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Midway through the Roaring Twenties, when Henry Ford, Babe Ruth, Albert Einstein, Greta
Garbo, Charlie Chaplin, Marie Curie, and Charles Lindbergh were household names, the editors

of the Chicago Tribune asked their readers: “Who is the world’s most interesting person today?”

They reported the responses on April 19, 1926. Benito Mussolini and Henry Ford made the list.
The runner-up was Peggy Joyce, whose fame grew from her having married often and briefly.
The winner was Frances Belle Heenan Browning, age 15, who had married once and well. Her

spouse was a multi-millionaire in his 50’s, who called her “Peaches.”

Frances Belle Heenan Browning, known as Peaches

His name was Edward West Browning, but when he won Peaches’ heart, he too gained a

nickname that stuck: Daddy Browning.

The pair began as New York celebrities and went on to conquer the nation. The press followed
Daddy’s peacock blue Rolls Royce around Manhattan, keeping the public up to date about the
shopping sprees on which Daddy, accompanied by a six-person security detail, lavished Peaches
with clothing and jewels. Daddy would give Peaches $1000 a day of spending money.! That is
worth about $18,000 today.

! Orlando (F1.) Sentinel, April 18, 1926



When the newlyweds went dancing at exclusive Manhattan clubs, the press went with them.
When Peaches appeared in Atlantic City in a thigh-baring one-piece bathing suit, the press
snapped the photos that some newspaper readers were pleased to find shocking. When the couple
moved to the Hotel Gramatan, so did intrepid reporters, whose typewriters could be heard in the

hallways as they earnestly chronicled the doings of Peaches and Daddy.>

The romance began in March 1926; they were wed in April, and by October they were in court,

each seeking a separation. The trial was one of the most, if not the most, sensational in the

history of New York, if not the nation.
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Largely forgotten today, the saga included three principal players: Edward (“Daddy’’) Browning,
Frances Belle Heenan, known to the world as “Peaches,” and the American public, led by an

insatiable press-corps.

As one reporter put it, in a world remembered by the jazz age, bathtub-gin, and “the Charleston,”

Peaches and Daddy Browning were a part of the era.’

3 Dayton, Ohio News) August 26, 1956; For a lengthy account of Browning’s life and exploits, see Adelaide News,
South Australia, Australia, April 22, 1954; see Inspiration: Peaches & Daddy Browning; See, generally, Dan P. Lee


https://nymag.com/author/dan-p.-lee/

Surprisingly, and dismayingly, the public riveted its attention on the relationship, but with little
or no condemnation or disapproval, considering that by today’s standards, Browning’s conduct
would be entirely inappropriate if not pedophilic and worthy of a jail sentence. Astonishingly, the
press and public did not see the relationship as the exploitation of a girl by a grown man. Indeed,
Browning had his cheering section, who would call Peaches a gold-digger and Browning a

browbeaten victim.*

Up through 1925, and until their fateful meeting in 1926, Browning was known as Edward West
Browning, E.W. Browning, Browning the millionaire real estate tycoon, or, occasionally,

“Cinderella Man.”

In American households, peaches, for the most part, were fruits one ate. That all changed when

Peaches and Daddy entered the news, and the American vocabulary.

By 1928, Peaches was said to be “the most talked about girl in the world.” After she and Daddy

parted company, Peaches went on the road with a song and dance act.

Peaches: Who's Your Daddy? Online at https:/nymag.com/news/features/scandals/peaches-browning-2012-4/; see
also https://thepoplarsschool.com/wp/2017/03/09/inspiration-peaches-daddy-browning/. March 9, 2017

4 Brian Donovan, American Gold Digger, (2020) at 38.
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“PEACHES” BROWNING

(IN PERSON)
Most Talked About Girl In The World

Mt. Vernon Argus, White Plains, NY July 18, 1928

The most talked about girl in the world. Dayton, Ohio Herald, December 9, 1928



The Peaches-Daddy romance began in April, 1927. By October, they were in court, exchanging

charges and counter-charges, each seeking a separation from the other.

Daddy was sometimes associated with “Sugar Daddy”, which Webster’s defines as “a well-to-do
usually older man who supports or spends lavishly on a mistress, girlfriend, or boyfriend.”

Interestingly, Webster’s states that its first use was in 1926. Then there is the Sammy Kaye song:

Hey, Daddy, I want a diamond ring, bracelets, everything
Daddy, you oughta get the best for me

This fits Browning to a T, as he lavished diamonds and sable on Peaches, in a public display. We
do not know how the term “Daddy” Browning began, but it is entirely possible that “Peaches”
herself helped coin it. In an article written for NEA (Newspaper Enterprise Association) a
syndicated news service, Hortense Saunders quoted Frances Heenan as saying “Daddy—my
husband--likes large hats. I must have 50 of them,” and the headline was about Peaches and
“Daddy Browning” and so the coinage was by Peaches, Saunders, and possibly, the headline

writer. As for “Peaches,” Browning likened her to “peaches and cream, and so the name stuck.”

In January 1927, during the separation trial, newspapers carried word of the world’s first
transatlantic phone call, and the spread of service to consumers. That month, Peaches and Daddy

Browning sometimes outdid even those headlines.

Leave it to the incomparable Cole Porter to rhyme daddy with finnan haddie, in his 1938 musical

Leave it to Me, in a song sung by Mary Martin:

When some good scout, invites me out
To dine on some fine finnan haddie

My baby's sure, his love is secure

5 New York Magazine online at https:/nymag.com/news/features/scandals/peaches-browning-2012-4/, In early
April, 1926, several days before the wedding, she had been called “Peaches” Heenan. See, Press of Atlantic City
(NJ) April 2, 1927



https://nymag.com/news/features/scandals/peaches-browning-2012-4/

Cause my heart belongs to daddy

Who were “Peaches” and “Daddy Browning”? Daddy was born in 1874 in New York City, where
his parents resided in Manhattan.® In 1862, Daddy’s father had gone into the clothing business
with his brothers, under the firm name Browning King, which eventually became a prominent

national clothing chain, generating enormous family wealth.’

By 1887, Browning King had become the largest clothing company in the United States, with
outlets in New York, Philadelphia, St. Louis, Cincinnati, Milwaukee, Chicago, Kansas City, with

a grand opening in Minneapolis in 1890.

6 Jersey Journal, October 12, 1934. For a biography put out by his trust fund see chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://wcf-ny.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Edward-W .-
Browning.pdf; see, also, https://www.islesborohistorical.org/year/fam6377.html; see also, online at
https://www.nytimes.com/1971/10/27/archives/echo-from-20s-brownings-moral-uplift-
grants.html?unlocked article code=1.KU8.uLIT.e25SzyHcVLxU&smid=em-share. His parents, residing in
Manhattan at 54 W. 50" Street, were Edward Franklin Browning (1837-1912) and Lucy Albertina Richardson (c.
1847-c. 1904)

7 See, obituary, NY Times, May 19. 1912; See, also, Edward Franklin Browning, The Brownings in America, 1621-
1908



https://www.islesborohistorical.org/year/fam6377.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1971/10/27/archives/echo-from-20s-brownings-moral-uplift-grants.html?unlocked_article_code=1.KU8.uLlT.e25SzyHcVLxU&smid=em-share
https://www.nytimes.com/1971/10/27/archives/echo-from-20s-brownings-moral-uplift-grants.html?unlocked_article_code=1.KU8.uLlT.e25SzyHcVLxU&smid=em-share

BROWNING, KING & CO.
THE LEADING CLOTHING CONCERN IN THE UNITED STATES,

| AND SECOND LARGEST IN THE WORLD.
WEW VORH, PHILADELPHA, CHICADD, ST LOUE, QINOINNATY, WILWALIKEE ANT RANSAS &Ty,

Philadelphia Times. April 23, 1887

That year, Edward Browning, long before he became “Daddy”, was 13 years old, growing

accustomed to the enormous wealth that the family business generated.®

Peaches came from the other side of the tracks, the daughter of Caroline Chamberlain Heenan,
and William Bernard Heenan from Zanesville, Ohio.” Not much has been recorded about him.

He and Caroline divorced in 1918, when Peaches was 8 years old.!° Long estranged from wife

8 “A walk through the blocks around 72d Street and Columbus Avenue may lead a pedestrian to think he is seeing a
mirage or experiencing deja vu — it is three identical white terra-cotta apartment buildings that Browning put up in
1915 within a block of one another.” NY Times March 15, 1998; For company opening in Minneapolis see
Minneapolis Daily Times, August 31, 1890

? Glens Falls (NY) Post Star April 3, 1926

10 Trial testimony of Caroline Heenan, Washington Herald, January 27, 1927



and daughter, he attended the wedding of Peaches and Daddy in 1926. In the scramble for
inheritance after Daddy’s death in 1934, Peaches’ father popped up in 1947, seeking some

money, several years after Peaches had gained a settlement from Daddy’s estate:
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As a young man, Edward Browning toured Europe. As an artist, he drew cartoons and drawings
as amusement for his friends and family. In the early 1900s he went into the real estate business
with his father. In the early years of his business, he had built three white marble buildings on the
Upper West Side, which sport his initials EWB and family crest in the corners.!! His real estate

holdings were vast, growing larger over the years.!?

Browning first came to the attention of the public in 1912, as a 38-year-old bachelor. Word had it

that he was confined to his home at 18 West Seventy-fifth Street, a fine five-story brownstone

! See, Michael Manion https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/3347/edward_west-browning
12 For a listing and maps of his holdings in 1929, see online https://newyorkwanderer.com/by-the-skin-of-his-teeth/



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/3347/edward_west-browning

building just off Central Park West, and that according to his last will and testament, he would

devise a large fund for the advancement of research and learning. '

into six egqual partions or sheres and esch such portion shall
be devoted in esch yesr as & prize for the best rasults achieved
during such year in the six ¢leassos hereinafter specified and
shsll be pald to such men or woman throughout the world, or,

in case it may so tronsplre, to such orgenization, as upon the
decision of my sald Trustees shell have socomplished preeminent
results in each class, The six classes or purposes above re-
ferred to, amd to be known as the Browning Prizes, are as
follows

a: The prevention of oruelty to children or enimels,
or the promotion of peace end internstional hermony.

b: The spreading of the Gospel under Protestant s:
ausplcoes, either by distinguished example, effective teaching
or exceptional personal scrvise.

¢: The uplifting of the moral condition of the world,
either hy someo direct snd positive service or example to that
end, or by the introdustion or furtherance of methods most
successful in decressing vice, gambling, Intemperemce; or
dishonesty snd corruption in government end politicse

d: The production of the most servieable invontion or
nseful diseovery; or srchitectural improvement in fireproofing
and sanitstion or otherwise; or the most important work of srt
in peinting, sculpture or literature.

8: The most widoly beneficial discovery or new method
in medicine, surgery or in the prevenﬁion of dlseaase.

£: The incressed production or improvement of fish,
birds or enimals; the conservation of forests; the irrigation
of arid lends; the increase or improvement of erops, flowers
or planta.

If in eny year the sald Trustees shall deem it advis-
able to withhold the ewerding of eny mrize on account of lack
of preeminent merit in sny class, or for any cther reason, the
share o income which would have been devoted to such clsas for
such year shall be divided equally among the other classes or

prizes for such year; and 1in sny clesses where two or mare

Edward Browning’s Last Will and Testament, December 20, 1912

13 New York Times, September 4, 1912



When contacted, he expressed surprise that it was discovered, saying it was premature to discuss
it. This contrasts with what followed, in the years ahead, in which he thrived on the boundless

publicity he generated.

When Peaches was born in 1910, Daddy Browning was 36 years old. In 1915, when Peaches was
5 years old, Daddy married his first wife, Adele (Nelle/Nellie) Lowen.'* This was very big news,
considering the residence he built. Browning and Lowen had met as both their families belonged
to Reverend Henry Stimson’s Manhattan Congregational Church on 76" Street and Broadway in

New York."?

Lowen had told Browning that she liked the idea of being in the country, but that she also liked
the city. Given his flair, Browning was able to accomplish both. Money? No object. “I will bring
the country to Adele, in the city.” He built a large, countrified Babylonian-garden, on the rooftop

of their Manhattan residence, the Orvista, apartment house at 35 W. 81° Street.'®

14 The wedding was at the Manhattan Congregational Church in a ceremony performed by Rev. Henry Stimson.
They move into 35 West 81 St NYC.

15 Benjamin Feldman, Call me Daddy, (2009) at 10

16 Feldman at 13
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The couple leased two apartments across from the Museum of Natural History and made them
into one huge home of 20 rooms and six baths. A stucco wall, latticed and vine-clad, enclosed a
roof-top garden so spectacular that newspapers in Minneapolis, Pittsburgh, Los Angeles, and
Indianapolis breathlessly declared that it “easily eclipsed” the Hanging Gardens of Babylonia,
one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. The Browning residence took its place
alongside the Great Pyramid of Giza, the Statue of Zeus at Olympia, the Temple of Artemis at
Ephesus, the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus, the Colossus of Rhodes, and the Lighthouse of

Alexandria.



It has been said that King Nebuchadnezzar, in the 6th century BCE, built the Hanging Gardens as
a gift to his Persian wife, Amytis, who missed the lush greenery of her former home. Browning,
not to be outdone, took up the challenge: One might imagine the reaction of the engineers whom

Browning engaged to match one of the wonders of the ancient world. You want what??

A flight of glass stairs led the way up from the drawing room, with each step producing a
different color, emitting a musical note. There were 100,000 blooms and a thousand electric
lights. Two tiny houses stood in decoration, one festooned with lilac blooming wisteria, the other

with grapes of amber and purple glass, beside a miniature lake, large enough to hold a rowboat.!”

Browning’s office was at 110 W. 40" St, some 40 blocks from his palatial home. Tired of
commuting by chauffeured limo he bought an airplane and designed landing spaces. Nellie Adele

would fly with him.

=]

Wife to Fly With Him

' From Home to Office
Edward W. Browning to Use|
the Roofs of Two Skyscrap- |
ers for Aeroplane Stable. |

Idaho Statesman February 22, 1916

17 Albany (NY) Democrat, January 24, 1927.



The First Adoption

The pair gave dinner parties, entertaining New York society, which could only gasp at the
couples’ fairy tale life. Unable to have a child, they advertised, offering a life of wealth and
privilege to the child lucky enough to be their adoptee. Their ad ran in the New York Evening
World of April 13, 1918: “Prominent, wealthy old New York family of highest standing with
palatial home and no children would like sweet little girl, about four years, who would have

every advantage and care with privilege of adoption.”

From among the vast number of applicants, they chose three-year-old Josephine Herbst, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Herbst of the Bronx, and named her Marjorie Gloria Browning. They gave

her the life of a young princess, akin to Cinderella, showering her with clothes and toys.!®

LITTLE MAID ENJOYS
LIFE ASRICH LITTLE GIRL OF
WEALTHY NEW YORKERS

& .

Kansas City (Mo.) Post, May 13, 1918

18 See Salt Lake Herald, May 26, 1918



Eighteen years later she would be among the contestants for a share of Browning’s estate. '’

It was an interesting time in the evolution of the American family. World War I had left many
families destroyed or disarrayed, which increased adoptions. Newspapers all over the country
carried the same article, with the Brownings at the center, pictured with their adopted child,
bedecked in finery. The article described children escaping from a life of poverty to one of
privilege and opportunity.?° It also expanded the already considerable fame of the Brownings,

whose lives were of intense interest to the American readership.

The public soon read about the Brownings’ concern that their adopted child, Marjorie, had no

sibling playmate, and of their advertising for a suitable sister for her. They ran another ad:

PERSONAL.

PROMINENT, wealthy old New York
family of high standing, with palatial homa
and 1 chtld, would ke sweet little girl of
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BOCKER, 444 Kagle nﬁﬂf'e. t
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March 2, 1919 Brooklyn Eagle
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Some twelve thousand applied, flooding the Browning apartment with letters, picturing him
smilingly afloat in the process.?! Articles abounded, one describing the interview process of an
unchosen candidate: “a poor little girl is child of the rich for just one day. She was driven in a

limousine, ate all the ice cream she could, and played with more toys she ever thought existed.”??

19 See New York Daily News, December 7, 1934

20 See, e.g., St. Louis Star, May 28, 1918, Cleveland Press, May 24, 1918, and others.
2! Albany (NY) Democrat January 24, 1927

22 New York News, April 19, 1920



Browning in his “Letter Room” Library of Congress, 1929

The winning candidate was Dorothy Lane, of Newark, whom they named “Sunshine.”?* The
nation celebrated the choice of the five- year- old fluffy haired blond girl. >* In the 1920 census

the Browning household listed three servants and a nurse.?

Enter the Dentist

Life in this bubble of riches evidently proved inadequate for Nellie Adele Browning. In 1923,
after some 8 years of marriage, Browning’s 39-year-old wife found a new love, her 28-year-old
dentist, Charles J. Wilen. We do not know much about why she left Browning, but her mother
later declared that Browning “should be horsewhipped before the eyes of the wide, wide, world,”

calling him a despicable scoundrel, whom her daughter feared.?®

23 New York Herald, April 25, 1920

24 E.g. Fresno (Ca.) Herald July 7, 1920; Arizona Daily Star, July 11, 1920

25 https://ancestors.familysearch.org/9X21-99P/edward-west-browning-1874-1934
26 New York Daily News, July 28, 1923



https://ancestors.familysearch.org/9X21-99P/edward-west-browning-1874-1934

The affair created two more love triangles on which the press feasted, with cartoons of Wilen
romancing Mrs. Browning next to his dentist’s chair, as people with toothaches and compresses

waited in agony.?’

She ran off to Paris with the dentist. and Browning had detectives follow them.?® His lawyers
applied to court for an order to serve divorce papers on his wife at a Paris Hotel, where she had

been staying with Wilen.?’

There was yet another triangle in the picture. When he ran off to Paris with Browning’s wife,
Wilen had been engaged to a young woman, Renee Shapiro, who appeared in headlines as
seeking revenge against Wilen for jilting her for Mrs. Browning. She alleged that Wilen had

asked her to join in a scheme to blackmail Mrs. Browning, but she refused.>* She sued Wilen for

breach of promise to marry.>!
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Wilen denied the charges. In a memorable retort, he averred: “My only relations with Mrs.

Browning have been to install bridgework...

27 Bartelsville, Okl Examiner-Enterprise, October 18, 1923

28 Sacramento Union, August 12, 1923

29 New York Times, July 21, 1923. The lawyers applied to New York judge John Ford.

30 See, Buffalo Evening Times, July 28, 1923; New York Daily News, July 25, 1923; South Bend (In.) Tribune,
August 12, 1923

3 New York Daily News, October 16, 1926



It is true,” he continued, “that we came together on the Olympic, but that is chiefly a
coincidence. I was coming here for personal reasons and she was coming to get a quiet divorce in

Paris without publicity.”>?

Wilen got into more trouble, indicted by federal authorities for having arranged for a phony

passport for Mrs. Browning. He pleaded guilty to the crime in 1926.3

[ TOLD AN UNTRUTH __|
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] NEW YOREK, Sept. 20.—Mrs.
:le Browning, 137 West
4, wife of Edward W.
wealthy realtor, who is

suing her for divorce, yesterday
got in more difficeeles when ar-
| raigned in a federal court on a

The Day, New London, Ct., September 20, 1923

Renee Shapiro also sued Browning, in 1927, claiming that he harmed her reputation after the two

had met, in 1923, commiserating, for having been abandoned by their mates.**

32 New York Times, July 23, 1923; In December 1923, New York Supreme Court Justice Vernon Davis appointed a
referee in the action between Edward Browning and Nellie Adele Browning.

3 New York Times, October 26, 1926

3 New York Daily News December 12, 1927



After leaving her husband, Nellie Adele Browning fades from the public record.
She surfaces after Browning’s death, seeking a share of his estate as his wife, contending that she

and Browning were never validly divorced.*°

At his death in 1934, Browning’s estate was worth between six and seven million dollars, in the
middle of the depression, when people were standing in line for an apple. In today’s dollars it
would amount to over 140 million dollars.

Wilen also departed from public record universe of the Brownings. He married another woman.*’
Thereafter, the press reported yet another amorous triangle with him and French tennis star

Suzanne Lenglen.®

When the first Mrs. Browning ran off with Wilen, she took Marjorie, while Sunshine stayed with
Edward. For a time, Marjorie’s whereabouts were unknown, and the newspapers carried articles
about a cadre of detectives trying to her. She was with Adele’s parents, who excoriated Edward

for making life miserable for Adele.*”

In 1924, things quieted down for Browning; he declared himself finished with marriage and with
women.*’ Turning his attention to Sunshine, he wanted a sister for her, and so he again

advertised:

35 Along with Marjorie, she evidently moved back in with her parents, Charles and Edward Lowen at 179" Street in
the Bronx, according to the 1925 census. We find her in the 1940 census, living in New Rochelle with her daughter,
Marjorie, and her husband, John McDonald, an investigator for the treasury department.

36 New York Times November 30, 1934. There is conflicting evidence as to whether she had gone to Paris (with
Wilen) to get a divorce with Browning’s consent and approval, or that it was her own plan. NY Daily News October
26, 1926 - On his Marriage Certificate to Peaches Heenan in 1926, Browning states that he had been married once
before but divorced (Paris March 24,1924). He may have been mistaken as to the date of the divorce, which
apparently took place in 1923.

37 Brooklyn Daily Times. June 15, 1925

3 New York Daily News October 14, 1926

3 Buffalo (NY) Times, July 30, 1923; Brooklyn Times Union July 22, 1923

40 Ogden (Ut) Standard Examiner, July 13, 2024



Fersonals 9o

ADOPTION—Pretty, refined girl about 14
years old wanted by aristocratic famlly
of large wealth and highest standing:
will ba brought up as own child among
“rautiful surroundings with every desira-

v luxury, opportunity, education, travel,
indness, care, love Address with full
particulara and photograph Ellte, Box
B-1132, Eagle ofMoe t

Brooklyn Eagle, July 5, 1925

The ad produced letters from applicants in seven languages, two in shorthand. Canada, Europe,
China, and the Philippines all had their applicants. Among the candidates were an “Indian
princess, a papoose, a Spanish sefiorita, a marathon runner, a juggler, and a woman who claimed
she was double jointed all over,” and, from Kansas, an applicant who said she was six foot six,

“but young and still growing.”*!

The advertisement also attracted a criminal adventurer. Philip Siegel, a New York City typesetter,
sent a letter to Browning threatening harm as part of an extortion scheme. With Browning’s
cooperation, police sprung a trap on the would-be extortionist and arrested him, as reported

nationwide.*? The press followed the proceedings in Manhattan’s West Side Court.*?

Browning was kind and fatherly to all whom he interviewed, and he sent them back to their
homes in his automobile, with a chauffeur, and a footman to help them in and out of the coach,
just like Cinderella. A little girl who didn't want to be adopted started crying, and after being

driven home, said “That was the best ride I ever had.”**

“The little girl I will select now,” Browning said, “I will take to my home for a month or six

weeks. If she likes my home and proves an amiable companion to Dorothy, I will adopt

41 Scranton, Pa, Times-Tribune, August 4, 1925

42 Oregon Daily Journal, July 19, 1925; Boston Globe July 20, 1925

43 Springfield Daily Republican, July 20, 1925. Magistrate Macready set bail on Siegel in the sum of $25,000. In
New York’s General Sessions Court, Siegel pleaded guilty to a much milder charge, as Browning, reportedly, did not
want to press the matter (See, Buffalo News, May 26, 1926). Judge William Allen imposed a suspended sentence on
Siegel, which reportedly displeased Browning, who wanted to set an example. See Brooklyn Times Union June 1,
1926. This is inconsistent with the earlier report; we do not know which is accurate. In the interim, between Siegel’s
arrest in July 1925 and his sentence a year later, Browning married Peaches.

4 Asheville (NC) Citizen-Times July 10, 1925



her...Dorothy, whom I adopted six years ago, has turned out to be a perfect prize...She is a very
robust girl and rows, swims, and rides horseback. Not so long ago she had nothing, and the other
day when I gave her a choice in automobiles, she selected a Rolls-Royce, and has even chosen

the color of upholstery for her new town car.”*

The Mary Spas Fiasco

Following through on his advertisement, in mid-July 1925, Browning provisionally adopted
Mary Spas of Astoria, L. 1., believing her to be 16-years-old, but forgiving her the extra two
years. Her parents had been natives of Prague, Bohemia. She had read of his offer and resolved
to present herself as a candidate. Slipping out of her home, she walked to Browning’s office, and
sat down in a corner. Her smile created an impression on Browning, who placed her in a school

for girls, with others whom he was considering for adoption.

S NY Times July 7, 1925



New York Acamw Proves Irserr Oniy Smarr Town Grows Ur.
When Edward W. Browning wanted to adopt (as who wouldn’t?)
a sixteen-year-old cutie for his very own, he felt that the affair was
his own business, but the neighbors and town elders thought other=
wise. You may be able to get away with that sort of thing in
foreign parts, but not in New York or Dubuque, by heck| 46

She rode to and from school in Browning’s Rolls-Royce and dined with him at the Hotel
Belleclaire. To top it off, she spent a week at a large country house at Sound Beach, Conn.,
where she learned how to “ring once” for the butler and “three times” for a maid. Browning also
promised to buy her a wardrobe of forty new frocks, a high-powered boat for the Hudson, and an

airplane. On August 4, 1925, he adopted her formally.*’

Almost immediately, trouble started. Word circulated that she was a good deal older than 16.
Meantime, the Queens District Attorney was concerned about whether money was changing

hands.

46 Ralph Barton illustrates Edward Browning’s predicament in “adopting” Mary Louise Spas. (New Yorker Digital
Archive) online at https://newyorkerstateofmind.com/tag/edward-daddy-browning/
47 New York Times August 5, 1925



https://newyorkerstateofmind.com/tag/edward-daddy-browning/
https://newyorkerstateofmind.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/screenshot-2015-06-09-10-12-31.png

Hotel Belleclaire

Broadway and 77th Street,
New Yorlt.

Seventh Avenue,
Amsterdam Ave.
and West 13oth St.
Cars pass the
door.
Luxurious rooms
for permanent
and transient
guests,
Restaurant
a Feature.

Exquisite

Palm Room.
Art Nouveau

Cafe.

Roval

Hungarian

Orchestra.

**Most Artist v Beautiful Hotel in the
‘World."" Can few single rooms, with
bath, beautifully furnished, suitable for two
people, $60 per month.

TRANSIENT RATES:

One Room, with bath....

E i
genuity.

Write for our magazine, “The Hotel Belle-
claire World,"

MILTON ROBLEE, Proprietor,

" s
Queens County District Attorney
Probes Adoption of Immigrant Girl
By Wealthy New York Realtor

} While sensational stories fill the metropolitan  daily
‘press about the adoption of Mary Louise Spas, daughter of
}l“uhcmlan immigrants ,who has been adopted by Edward A,
F.wwm‘ng.‘ millionaire real estate

! (dealer ¢ New York, her foster
GROTON POND |sieter. Dorothy Sunshine Browns
4, also an adopted daughter, 18

erjoying 4 summer v at

comﬂvERSY T0 'Cump Raysen  in Barton, Miss

Dorothy is nine years old and a
™ very attractive  young girl. Mr.
HlGHER CO!JI{T Browning was rnmﬂ.ﬁr in I;IArtor_l
to visit  her at the May home-
| g .:'lrall,fMis: Hr;wning w;lh ‘.lmmli

| 2 er of other New York girls, a
.0‘.“““'3, ‘Vho Bmg.ht In- daughters  of wealthy Muh,
,]l.ll'lctl(m Pl’!}ceedl_ngs hive bean at the Mlny hmr;mu:acl

b ir Barton since early in June.
| Held In Contempt Word has been  received at
i W | Burton that May Louise, the new-
ly adopted 16-year-old daughter,

A interesting legal point, which Vvill eome to Barton soon to join
will  be taken  to the supreme Der ddopted sister, Miss B’“‘”‘!'

i| court for settlement, has been |8 i5 ® student of Miss Coburn’s
Bt bl " A% DCEN Ty ivate sehool on Riverside drive,
{| raised in the controversy between New York. Miss Coburn establisis
! the owners of cottages ut Groton cd the summer camp at  Barton
+ Pond and E. Bertram Pike, receiv- for girls from her exclusive pri-
v/ er for the Vermont Public Utili- vate school at New York. i
| ties company, which has  raised -— 1i'nil

Caledonial Record, St. Johnsbury, Vt, August 6, 1925

It turned out she was 21 years old, not 16, and the adoption was followed by its equally prompt

vacatur, before Judge Daniel Noble of Queens County.*®

4 New York Times December 29, 1927



ROCHESTER POST-BULLETIN: "~
“GINOERELLA’S™ ADOPTION ANNULLED

\COURT HOLDS ACT

\Gtganhc Nation-Wide Dope Ring Revealed in Chtcagom ol

NARCOTCCHEF o CHLDWELFMRE, [Ty ~TFVEIUREDIN [Spas Girl, Sobbing, Tries (SPAS BRL'S MGE
AN ABESRELD | e 7,5 unsrmtms‘ of | KUKLUXBATTLE;| Vainly fo Eﬁua?w;n}[ o

\ B, meleort e o
F T

| it o Precpitaen
| Trosbde With Atiach o0

Rochester, MN Post Bulletin, August 11, 1925

| CINDERELLA LOSES HER PRINCE |fﬂ% H[?‘PS{ 1 h
- m . |

Adopr:on of Mary Luu:wl

Spas by Wealthy Réaltor
Is Annulled; Girl Fails in|
Effort to Enter Convent.

“IALL GRL” AGAIN

~"nll TRIAL FAh LIPFT

Missoula, (Mont.) Sentinel August 11, 1925

* Any Oth_e_r {\lew London Paper,
\_l :(-‘I'ST 11, 1935 FOURTEEN PAGES PRICE THREE CENTS

I} |Cinderella Mary Anxious to
N\ Become a Nun; Makes Vain
AIH Attempt to Enter Convent

“m Mother Asks Return of Child ‘Acqnlmhnces of Young
eon| | Woman Say They Be-
lieve She Is Still Hunting
‘ for Nemmper Publicity
TIRED OF IT Al ALL, SHE
TELLS NEWARK NUN
\Her Adoption By Edward
A. Browning, Rich Real-
tor, Annulled By Surro-
gate of Queens County

| CIRCULATION BOOKS OPEN TO L]

New London (Ct) Day, August 11, 1925



The publicity provoked chorus girls who flocked to the famous Browning roof-top, asking that

they be adopted.

CHORUS GIRLS “RAZZ” MILLIONAIRE
REALTOR ON NEW YORK ROOF GARDEN

Edward W. Browning, Whose Recent Adoption of “Cin- |
derella” Mary Louise Spas Was Annulled, Surround-
ed by Bevy of Show Girls Who All Want to Be | (
Adopted. . Diners and Orchestra Join in Merriment.

N [ O=ws

(Assoclated Press Despatch.)

NEW YORK, N.Y., Aug, 18, —Edward W, Browning, whose adnp-
tion of “Cinderella” Mary Louise Spas was annulled recently, fled
from a roof garden early today when chorus girls kissed him and
shouted, “Oh, there's my Cinderella man.”

The mlillionaire realtor, who was dining on the roof, tried tn
retreat, when two dozen glrls circled his table and asked him to adopt
them. Then a blonde ingenue circled his neck so strongly that it
was a minute hefore her arma could be pried loose, |

Other diners took up her cry, “Won't you adopt me, Mr. Brown-
ing?" As he mought to leave, another chorus girl took him by the
arm and induced him to dance, but he soon broke away as the orches-
tra played “If that's the kind of, a girl yau are." )}

Ottawa Citizen, August 18, 1925

Kew Gardens Inn (ca. 1939)

Reportedly, Spas tried to commit suicide and was placed under watch.*’ A year later, she sued

Browning for $500,000, alleging that she had gone to his apartment at Kew Gardens Inn, where,

4 Shreveport (a.) Times, August 16, 1925



she said, he tried to attack her and, displaying a pistol, threatened to kill her and himself if she
told any of this to the District Attorney. She said she was so terrorized that she drank part of a
bottle of iodine, and that after the adoption had been canceled, Browning forced her to go to the
Hotel Belleclaire and made her sign papers she did not understand. Browning’s attorney said that
Browning disputed the charge and would “fight it to the limit.”*° Spa’s suit continued over the

next two years.’! It was settled in 1931 for an undisclosed sum.>?

In the meantime, Spas married Henry Tverdy, a Queens dentist, whose former girlfriend then
sued him for breach of promise to marry.>® Lawsuits of that kind, and for alienation of affections,
(so-called “heart-balm” actions) had existed in New York, but the legislature abolished them in

1935,

The Fateful Meeting of Peaches and Daddy Browning

Browning had formed connections with the Phi Lambda Tau sorority of the Textile High School,
where Frances Belle Heenan was a student.>®> She worked at Bedell’s Department Store on 34th

Street and Fifth Avenue, for 12 or 15 dollars a week.

39 Montreal, Canada Gazette, December 16, 1926; New York Times, December 17, 1926

3! Brooklyn Citizen, January 5, 1928, Brooklyn Eagle, November 26, 1929.

32 Guthrie (Okl) Daily Leader, October 5, 1931

53 New York Daily News, September 24, 1930

>4 Burtis v. Thompson, 42 NY 246 (1870); Fearon v. Treanor, 272 N.Y. 268, 270 (1936)

33 Pittsburgh Post, April 17, 1926; For Textile High School, see New York City Textile High School Author(s): W.
H. Dooley Source: The School Review, Apr., 1922, Vol. 30, No. 4 (Apr., 1922), pp. 281-287 Published by: The
University of Chicago Press Stable URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/1078099



https://plus.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/3RRM-RBP0-003F-6381-00000-00?page=1&reporter=7320&cite=272%20N.Y.%20268&context=1530671
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1078099
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At a sorority dance, her met her, and was smitten. > He swept her off her feet.

In an affidavit filed by Peaches in the litigations that followed, she wrote:

I had met Mr. Browning at a Sorority Dance at the Hotel McAlpin, New York
City, on the evening of March 5%, 1926. I had learned that Mr. Browning
frequently attended such dances of girls societies and that he was active in the
organization of such societies for girls. At that time I was fifteen years of age and

was to become sixteen years of age on June 23rd, 1926.

Mr. Browning immediately began to call upon me at my home 625 West 169
Street and to shower me with his attentions. He sent me gifts, beautiful flowers,

and candy...

We can only speculate why Browning was visiting sorority dances of high school girls, looking,
perhaps, for a daughter, a bride, or both. He said he merely happened to drop in on the sorority

dance.’” By one account, he had founded the sorority.>®

\k € GRILL ROOM, HOTEL MoALPIN, HEW YORK.
h SEl I

The Hotel McAlpine in New York

% New York Daily News, January 26, 1927; January 27, 1927
57 Hazelton (Pa.) Plain Speaker April 3, 1926
38 Blackwell, (Okl.) Morning tribune, April 2, 1926



After she had been introduced to Browning, she gave him her address, and ten days later he took

her to dinner at the Everglades, a nightclub, and then to the Greenwich Village Follies.

I knew the first time I saw her that she was the girl of my dreams. I loved her. I
saw the blazing reflection of my own love in her eyes. Here was my perfect mate!
I could not trust myself alone with her. I was too overwhelmed with love. Daddy

on Peaches™®

My other boyfriends were forgotten. I had glances for none save Mr. Browning,
my silver-haired knight, his gentle caresses, his quiet dignity, his savoir

faire. Peaches on Daddy60

r— T TTTE——
|96 THE NAKED TRUWH &

The Greemwich Village Folies of 1920

That first night he took her out, he bought her a bunch of orchids, two dozen roses, and
carnations for her mother. He took her to the Plaza, on March 17, 1926, St. Patrick’s Day, when

% Birmingham (Ala.) News, July 14, 1926
60 Philadelphia Inquirer, January 19, 1960



he “seemed to have hundreds of green handkerchiefs in his pockets which he gave to the young

ladies.” He took her to “A Night in Paris” and bought her a book of nude pictures, which he told

her to take home with her.

He saw her nearly every day until she was “hurt,” as she called the burning of her face with acid
on March 27. He visited her at her home in Washington Heights, where she lived with her
mother, at 625 W. 169" Street.%! The acid-throwing culprit’s identity was never discovered, and
the issue surfaced from time to time, including at the separation trial. One speculates that it was
the act of a jealous suitor. The Sunday before, March 14, 1926, Browning had proposed to her
and had sent his secretary first to ask her how old she was. She told Browning, she said, that they

must wait until she was 16.%%

The press avidly followed their whirlwind courtship; California and Nebraska reporting in.
About a month after the pair met, Frances announced their engagement, and Browning

announced that he was buying a 135-acre estate for their residence in Bellmore, Long Island.®*
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San Francisco Bulletin, May 18, 1926

This all took place somewhat before the two were known as Peaches and Daddy. That Francis

Heenan was just under 16, aroused the concerns of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to

%1 Brooklyn Daily Times, April 2, 1926

2 New York Times, January 26, 1927

%3 Stockton (CA) Evening and Sunday Record, March 31, 1926; See, generally,
https://www.nydailynews.com/2017/08/14/daddy-and-peaches-browning-the-scandalous-marriage-between-an-
elderly-baron-and-a-15-year-old-schoolgirl/

% Decatur (I11.) Herald and Review April 3, 1926



https://www.nydailynews.com/2017/08/14/daddy-and-peaches-browning-the-scandalous-marriage-between-an-elderly-baron-and-a-15-year-old-schoolgirl/
https://www.nydailynews.com/2017/08/14/daddy-and-peaches-browning-the-scandalous-marriage-between-an-elderly-baron-and-a-15-year-old-schoolgirl/

Children, which brought a proceeding in New York City Children’s Court to revoke the
guardianship of the child bride’s mother, as unfit.®® Its superintendent, Vincent T. Pisarra, was
outraged by the unseemly relationship between the Daddy-Peaches relationship. There were too
many questions surrounding it, including the acid throwing episode injuring Peaches’s face, her
absences from Textile High School, which the Bureau of Attendance of the Board of Education
was looking into.®® Pisarra’s was also suspicious about Browning’s odd connection with a girl’s
sorority, at which he met Peaches.®” There was also the death of Stella Lubin, a friend of
Peaches, who died a week after a round of parties with Peaches and Daddy.®® Pisarra was

determined to take Peaches away from both her parents and from Daddy Browning.’

The court ruled, however, that it had no jurisdiction to halt the wedding.”®

The Wedding

One could be excused for expecting the wedding to be held in Madison Square Garden or the
Metropolitan Opera House, with a cast of thousands. Nothing like that happened. The couple
went to the plumbing shop of Gilbert Forman, the town clerk in Cold Spring, New York, who
issued a license, and from there to the home of Justice of the Peace Roy W. Christian, a taxi
driver, who performed the ceremony. Forman not only issued the license, but as a plumber, he
did repairs to the 15-room house in Cold Spring that Browning had rented.”! Peaches’ parents

were part of the wedding party. Parental consent was necessary owing to the bride’s age.

% Franklin and Oil City News Herald, April 2, 1926; Press of Atlantic City, April 7, 1926; Chattanooga Daily Times,
April 7, 1926

% St Albans, (Vt.) Daily Messenger, April 2, 1926

7 Michael M. Greenburg, Peaches and Daddy, (2008) at 119; New York Daily News, April 2, 1926; Brooklyn Daily
Times, April 2, 1926; Roanoke (Va.) Times, April 7, 1926;

8 Brooklyn Eagle, April 2, 1926

% Pittsburgh Post, April 7,1926; Des Moines Register, April 7, 1926

7 New York Daily News. April 9, 1927. The proceedings were before Judge Franklin C. Hoyt, as elaborated upon by
Michael M. Greenburg in his book, Peaches and Daddy (2008) at 125. The marriage apparently mooted the issue of
revoking the guardianship of the bride’s mother. See, Selma, Ala. Times Journal, April 11, 1926; Owensboro,
Kentucky Messenger-Inquirer April 11, 1926

"I Brooklyn Eagle, April 11, 1926; The wedding was witnessed by John F. Ginslaw, Browning’s driver, and Pearl
Bayer. We do not know who these people were; perhaps associates, friends of the town officials, or two people who
happened to be in the vicinity and were conscripted as witnesses.


https://www.newspapers.com/paper/messenger-inquirer/7158/
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NY Daily News April 11, 1926

The hasty marriage, as one press account had it, prevented any action by the New York

Children’s Aid Society to upset the girl’s guardianship by her mother.”

2 Tucson Citizen April 11, 1926
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Marriage License of Edward West Browning and Frances Belle Heenan, April 10, 19267

73 Online at https://ancestors.familysearch.org/9X21-99P/edward-west-browning-1874-1934
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: INEWS photo
The Phillipstown. N. Y.. home of Grant Wright, where Browning wed Peaches Heenan.

New York Daily News April 12, 1926

Two days after the wedding, “while his wife was touring about, attracting no attention, Browning
was besieged in his office at 153 West 72nd street by an army of women and girls, who wanted

‘only one glimpse’ of the famous Cinderella man.””* For a time, the two seemed to get along.

" Tom Miller, Hypnotism by Mail Order! Online at https://www.landmarkwest.org/72crosstown/153-west-72nd-
street/
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(SYEAR-OLD BRIDE
CLEARED OF FRAUD
IN ETTING LIGENSE

-|One Shadow Lifted From Four-
Day Honeymoon But Action
Against Mother Still Pends
in Court.

NEW TYORK, April 14—UP—Ed-
ward W. Browning, wenlthy real es-
tate operator, and hls schoolgirl bride,
Frances Heenan, who Is his junior by
38 years, today werc on the fourth
dally round of what has turned out
to be m “commuting honeymoon.”

Much of their time s spent In
traveling between New York and Cold
Spring in & blue Rolls-Reyee. Cold
Spring, where they were married and
have a new home, is on the Hudson,
opposite Wost Point, 456 miles from
New York.

Although they amre still subject to

- & s ol *
[ B ——rL .
&7 Aeted Cod 3 e o|what Brownlng has termed ‘painful
e lr publicity” with their every move
3 2 9 |chronicled, the legal shadows over
2 their marriage have lifted somewhat.
L ®f [District Attorney Bafley of Putnam
y oF n IF @ |counis; where they were married, has
. ¥ cleared the 15-ydar-old bride of any
- - Tequiring a §.month residence befors
b

i obtaining & Hcense.
Sought Friendship of the Adolescent Just to Have a Little | "¢ hy’ other shagow at present is
After ngd Buginess ‘Career, He Declares, |ihe sstion stirted before tne mar-

i - rlage by
i £ Cruel Children, to h
Snaps st Question About Stella b, | P umeer i
it o‘ hes. v Dled l”wf.l.ll‘l the mother was visiting a
J +  Night of Revelry. lawyer yestarday the bridal couple
| e gy g TETRY T went to the hotel Biltmore for the

ST e tea_dansant.

|t Telowing story o the e of Edward West Browaing, ss tod |us i eoiia h Runbds < o

Py “be i ing: trip back to the honeymoon house
| in a recent issue of mo:wﬂ:: :::l;l, wi ! be mte‘mhns- fh ‘Cola Epriog.
W ot e

Butte, Mont. Daily Post April 14, 1926

On May 15, 1926, slightly more than a month after the ceremony, Peaches wrote:

To the most wonderful Prince Charming in all this world. You really are my
Prince Charming, for you are a true Prince. I love you more than any thing else in
this world. I love you for so many reasons. First, because you are just yourself.
Next, because you are so good to me, you try to give me everything I want. |
know my Daddy has so many business troubles and I will always try to make you

forget your troubles and be happy. I’ll always love my Daddy. Peaches.”

Peaches described the relation differently at the separation litigation later that year. In her
complaint for separation, she alleged that on the marital night, Browning compelled her to sit up
on the bed naked, and in full view, compelled her to walk around the bedroom and exhibit

herself. When she objected, he flew into a rage. She further alleged that on the wedding night he

> https://www.gettyimages.co.uk/detail/news-photo/daddy-said-sit-down-and-write-me-a-love-letter-and-so-i-did-
news-photo/97939649?adppopup=true
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forced her to have sexual intercourse, although she was not well, and that he forced her to use an

instrument during sex.

In her complaint for separation, she put it this way:

We were married on the afternoon of April 10th, 1926, and immediately departed
for the Hotel Gramatan, Bronxville, New York, where we spent our bridal night
and a few days following. It was here that Mr. Browning’s cruel treatment of me
began and the shock was so great that it completely unnerved me. I was fifteen
years of age and naturally did not know much about man or the ways of the
world. Mr. Browning forced me to us an instrument after intercourse which I had
never seen before nor knew the use of and which greatly shocked and unnerved
me. Mr. Browning said that it would prevent motherhood and I had to use it. He

subsequently purchased medicines and other means of contraception.

Apparently, she wanted to have children, but he did not. She added that he had sometimes been

drunk, and threatening.’®

Either way—if the marriage was sour from the start or turned sour after a few weeks—things had
grown bad enough for Peaches and her mother to leave the marital residence in early October

1926.

76 See appendix for transcript of her complaint for separation.



PEACHES OUITS DADDY BROWNING

“We Told You So,” Croak Wise Ones]
As She Goes to Mother’s Arms

By FIRANK DOLAN,
Leaving a sullen husband, a lavishly furnished love nest,
thd & gasping retinue of servants, Peaches Browning took to
he open road, the free read, last Saturday afternoon.

And Daddy Browning—
Edward West Browning, the
rollicking millionaire—is lone-

Fhe Princess suite in the
Kew Gardens Inn was the
abiding place of the former
Frances Heenan, 16, and her
Sl-year-old husbhand, when
the pair were not at their
Cold Spring, N. Y., country
place

Last Friday Peaches and
her mother, Mrs. Catherine
Heenan, bought $5.800 worth |
of clothes in Russek’s, on 6th |
ave.

Saturday Peaches and|
her mother stepped into

Browning’s office on West 724 0 L% ; - o it L v
hn.ﬁ- Dadd m. Ahis was taken®
=t Th!yhndulmmfw-l ""'F-i"' :_H ¥y - . -la.-ln i ms ,-

ence, and Peaches came out e s e P e 5
¥ Mrs Catherine Heenan smiling —again with her| Fm'_1 11 ¢ paIITICIAN
New York Daily News. October 5, 1926

To get a comment from Daddy, reporters found him alone at the Hotel Emerson in New York

City, looking rumpled, in pajamas.”’

HOTEL EMERSON - 166 West 75th St. NEW YORK CITY

77 New York Daily News, October 5, 1926



If Daddy Browning knew how to generate publicity, Peaches took a page from his playbook,
producing a sensational story—and getting paid $1,000 for it.”®

Why I Left ‘““‘Daddy”

Browning
By ‘“Peaches”—

After a search of four days, been the subject of a great deal of con-
| “Peaches,” the wife of Edward W. jecture and speculation ever since they
: Browning, whose leaving her husband  separated a few days ago. ’
[ has attracted fully as much attention She emphatically declares she will
| as her marriage, has been found living never return to her husband and in a
with a friend less than 100 miles from  series of stories, which will appear ex-
| New York. clusively in the Chronicle Telegraph,

Her reasons for leaving him have gives her reasons.

The First Installment Appears Today in the : |

P1TTSBURGH CHRONICLE TELEGRAPH

Order your paper from your newsdealer or
call Circulation Department, GRant 6500,

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, October 9, 1926

The separation trial would begin in January 1927. From the announcement of the breakup in
early October, 1926, until the trial, the public was treated to almost three months of news

analysis, and pre-trial charges by the litigants themselves.

8 Camden Post, January 27, 1927



Cinderell

Man Is Still

Waiting With Open Arms
For Return of Girl Wife

By the Associated Press.

NEW YORK, Oct. 6-~Edward W.
Browning, 51iyear-old wealthy real-
estate operator and promoter, is still
receiving bills for clothes bought by
his school-girl bride just before she
left him, but he has received no word
from the girl, g

The latest bill, for- $260, covering
dresses which the 16-vear-old wife
bought and had charged to Browning
was received by him today. Last Sat-
urday he had received bills for $6,000
representing frocks, wraps, silk stock-
ings and other feminine apparel which

were purchased on Friday by,
“Peaches”, as Browning called his
wife. 3 i

secre said that ‘Peaches” had re-
turned, presumably from New Jersey,
to the home of her mother in West
157th street, Manhattan. The secre-
tary said that this information was
contained in a telegram recelved at
Browning's office, but he did not say
from whom the telegram was recelved.

At the same time the secretary gave
out the following statement in behalf
of Browning:

“Mr. Edward W. Browning is still
maintaining apartments at the Kew
Gardens Inn, (Long Island) for Mrs.
Browning and himself.

“Mr. Browning is still maintaining
a city home for Mrs. Browning and
himself at the Hotel Emerson.”

o SRR '

~tal wmkama Dunmaine

Anaconda (Mont.) Standard October 7, 1926

The publicity generated yet another lawsuit. The NY Mirror published an article entitled

“Browning Unmasked”, for which he sued the newspaper for libel.”

Harrisburg Evening News. October 9, 1926

7 There does not appear to be a newspaper record as to where it had been filed, or how it turned out.




PEACHES BROWNING
STRIKES BACK AT
RICH HUSBAND

-

NEW YORK, Oct. 18—(U. P.)
—"Peaches” Hecnan Browning to-
day struck back at her rich hus-
band, Edward W. Browning, when
she obtained an order in supreme
court here appointing her mother
as her guardian, preliminary to
seeking a separation on the
grounds of cruel inhuman
treatment.

Browning is suing his 16-year-
old wife for separation in Putnam

and

s wenees ares B e s
the residence to St. Mary's church
thence to Green Mount cemetery

Raymond Loechr

Raymond Loehr, 11 years old,
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Koska,
of 310 Van Buren street, died on
Monday morning at 3:35 o'clock, |
in St. Elizabeth's Hospital after a|
brief illness, following an attack of |
ippendicitis,

The deceased was horn in Delle-
ville January 31, 1915, a son of
Mr. and Mrs, John Loehr. He
leaves his mother and step-father,
Mr. and Mrs. John Keska, and the
following brothers and sisters: Ed-
ward, Lawrence, Alvin, Marie, Jo-

county, charging desertion and
has had & lawyer named her

sephine and Florence Loehr,
Tha funeral will be held Thurs-

Belleville (ILL) Daily Advocate, October 18, 1926

‘PEACHES’ TO SUE BROWNING|

Mother Appointed Guardian as Prelude to Aclion
Charging Cinderella Man With Cruelty

NEW YORK, Oct. 18. (#)—The romance of Edward W. Browning has
ended with a two-sided court litigation as its aftermath. Taking her first
step to fight the court actlon instituted Saturday in Poughkeepsie by her
51-year-old wealthy husband, “Peaches,” as he called her.during thelr six
months of married llfe, today obtained the appointment of her mother as
.her guardlan ad litum to bring separation action against Browning on
the ground of cruelty. +

She now has two guardians, as Su-
preme Court Justice Morschauser in A TTA CK ON

e Tl mam

Los Angeles Times October 19, 1926

Daddy Browning initiated the separation action by complaint dated October 20, 1926. As one
might expect, much of it contained lawyerly phrases and jargon, but it also included language
that the public could understand and was eagerly waiting to hear more about. He alleged that
from April 15, 1926, onward, Peaches “refused to have any sexual relations” with him, and “still

refuses to maintain such relations, thereby denying him his conjugal rights.”

This would seem to imply that the couple did have sexual relations from the date of the wedding,
April 10, until the 15®. As Runyon might have put it, this implication was a matter as to which
the public did not want to be kept in the dark and was very desirous of gaining more

illumination.



In keeping with the norms of the day (Queen Victoria had been gone only since 1901, after
reigning for 63 years) the newspapers were squeamish about their language. The phrase in
Browning’s complaint spoke of the denial of “sexual relations,” but no newspaper used that term,
even changing the quoted language to “marital relations.”®® This did not detract in the least from
the public’s thirst for details, as readers understood that in this context “marital relations” did not

mean “dear, kindly bring me my pipe and my slippers.”

For headline purposes, newspapers chose their words accordingly.

“DADDY” SAYS
"PEACHES” IS
g0LD AS ICE”

BROWNING GETS OVATION IN
COURT WHEN S8EPARATION
; CASE OPENS.

Judge Aroused by Show of Partiallty
in Crowd—First Witness In Fa-
mous Hearing Tells of Bride’s Run-

|" ning Away.

1. N.-S. Dispatch.
Courthouse, Carmel, N, Y., Jan. 24.
—For the first time in 16 weeks, Ed-
ward W. Browning today saw the
former “Peaches” Heenan, his bride

Daily Advocate, Greenville, Ohio January 26, 1927
America’s great humorist commentator. Will Rogers chimed in:
Browning and Peaches are suing for separation; we hope they will be happy. Now,

if the newspapers will just get a divorce from both of them the whole of America

will be happy. Yours for new cases, WILL ROGERS®!

80 Buffalo Times. October 24, 1926; Poughkeepsie Eagle-News. October 25, 1926; Tucson (Az) Citizen
81 NY Times October 20. 1926, online at https:/www.nytimes.com/1926/10/20/archives/mr-rogers-wants-a-divorce-
from-the-browning-case.html?searchResultPosition=4
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!Refusal of Martial Relations, Cruel and Inhu-
' man Treatment Alleged; Mother of
i “Peaches,” Added Abuse, Claimed

POUGHKEEEPSIE. N. Y., Oct. 23 _bride, ome, that she treated him
(IN8).—“Peaches™ Browning's honey- | cruelly, and two, that she refused him
'mun with her elderly husband, Ed- | his conjugal rights aflter the five
ward W. Browning. was of even days of marriage.
Ilhoﬂrr duration than hitherto has The complaint says:
been revealed, It becrame known to—| That since their marriage the de-
1 day through the papers of ths “mil~| fendant has treated the plalntifr in

Tucson (Az) Citizen October 24, 1926

'H’l"'mq-

ﬁ:&*&: - r!&f

Birmingham, (Ala) News, October 24, 1926

But Browning’s name and his escapades had become so well- known that reporters joked about

schoolchildren naming Daddy Browning when asked who is the father of this country.®?

The stories made fascinating reading, the more so when combined with Daddy’s allegations that
his mother-in-law carried much of the blame for the marriage’s failure. The stories in the press
were as abundant as during the courtship, but the split carried the prospect of lascivious details as

to what went wrong, with glimpses, perhaps, into the bedroom

82 The Bee, Danville. Va. March 17, 1927; Brooklyn Daily Times, October 9, 1927


https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-birmingham-news/18466/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-birmingham-news/18466/

People could take sides, as they watched the public slugfest, a warm — up for the main event, the

trial.

Rrownine eald ha

Hae AkSivAd 4

Reading (Pa.) Times November 5, 1927

iy

wning Fails in Love |
Ps choana]yst

i
1

..%E%%iﬂa;

Johnson Clty (Tn) Chronicle, November 7, 1926

"IEA LTH RUHVED BY DADD Y—PEACHES

' ‘Wlfe in Name Only,’
Browning's Reply
At Court Hearing

The principals were absent. but |
| considerable interest attended the
opening episode in the Daddy- |
| Peaches sepuration suit yesterdsy |

in Supreme eourt, White Plains.

In the same room that echoed to L

llleﬂm ny im the Stillman l,l\d Brownng

| Rhinelander cases, attormeys for|

Edward hn Browning, 52, snd| Fiveday wife u-l h..u...ﬂ he
i Frances Heenan Browning, 17, pre- |
—mrd ‘sMdavits to

the ’ I
esided, at the Stillman udl!“‘n' nl.n-.ll of Dadiy’s nm.- i

nhnntnmlrr trinls, Justice Mor- [8nd income
n-h-us-r 3 ol

o | SKET
Py 0“-‘ hupd M with sb- A0 _income of only $5,000 a year.
normalities in their marital -rela- The opposing = attorneys ~ will
tionship. on

for 0. lesk whe's met the
nu__m.-puhun-rl - 7, T-;'

Because of these practices,

$15.000 -Medical Fee Asked. | Jﬁmuwmﬁ_i.

New York Daily News November 16, 1926



132 ,—Notice of Triai . M.CF.DF.DG. Julius Blumberg, Law Blank Publisher
262 Grand Street, New York.

SUPREME CQURT - PUTNAM COUNTY.

EDWARD W, BROWNING, ;
Plaintiff’ |

| WP'LAINT IFF ‘3
il | Notice of Trial.
FRANCES HEENAN BROWNIL G, i
Defendant [
o . )
glec‘lgé fﬂ fd’w é@ﬂh(ﬂ, That the issue.8 in this action
will be brought to trial, andan Inquest taken therein, at a.8$p.eeial -Term..of. -the.Supreme
gourt, s appointed to be held in and for the County
o _Pmtehsags . . at the_County Courthouge in Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
on the 4th day of.. .. pecerber = 192 6 ab.....10s+30...0o'clock

in the forenoon of that day, or as soon thereafter as Counsel can be heard.
e

Dated the 7L 2 e day of __Novembe p-192 6

To RESERIN & SMITH, . ~— EsqB.]  TOMEBEIND % DAIR, . -

Attorney for Defendant s Attorney 8for Plaintiff
11 Broadway 27 Cedar Street,
New York City. New York City

The trial opened in January 1927, and for the next three months the press and public were
hanging on every word. There is no official trial transcript of the actual testimony. No doubt, a
court stenographer took notes of the testimony, but there is no indication that they were ever
typed up or printed. Both sides sought a separation, and that is what the court granted. Neither
side would appeal the merits of that grant, and because both wanted it, there was no need to print
up any record of the trial testimony. The only point raised on appeal was alimony and counsel
fees. Browning claimed that the court improperly or excessively granted attorneys’ fees to

Peaches’ lawyers.

The closest thing to a trial transcript was an unofficial publication called the White Plains

Record, which, in 13 pages of tiny print, contains the direct examination and cross-examination



of Peaches Browning, Carolyn Heenan, Daddy Browning, George Blakeslee (a neurologist), and

Roman Androsky (an ancillary witness). It may have been a single- issue publication.

- e

WHITE PLAINS

|

=81 OLE Tl W
NOL LXV], No. 3% SIXTY-SIXTH YEAR. . .

" MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 1997, = . FOURTEEN PAGES FRICE TWO CENTS

'BROWNING CASE IS OPENED
CANTONESE CAPTURE SHANGHAI SEEMS NEAR

| Jane Addams [Expeet Move huﬁkg:ﬂss‘hx Battle | Ducks Ballets [Little Court Room

Situation In Has Call On ’ In Carmel Crowded
China Soon, Prohibition| - For Famous Action
- Celebrated Separation Suit Of “Peaches™
And “Daddy” Gets Under Way.
And Is Adjourned.
By JAMES L. KILGALLEN,

it

Court House, Carmel, N. Y, Jan, 2 —"Peaches’
and *Daddy’: Brawning gve the natives of Carmel
the Chril of their v here foday when faend |
cach ather in enart at the opening of their celebrated
gt cvnitl seamion wag short and nof
very smappy—which wis a big disagpointment—bet
the home folks ot » good close ap of the (wo famous

Ttml and they wore happy.
ey e et et happand i

Olean (NY) Times, January 24, 1927

8 The Camden Morning Post of January 27. 1927, also carried “verbatim evidence introduced at trial.” In
preparation for the trial, Judge Joseph L. Morschauser, with the consent of the parties, appointed Peaches’ mother as
guardian, in place of Poughkeepsie attorney Nathaniel Otis Rockwood (1889-1942)



In breathless anticipation, the press and public awaited the start of the testimony, hoping to hear,
as Damon Runyon put it, some dirt and paprika. In his incomparable style, he covered several
sessions of the trial, from January 24, 1927, onward.®* Runyon spoke of that “callous codger and
his flapper wife,” appearing before a cadre of 100 reporters poised at their typewriters.
Browning, he said, “is what you might call a chick-chaser. That, he said, is the term for old guys
who choose them very youthful... Old girls who like young men are called veal hunters. Thus,
the English language is enriched every day,” he said in a parlance worthy of Sky Masterson of
Guys and Dolls.

Browning rolled into Carmel, New York, in his blue Rolls-Royce, and entered the courtroom, his
cheering section acknowledging him with applause, to the irritation of the judge, who did not
want the trial to be any more of a circus than the facts warranted. He banged his gavel, stating
that he would close the courtroom and conduct the trial in private, if the onlookers did not quiet
down. The prospect of closing the court would have been enough to quell the noise to the level of

a graveyard.

Peaches also had her cheering section, as she sat in court wearing a mink coat (it was a cold day).
Her mother entered the courtroom and took a couple of glances at Daddy “that would have done

him no good if glances were lethal weapons,” in Runyonesque language.

The opening day of testimony, carried not an iota of sensationalism. Lawyers’ talk, mostly.
Browning put on two witness to establish—as a necessary part of his case—that Peaches left
him. This proved uneventful, as the public had long been fully informed as to that. Edward
Kearney, Browning’s driver, testified that he drove Peaches and her mother to the Kew Gardens
residence, where they took two trunks of their belongings, and left the premises (and thus left
Browning). The other witness, James Gorman, told of how Peaches’ mother shut down

communications between Peaches and Daddy.%

8 Runyon’s first installment appeared in a number of papers including the Bridgeport (Ct.) telegraph of January 24,
1927.
85 Camden, (NJ Evening Courier, January 24, 1927



A deputy sheriff, mindful of the judge’s admonition against demonstrations during the court
sessions, waited until it was over, and kissed Browning’s hand in continental fashion, saying
“More power to you,” for which Browning thanked him graciously.®® A proceeding of this
magnitude, with crowds of reporters, camara people, veteran court observers, and parents with
baby carriages, proved too large for the courthouse in Carmel, and so Judge Albert H. F. Seeger

ordered the trial to White Plains.®’

Judge Albert H. F. Seeger (1859-1945)

% Boston Globe, January 25, 1927

87 Judge Albert Henry Frederick Seeger was born on February 20, 1859, in Stuttgart, Wurtemberg, Germany and
came to the U.S. at a young age. He graduated from the Newburgh Free Academy in 1875 and studied law at the
office of Colonel William D. Dickey, who would become a Supreme Court Justice. Seeger worked as a law clerk for
that office from 1875 until 1886 and was admitted to the bar in 1880. Seeger served as Assistant District Attorney
for Orange County from 1895 until 1903, and as District Attorney for the next two years. He took the bench in 1907
as a judge for Orange County, and in 1917, was elected to the Supreme Court for the Ninth Judicial District.
Governor Alfred E. Smith designated him to the Appellate Division, Second Department in 1926.
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Judge Seeger said that he was not going to let the case become a “Hall-Mills sensation,” and he

barred photographers in the courtroom.®®

The building and the courtroom were larger, but that only meant more people could attend, and

they squeeze together on staircases and bannisters to get a glimpse of the couple.

NY Daily News, February 2, 1927

8 NY Times, January 2, 1927



“There’s Daddy! There’s Peaches!”

A
Oakland (Neb.) Sentinel February 18, 1927

THE SAN FRA\.CISCO E..\A\!.I\TR WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2

P[ABH[S []N ' . “Them Was the Happy Days!”
STANDBARES
MARRIEDLIt

iginderella" Girl, in Witness
Chair Entire Day, Collapses, |
but Continues After Recess

I: BUT TODAY! AH, TODAY' Well, anyway, as you can plainly see, we have hert' left and then right,
Mrs. Browning, known to the public as "I-‘enrhes : “Daddy” Browning, Dorothy “Sunshine” Brown-
ing, and Mrs. Heenan, mother of “Peaches.” ]

San Francisco Examiner, January 26, 1927



In White Plains, the proceedings picked up a bit, with one-eye to the keyhole, as Runyon
described it. Testimony centered on the diary that Peaches had kept, before her marriage.
Browning was represented by Poughkeepsie’s John Mack, and by Francis Dale, assisted by J.
Bennett Southard (who also happened to be Putnam County Judge, but the rules were more

relaxed then as to possible conflicts and appearances.)®’

Mack wanted the diary in evidence to show that Peaches had earlier boyfriends, with whom she
“made love,” although no one defined what that meant. Mack said he wanted to show that
Peaches “was a woman of the world at the time of her marriage and was not innocent of the
marriage act.”’ Peaches’ lawyer objected to that line of questioning, giving fodder to the press,

who could make a headline of it.

That day, the United States government was to abandon rights in China, an item that drew print

of about the same size as the mention of Peaches’s diary.

% John Mack was born in Poughkeepsie on June 10, 1874. After graduating from high school, he read law for three
years in a Poughkeepsie law office and was admitted to the bar in 1896. By 1910 the Progressive “Bull Moose”
schism had begun to show its effects in normally Republican Dutchess County, where Mr. Mack served two terms
as District Attorney. With the backing of Mr. Mack and others, young Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected to the State
Senate. Mr. Mack was Democratic party county chairman in Dutchess County for almost ten years. When Mr.
Roosevelt was elected Governor in 1928, Mr. Mack was regarded as one of his close advisers.

Governor Roosevelt named him justice of the Ninth Judicial District, which comprised Putnam, Dutchess, Orange,
Rockland and Westchester Counties.

Tall and courtly mannered, he spoke with a slight drawl and sometimes wore an old-fashioned string bow tie. He
spent much of his time on his 1,000-acre farm, Clove Valley, near Poughkeepsie and liked to refer to himself as a
“farmer who dabbled in the law.” Mack retired in 1949. His wife, the former Wilhelmina B. Immekus, whom he
married in 1899, died in 1954. He was survived by two sons, John E., Jr., of Holly Grove, Ark., and Edward J. Mack
of Poughkeepsie, and two daughters, Mrs. John P. Donohoe of Garrison and. Mrs. John C. Grissy of Poughkeepsie.
NY Times, February 24, 1958

ROOSEVELT REVEALS HIS CHOICE OF MACK; Announces One of Advisers in Walker Case Will Nominate
Him at Chicago. Long Governor Roosevelt’s friend, Supreme Court Justice of Poughkeepsie Nominated Him for
His First Office. NY Times, June 20, 1932

%0 Camden Courier- Post, January 27, 1927
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Peaches’ side, represented by Henry Epstein and Maurice Smith, called Marion Tussey of New
York, who testified that only recently Daddy asked her if, before the marriage, she hadn’t taken
Peaches on nude parties and hadn’t chaperoned peaches to a doctor for an illegal operation—and
that it would be worth her while if she could think something up along those lines—suggesting
the he was advancing subornation of perjury for some financial reward. The witness denied that

she and Peaches had done anything of the sort.

Another witness, Catherine Mayer, testified that on the wedding night of the couple she heard an
argument and screaming between the two. Peaches’ lawyer used this testimony, trying to show
that, from the start, Daddy Browning was not the benevolent knight he claimed to be. Epstein
called Arthur Le Duc, a newspaper reporter, who said Browning sent for him once, and asked
him if Frances had not kissed him, and if he would not testify that she had. Le Duc said Mrs.
Browning had never kissed him, and that he certainly would not testify that she had.’!

Enter the New York Society for the Suppression of Vice

The trial caused consternation among the anti-vice forces. Judge Seeger received telegram from
John S. Sumner, Secretary of the New York Society for the Suppression of Vice, protesting

against making the trial public.

! Camden, New Jersey Courier-Post, January 27, 1927


https://www.newspapers.com/paper/courier-post/3767/

Your unfortunate decision to make a public show of the Browning trial, admitting
the public and newspaper writers and photographers, has resulted, as was to be
expected, in a flood of filthy published matter, including imaginary pictures to
illustrate lewd incidents of the plaintiff's story, especially in the so-called tabloid
press... These details are read by young and old and youth is debauched and
depraved. Accordingly, we request that in the interests of public decency you

immediately close the trial to the public and newspaper correspondents.

Justice Seeger declined to close the court. “The policy of our law is against secrecy, except in
such cases as are definitely set forth in the law...Secrecy is likely to breed perjury,” adding that
he saw very little in the present case to differentiate it from other separation suits heard every
day to which little, if any, attention is paid. “One of the causes of the publicity given to this
case,” he said, “was the publicity sought by the parties on both sides, and he did not feel that they
could be harmed any more than they had been by their own published statements.” The

newspapers, in most cases, he said, had kept well within the limits of decency.

The Peaches trial, the Society for the Suppression of Vice, and the aftermath of the Scopes
Monkey Trial were all contestants for the top news stories of the hour. The Scopes “monkey
trial” was the name journalist H. L. Mencken applied to the 1925 prosecution of a criminal action
brought by Tennessee against high school teacher John T. Scopes for teaching evolution in
public schools. On January 27, 1927, a newspaper carried an unforgettable page, containing
Peaches, Damon Runyon, and the Monkey Bill—a proposed law that would make it a crime to

teach evolution in North Carolina.


https://firstamendment.mtsu.edu/article/rights-of-teachers/
https://firstamendment.mtsu.edu/article/evolution/

MonkeyBlll Marl.et Law Held Valtd
Is at Last Bank Stockholders Win
Introducedl In Supreme Court Rules

D(‘(‘hlul]s in Two lm ortant \\ m-smu-\alo m Cases
InAssembly \

| Handed Down in Yeste rrday’s Batehs Court
Sympathizes With Meat-Dealers but

Shares Interest Wi it h‘ Finds City Within Rq.ills ‘
Report of Edueation ¥ i not

UJ' |H{()( K BARKLEY
Commission .

House f{_a?Flood
Of State Measures

munic

f'overnnr Presents Re-. the s
day T 3 g
port of Commission; | “urt In the meat murket |
Little Comment [ Hardshjp Coneeded
“Tt was u hiy

Raleigh, N. C., Jan. 2
An anti-evolution bill

£pons:
y the North Carolina E
Zle outstood

in  spontaneous

s¢ h«dtmd

e e o Peache.s and IIor HIzes ‘

the sessions of both ]mu o5 an!‘

i e Continge Atlaclu of Mud ‘

Poole Sponsor
The anti-evolutionary memsure

was introduced into the House h. D]-"’Q‘iir[l B"III(\ Blushes

Representative David Seott Poo

o Hok " Sounty, who bnd o as She Admits Small Order Seizure

mne ) {9 went down 1
defeat In committee but tod Lie on """“!‘ ()f 'r‘"“hq“"". |
measure is the first offereq e y {
the league—the former m t o > ) M T
Committes Bt O Hefty Petter In Grave-Yard |
rrovides for imposing of pris

nn!f;‘rulv-n on violators of the pro- Listed Her \moruus Boy PO < {
nose: aw. = ot Pl e

Length of the prison sentence | Friends in Diary :
would be left to the discret f |

the court. Any teaching o
lution In State-supported s (Copyright, 1427, by Universal Service)
or higher institutions in the White Plains, N. Y., Jan. 26—
would bring fine or impriso! P s VU e gl
r revocation of teaching certifi- ff“f‘!"’"! pulling and hauling here

By [l\‘fll\ IH NYON

1.
Ivr was by 4 court for
of A twombstone in a1l

Winston- Salem Journal, January 27, 1927

. . 92
Henry Luce’s Time Magazine issued a sharp rebuke at the tawdriness of it all.

What a month it was. In addition, it featured investigation into baseball’s Chicago Black Sox
scandal, and the world’s first trans-Atlantic phone call. Big as those items were, the Peaches

headlines sometimes eclipsed the others.

%2 Time Magazine, February 7, 1927 online at https://time.com/archive/6660212/the-press-orgy/



https://time.com/archive/6660212/the-press-orgy/
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Altoona ( Pa.) Tribune, January 27, 1927

Damon Runyon observed that Daddy could be expected to counter Peaches’ evidence and to
proclaim himself the kindest 52-year-old “who ever joined hands in wedlock with a fifteen-year-

9993

old flapper.

Reporting on the testimony of Peaches’ mother, the New York Times said that Mrs. Heenan
waxed melodramatic at times and told with full dramatic effect of the days preceding the
wedding and of the day when Browning left with her daughter for Cold Spring, where they were
married. He gave orders to one of his assistants, she said, to “bring three good men with you,
good enough to knock down any officer of the law who tries to stop you.” This was just after the

Children’s Society had brought proceedings to take her daughter from her, she said.

She told of quarrels between her daughter and Browning after the wedding, one of which was
over some newspaper clippings each wanted. Peaches had cut them from a newspaper—pictures
of herself—and Daddy wanted to take them to the office. His wife wanted to keep them, and
finally she gave them to him, but then he threw them on the floor and said he didn't want them
after all. This also brought the information that Daddy Browning insured all his clippings, so
much did he value the thousands he had collected on his own activities, most of them with girls.

After one quarrel, Mrs. Heenan said, Peaches went to him and pleaded:

9 Winston-Salem, (NC) Journal, January 27, 1927



“Oh, Daddy”—she always called him Daddy—*“why can’t you be happy?”” And then he

threatened her as the thought of a separation suit came up, saying, according to Mrs. Heenan:

“No Judge in the world would believe your daughter. They buy lunches for me while I freeze

poor people out. Every newspaper will put me on the front page and you will be down in the dirt

with the first Mrs. Browning.”"*

On Peaches’ behalf, Epstein called Dr. George Blakeslee as an expert witness, and posed to him
a lengthy hypothetical, the thrust of which was that peaches’ living environment, with Daddy
Browning, was detrimental to her health.”> He also called Leslie Fullenweider, of Famous
Features Syndicate, to testified that he interviewed Peaches, who told him that Browning was
unbearable, he also stated that Peaches did herself not write the feature article Why I Left Daddy

Browning; that it was written for her, but that she went over the story and approved it.%°

After Epstein concluded the case for Peaches, John Mack told the court that he planned to

present 12 former boyfriends of Peaches to show her unchaste character.’’

That line of testimony began when Mack called to the stand James P. Mixon, who testified that
he spent a night in the same room with Peaches before she married Browning. Hearing this,

Peaches jumped up and called him a liar.

“Peaches” Browning Creates Scene In Court
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Marion (Ohio) Chronicle Tribune, January 31, 1927

% New York Times, January 27, 1927

%5 Abilene, (Tx) Reporter-News, February 2, 1927
% Streator, (I11.) Times, January 31, 1927

97 Jersey Journal, January 28, 1927
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Mack called Elizabeth Farney, a friend of the Browning couple, who testified that the couple
were affectionate to one another.”® The same for two other women that testified on Browning’s

behalf, Emma Steiner and Margaret MacDonald.”

Then came the moment everyone was waiting for, when Browning himself took the stand. To no

one’s surprise, he denied all allegations of cruelty and presented himself as a doting husband.
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Freeport, Ill. Journal, February 1, 1927'%

Mack asked Daddy to describe the wedding night. He said they had sat on the bed together;
Peaches wearing a nightgown. He said he told Peaches to act as a wife, at which “she repulsed
me, screamed and jumped up.” At that point, Peaches’ mother ran into the room and explained
that Peaches was “very young and very virtuous.”'%! Under cross examination by Epstein,
Browning hedged on whether he ever told reporters that Peaches denied him marital relations,

but finally stated that Peaches “always refused me.”!*?

% Parsons (Kansas) Daily Sun, February 1, 1927.

9 Witchata Falls (Tx) Record News, February 2, 1927

100 See, also, Trenton (NJ) Times, February 1, 1927; See, also Indiana (Pa.) Gazette February 2, 1927
101 Nashville Banner, February 1, 1927

192 Trenton Times, February 1, 1927
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Winnipeg, Canada Free Press Evening Bulletin, February 1, 1927

After Peaches testified, “your correspondent’s manly cheeks are still suffused with blushes as he
sits down to write of a few peeks into the bridal chamber of dear old ‘Daddy’ Browning and his
‘Peaches,’” wrote Damon Runyon, “Daddy wanted her to parade around in the nude, she
testified, and eat breakfast without any clothes on.” “Absolutely not!” said Daddy, regarding

these allegations. “It was very cold. It would have been foolish to ask her.”1%

103palm Beach (F1) Post, January 26,1927
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In 1927, the New York Society for the Suppression of Vice took publisher Emile H. Gauvreau
and co. to court for alleged violations of NY Penal Law Section 1141 in their stories about
Daddy and Peaches. The NYSSV objected in particular to the ‘composographs’ (“outrageous
staged photos with cheeky captions and speech bubbles”), one of which featured a negligee-clad
Peaches, a bumbling Daddy, and the Honking African Gander cavorting in the bedroom.!%

104 Online at https://thepoplarsschool.com/wp/2017/03/09/inspiration-peaches-daddy-browning/
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Attorney Max Steuer conceded that Gauvreau and others had published the matter in question,

but that the statute violated free speech protections of the Constitution.!?

The three-judge Court agreed. Judges Healey, Mclnerny, and Voorhies dismissed the complaint,
stating that while the content may be objectionable and even disgusting, it did not violate Penal
Law Sec, 1141, which provided that: “A person who sells * * * or has in his possession with
intent to sell, * * * any obscene, lewd, lascivious, filthy, indecent or disgusting book * * * is

guilty of a misdemeanor.”
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Cincinnati Enquirer, February 2, 1927

Browning’s attorney John Mack produced a note from Peaches to Daddy, saying “You are the
idle of my dreams,” for which Damon Runyon gave Peaches only about 89 in spelling.!% After
the trial ended, people may have thought that they would, for a few days, perhaps, give up their
habit of reading about Peaches and Daddy Browning.

105 NY Times, June 16, 1927
106 Palm Beach Post, February 2, 1927



A headline proclaimed as much: You Wont Hear About It For a Month — Maybe!
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But no sooner did the testimony end than Browning was in another bizarre situation, held “under
arrest” in connection with a suit against him by a reporter who claimed that Browning defamed

him in connection with the Spas case.!"’
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107 poughkeepsie (NY) Eagle News, February 4, 1927



Meanwhile, as Daddy Browning was trying to be released from custody, Peaches was on her way

to Bermuda.'®

Becoming household names is generally figurative, but just as the trial testimony ended, Peaches

and Daddy entered the kitchens of the readers, in an ad for wholesome biscuits in Louisiana:
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“Peaches Aud Datdy Browing”

The civilized world has been rocked by a scandalous divorce trial

which has been going on for the past ten days in one of our Northern
States. Peaches accuses her elderly husband of cruelty and Daddy

Browning accuses his wife of neglect. Daddy States that Peaches

never cooked a meal for him during their short married life. We
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are not sure but we believe that if Peaches had fed Daddy on Dainty,

WY

Delicious, Whelesome Biscuits made from PIKE’'S PEAK, the

N

Perfect Self Rising Flour, Daddy would not have accused his wife
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PH

of neglect. Wives—be good to your husbands, treat them daily with

I
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hot biscuits made from Pike’s Peak.
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Phones 161-431 INatchitoches, La.
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Natchitoches, (Louisiana) Enterprise, February 10, 1927

And on the tennis court in California:

108 New York Daily News, February 9, 1927



FOR THE MIXED DOUBLES
WOULD SUGGEST “PEACHES”
AND “DADDY” BROWNING. THEY
WOULD HAVE TO COMPETE UN-
DER A HEAVY HANDICAP. '*

. ®

Bakersfield, (Ca) Morning Echo, February 13, 1927

As is and was typical, a judge in a non-jury trial will take the matter under advisement, and in
due course will render a decision, with the length of time varying, depending on the complexity
of the case. Judge Seeger made his ruling in late March, finding for Browning. Both sides sought

a separation, but because Browning prevailed, he was relieved of paying alimony.

As the public waited for Judge Seeger’s decision, the Brownings did not gain all the headlines.

George Herman (Babe) Ruth (1895-1948)

On March 4, 1927, Babe Ruth became the highest paid player in baseball history, signing a 3-
year, $70,000 per season contract with the New York Yankees. His yearly income was surpassed
by Daddy Browning. Several months after the Browning trial, the Babe hit his 60™ record-

breaking home run for the season.



In his March 21,1927 decision, the judge cited the controlling law, that a husband or wife could

bring an action for separation against the other, based on:

1. Cruel and inhuman treatment of the spouse by the other spouse
2. Conduct on the part of one spouse towards the other as may render it unsafe
and improper for the former to cohabit with the latter.

3. Abandonment of one spouse by the other

Daddy’s action was based upon a claim of abandonment. Peaches’s counterclaim was based
upon improper conduct as above. Judge Seeger pointed under New York law, a wife is not bound
to reside with her husband, when his treatment of her is such as to impair her health, safety and
peace of mind, and if under such circumstances she leaves his house and refuses to reside or

cohabit with him, it does not constitute abandonment.

The judge found no evidence to sustain Peaches’ charges “except her own testimony, and some
slight corroboration by her mother and another woman friend who testified to a single transaction

alleged to have occurred at the Cold Spring House shortly after the marriage...

The conduct of the parties during their married life, he said, and [Daddy’s]
generosity toward [Peaches] and her mother successfully contradict the false
charges of penuriousness made against [Daddy] and his alleged failure to provide
necessary medical treatment for [Peaches] He paid large sums of money for
medical treatment to numerous physicians both before and after the marriage. He
paid [Peaches’s] mother a sum larger than her earnings before the marriage for
remaining at home and nursing her daughter as well as providing food and other

necessaries and paying room rent.

The judge found it “true that he permitted photographs of himself and wife to be taken, but I am
constrained to the belief that she did not object thereto and that she enjoyed the foolish publicity
as much as he did, and also that under the circumstances the ingenuity and persistence of the

photographers and reporters was the principal cause of the publicity.”



Continuing, the judge ruled that [Peaches’s] claim that she was annoyed by [Daddy’s] conduct in
permitting her to be photographed and having their marriage and married life made the subject of
publicity is negatived by the fact that before she left [Daddy] she was in communication with a
news syndicate and as soon as she left she permitted herself to be photographed and her reasons

for leaving her husband to be published for a small monetary consideration.”

“I am satisfied,” he said, “ that the immediate cause of [her]| leaving [him] was because she and
her mother conspired to compel [him] purchase or lease a large apartment for the occupancy of
the family, including the mother, as well as to procure an automobile for [Peaches’s] personal
use which automobile was wholly unnecessary as she rode daily with [Daddy] and also to
procure additional and unnecessary clothing, and that the act of leaving was a trick to that end; or

that she became tired of her aged husband and preferred alimony to his society.”

Browning, represented by Peter Smith, appealed against paying additional fees to his wife's
counsel, and when the Appellate Division affirmed the order, he appealed to the Court of
Appeals, which on February 24, 1928, affirmed the lower court order of the Special Term which
directed him to pay an additional $1,844.44 for disbursements upon the trial, together with
$2,500 counsel fees. Browning v. Browning 247 NY 579 Feb. 24, 1928) Henry Epstein, counsel
for Mrs. Browning, obtained $8,500 for counsel fees and reserved the right to make claim for

additional allowance.



BABE RUTH BREAKS
HOME RUN RECORD

Eight
Yank Slugger Slam His|

Hmu. and

Wateh

| 60th Clout of Season. |

‘ NEW

YORK, Sept, 30, (#)—Bahe|
| Ruth eracked his own season record }
| for heme runs today, when he helted |

hig 60th high up into the right fl-'ltl‘l
l)vlnnwhﬂxe in the eighth inning of the|
Fame with Washington, he -vlmni
| was made off Zachary and came lll\l
one on to break a 2-2 tie Ruth's

record of

59 homers was made«

in 1921,

!

! About R000 fans were i the stands
1!0 see the TYankee sluZging king |
gemash the record experts believed
!\\mlhl stand for all time As the
i Bambino circled the bases, he was |
| foreed to doff his hat continually Tnl
| the fans' cheers, The celebration |
‘lwnminl:m] for several minutesg nnrr;

Nuth disappeared into the dugout.

Most

the

hand

He

m

irers

the
to

of

plate
as

was

the
aver

shake
he trotted
nearly mobbed

he made his

as

;r]uhhnusn.

Yankee team
big
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were at
fellow's
platter,
his ad- |
to the
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Spokane (Wa.) Chronicle, September 30, 1927

ALLENTOWN, PA., TUESDAY MORNING, MARCH 22,

1927

LOSES sulr

Mrs. Frances Heenan (Peaches)
Browning, losea all claim upon her
husband, “Daddy" Browhing, by vir-
tue of decision by N. Y. Supreme

Court Justice Seege!

‘SLAIN' GIRL TURNS UP.
REVEALS ‘TRAVESTY' ON
KENTUCKY JUSTICE

laalae W aman'e Barinrerd

'DADDY' BROWNING

WINS HIS SUIT

FOR SEPARATION FROM ‘PEACHES

Justice Seeger Says He Fails to Find Young Wife's
Charges of Cruelty Supported by Evidence.

$300 Week Alimony

Carmel, N. T., March 21 (F)—Less
than a year since her hurried run-
away marriage with Edward West
Browning, ber “Cinderella Man,” the
former Frances “Peaches” Heenan
today saw her romance crash, with-
qut compensation, upon the uncom-
promising fact of a court decision.

giving legal separation to her
hueband.

Supreme Court .lu-uee A. H. Bee-
ger. who the trial, here

and at White :Pll.llw. sald, In the de-
claion, that he falled to find Mrs.
Browning's sensational charges of
:-ruelty supportable by the evidence.

‘Mrs. Browning's allmony of $§300
a week, which began in November,
is automatically discontinued and her
only clalm to continued support Is to
return to her husband, should he de-
sire to take her back.

The te man, whose 53 years
tended to Make married life a ner-
vouys experience for the young
woman, Mrs. Browning testified, was

abgolved by Justice Seeger of charges | fr.
| ranging from miserliness to abnorm-

allty.

The justice, viewing the case as a
‘whole, however, took the occasion to
criticize both sides of the separgtion
suit—once Mrs. Browning's side for
an “attempt to palm off an expur-

‘gated diary” as evidence, and

Automatically Stops

again,
Mr. Browning's side, for the testl-
mony of two male witnesses, who, the
judu uld. “ought now to be prose-
cul

Juaum Seeger grantsd Browning
the separation—he began the suit—
on the ground of abandonment, dis-
missing the realestate man's first
cayse of action of slleged cruelty. -

Mrs. Browning, the justice held,
falled to justify her conduct in leav-
ing her husband.

Her counter-claim, that she wos
forced to leave becauss she could “no
longer stand” the company ef her
husband, was dismissed,

The only point of peculiarty which,
said Justice Seeger, he could find in
the elderly realestate man was the
fact that he married so young a
woman. Even so, he sald he believed
Browning's “intentions were good."

If Mrs. Browning was not, as -hp

in her
money and was merely seeking hn
eadom, she should, he advised, peti-
tion for an annulment on the ground
that she was too young at the time
of her marriage.

On the April day whken the two
were married in the little town of
Cold Bpring. across the county west

(Continued on Page Twelve)
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Browning, center, and a few of his lawyers.

Mamaroneck Daily Times, January 24, 1982, in a retrospective of the episode

When Peaches went out on her own, newspapers carried articles about her doing “repair” work

on her body, including thinning her “piano legs.”

["A Little Repair Work |

. =In
PEACHES' BROWNING, with a vaudeville contract to eom.
pensate her for the loss of '*Daddy’’ Browning's
money, is undergoing treatrhent by Dr. Henry
for removal of the famous acid-scars and for reductior

of her ‘'piano’’ legs. . .:.’ '-

Washington DC Herald, April 10, 1927



The Next Chapter: Peaches, On Her Own

After Judge Seeger’s March 1927 decision, the pair were separated. This left Daddy with his
wealth, but the court denied alimony to Peaches. Presumably she had accumulated wealth, in the
form of Daddy’s gifts, but she was determined to strike out on her own. The first we hear of her

in that setting is with a dancing partner, Leslie Conillard in a Chicago cabaret. Mann’s Million

Dollar Rainbo Room. %

——r—

N —
—Upderwood & Underwood —Undsrwosi -& Underweod

 ————————— e — ¢
“PEACHES” A WORKING GIRL. Denied ali-
mony from her dear *‘Daddy’’ Browning, ‘‘Peaches’’ Heenan
Browning has become a working girl onece more; She is
shown here daneing with her partner, Leslic Conillard, at a

eafe on Chicago’s fashionable North Side.

Above from Washington DC Herald, April 15, 1927

She had a companion, Al Mann, the cabaret owner’s son, with whom she was arrested for
disorderly conduct after police stopped them, while driving.''° Peaches also had medical surgery

done in connection with the earlier scarring. The operation drew national attention:

109 Tacoma (Wa.) Daily Ledger, May 8, 1927
119 Brooklyn Times Union April 27, 1927



First Fac’rsAbout Peaches Brownim;fsw
' BUI’TIS'"and Her New face

Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser, June 5, 1927

Tracking Daddy, we learn that he had a different color Rolls-Royce.

“Daddy’”’ Browning’s Auto
Is Now Flaming Red

3 NEW YORK, May 10—"0o0, it's Dad-
y.n '

“Look, there's the Rolls."”

Two office workers, on lunch vaca-
tion, giggled; a crowd gathered today
in front of 56 Vesey Street, Men and
women swarmed about a taciturn man
with gray hair. He, one Edward West
Browning. husband of Peaches, was
entering the “odd lots” real estate ex-
change. '

Just why the 'sewnh-%etnnd Stireet
real estate man should invade the
Vesey Street Exchange in quest of
auctioned parcels remained a mystery.
He refused to talk. But this may thrill
yvou. His rented Rolls-Royce is blue
no longer. TIt's ﬁammg red like youth

Qe~11.3 ALz l:'_;_i \ |
Springfield. Ma. Morning Union, May 11, 1927

Also, the press learned that he was still trying to disentangle himself from the Spas suit.!!! News

of it came to the Polish speaking community in Buffalo, NY.

1 Buffalo Courier Express. December 27, 1927



BROWNING ZAMIERZA O-
CZY$CIE SIE Z ZARZUTOW

NEW YORK. wtorek. — Edward |
West Browning, milioner realnoScio-
wiec, ktéry nabral rozglosu wskutek
réinych zawiklaf romansowych i a-
‘doptowati, poczyni odpowiedni kroki,
lby zupelnie oczyseib si¢ & nieprzyje-
'mnokei W jakis popad! pd adoptowd-
‘niu swej cérki, panny L. Spas w roku.
11925.

Jezeli wyjdzie zwyciesko, zwolniony
‘on bedzie z wszelkich starych zawi-
|kafl mitosnych, précz jednej, a to z
‘panig Frances Heenen (Peaches)
'Browning, z ktéra si¢ ozenil. Adwokat
'milionera we frode ma rozpoczaé od-
Ipcwiedni kroki, by wyrzucié ze sgdu
sprawg panny Spas, ktéra $ada
1$500,000 odszkodowania za rzekome
| pobicie i niewladciwe wiezienie.

l.

Dziennik Dla Wszstkich, December 27, 1927

I _ _'i’;:achcs_ ches” Browning is Here

C,

“PEACHES" BROWNING |
theater i  “Peaches") Closing the vaudevills hill are |
) Brownlng, “the most|ths Ishikawa Japs, a quartet of
oday.”  With her | entertainers who do the seeming- |
sents & song snd | Iv impossible in an easy

i chich shows the rem

o W | which T i
Jackson, Miss. Citizen Patriot December 4, 1927




In Orion, Illinois, the American Legion produced a comedy, a home talent play, entitled 4 Trip
to Paris featuring actors playing Peaches and her mother, as well as Gloria Swanson, Sherlock
Holmes, Harold Lloyd, Clara Bow, and Jack Dempsey. Mr. Holmes was played by Chester

Gustafson.'!?

In 1929, Peaches established her dower rights, as she was separated from Daddy, but they were

still married and undivorced, entitling her to one third of Dadd’s real estate holdings.'!®

GETS DOWER RIGHTS

l[ PEACHES BROWNING

WILL GET ONE-THIRD .
SHARE IN DADDY’S REALTY
But Masi Wait Until Browning Dies to

t About $333,000 3
New York, Aug. 16. (US)—"Peaches
Browning

s
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, rights suit under wm York laws
which state a wife is entitled to one

i
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;{8 bond to protect her interests,

Allentown, (Pa.) Morning Call, August 17, 1929

12 Moline, Illinois Dispatch, December 5, 1927
113 Peaches was represented by former Justice Daniel F. Cohalan, in the action before Judge Curtis A. Peters. Daddy
was represented by Henry B. Goulston.



In August of 1929, Peaches acquired a settlement order from New York Supreme Court Judge

Curtis A. Peters in her suit against Daddy for her dower interest in fifteen parcels of real estate

on Manhattan, Bronx and Long Island, transferred by Browning to the Edbro Realty Corporation

on April 10, 1926, after their marriage.

Peaches’ mother, who brought the action because her daughter was still below legal age to sue,

and her attorney, former Supreme Court Justice Daniel F. Cohalan, said in affidavits that they

had accomplished “substantially” all they asked by “negotiation rather than litigation.”

Under the agreement, whenever any parcel of the realty is sold an application will be made to the

court to determine the value of Mrs. Browning's dower interest, and she will then give a release

of her rights. The settlement of the suit lifts the liens against the property filed when the action

was brought in June, 1928.!14

Peaches filed suit for divorce against Daddy in late 1930. To get a divorce, one needed grounds,

such as adultery. In her suit, Peaches alleged that a detective in her pay followed Browning’s

limousine into a lover’s lane in Central Park where he took up with an underage female. She also

sought $50,000 a year alimony.!!>

Tuleshssa, Distried EI78
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114 NY Times August 18, 1929
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Resign After Disoswery of| |
His Elscirical Exparimants|

ALFRED MOND,
BRITISH GINT
INTRADE, DIES

LLerd Melcheti Succumbs When
i Hioed Claks in Weins; Had

nDarmatt File Motioe
ol Infemi

115 See Columbia (SC) Record, December 28, 1930; see, also, Victoria (Canada) Daily Times, December 27, 1930



In the interim. Browning, on August 26, 1930, revised the will that he had written in 1912. He

disinherited Frances (Peaches) Heenan:

WHEREAS I have heretofore married Frances Heeran Browning, and
whe:*eas our marital relationship haa been unhappy, and she having left me
and by her acts caused me to lose all my love and affection for her and
oau3ing me great mental distress and worries, and the said Frances Heenan
Rrowning having also cgused me humiliation, embarrasament and unwarranted
and unnecessary expense of money in the defense and prosecution of legal
actlons caused through the conduct of my szid wife, Frences Heenan Brcwning;
and whereas after a protracted trial of the issues in the Supreme Court of
Wes:chester County, New York, I was fully vindicated by the decision entirely

in my favor because of my said wife's abandonment of me, it is now my wish
tha: my said wife shall not share in any of my personalty or other estate;
and because of her conduct as herein desoribed toward me, I disinherit her
frorn any of the benefits of my estate, except such interest as the law pro-

vidos for her at the date of this Codieil.
I have added this Codicil to my said lest Will and Testament because

of tihe fact that my marriage to my said wife Frances Heenan Browning was sub-
sequent to the dete of my said Last #ill and Testament, and in order -that the

terms and provisions of my said .Last Will and Testament should not through

operation of law become invalid or unenforgible because of said marriage.

He also disinherited his first wife, Nellie Adele Lowen.

AND WHEREAS by reason of my former wife, Nellie Adele Lowen Browning,

having left me and by her acti!;;;;;%:ge to lose all my love and affection
y

e 4




. Pags 2,‘icil/to Tast Will and Testament of Edward W. Browning, August 26,19%
for her a® causing me great mental distress and anguish, it is r-:o’ my wish

that my said former wife, Nellie Adele Lowen Browning, shall not share or
benefit in any of my personalty or other estate, except only by reason of
the provision having already been made for my former wife, Nellie Adele

Browning, under agreement dated December 24th 1923, and which wos (and is)

in lieu of all dower and thirds in my estate, no further provision is made

for geid Nellie Adeke Lowen Browning.

He saw to it that of the two daughters, Margerie and Sunshine, nothing was to go to Margerie

and everything to Sunshine.

Furthermore, I am under no obligation to provide for the child known
as Margarie Brownirg, as I have mo affection for seid child and she never
ha¢. any affedtion for me. I wish it publiely known thot said Mergarie

Arowning was never adopted by me, legally or otherwise, and it is my wish
that she shall not share in any of my personalty or other estate. Margarie
Browning was adopted by gzid Nellie Adele Lowen Browning and wus taken away
and voluntarily left with said Nellie Adele Lowen Browning at the time of my
divoree from seid Nellie Adele Lowen Browning.

In the event that I should predecease my c¢hild, Dorothy Browning,

I direct that the trustees named in said Will shall set apart out of my
residuary estate sufficient thereof to provide an income of Ten thousand
($19,000.) Dollars per annim until szid Dorothy Browning shall have reached
the age of twenty-one years and the sum of Twenty-five {325,000.) Dhousand
Dollars per annum during the remeinder of her life.

I bequeath to my child, Dorothy Browning, all my personal belong-
ings, jewelry end effects, automobiles and all picturea,.silverware. furni-

ture and furnishings of eny kind which may be contained in any apartment or

dwelling used or occupied by me at the ti.e of my death.




The divorce trial started a year later in December 1931 before Judge John L. Walsh in

7 and Peaches by Daniel F.

Manbhattan.!''® Browning was represented by James D. C. Murray,
Cohalan.!'® The proof fell far short of adultery, as two of the women—in their early twenties—

testified that they rode around with Daddy Browning, who acted as a “perfect gentleman.”
If the public was expecting something salacious, the young women, Marion Jenis, a dancing hall

hostess, and her sister, Evelyn, disappointed any such expectations, saying that Browning spoke

chiefly not about sex or romance, but of the value of eating lettuce.

Dialectics v. Diatetics

News accounts varied as to whether the conversation turned to diatetics or to dialectics. Portland

and Boston, below, reported dialectics, whereas New Jersey and Nebraska reported diatetics.

‘Lettuce And Dialectic’s Topics In
Daddy Browning Car, Says Blonde

Peaches’ Husband Testifies ITe Took Sisters On
Rides Only When Convinced They

Were Ladies

tate man, slightly bald, took the wit-
neas stand today for the defense In
| Mrs. Pranees (Peachss) Brownina's di-

New York, Dee. 17-<(AP)—A dance-
hall hostess and a millionaire real es-

Portland (Maine) Press Herald, December 18, 1931 (Dialectics)

116 NY Daily News December 15, 1931
17 Indianapolis News, December 17, 1931
18 Yonkers Statesman, December 17, 1931



DANGE HALL HOSTESS DECLARES
BROWNING PERFECT GENTLEMAN

Marion Jenis Says She and Peaches’ Husband Talked
About Lettuce and “Dialectics”—She
Tries in Vain to Spell Word

, Dea 1 A. PO—A *0, yes,” Brownlng replied, “She
._ﬁw‘-'foi!.“--- f_. ,. (_.....-_,..__ ’ abandoned me and 1 bgouz t action for

Boston Globe, December 18, 1931 (Dialectics)

Camden, NJ Evening Courier, December 17, 1931 (Diatetics)



on either side,” the 1 testi-
fied. “He was a eman at
all times.” .

“Did you at any time sit on
his lap?" queried Attorney

In het it was not love at all
that drew Miss Jenis and Brown-
ing together, she said. It was a

. plain case of diatetics. When the
girls first met “Daddy” Marian
was suffering from indigestion.

Browning is a raw food en-
thusjast, so he tried to convert the
30-year-old girl to his health doc-
trine, she averred.

Omaha Evening Bee News, December 17, 1931 (Diatetics)

Personally, I come down(strongly) on the diatetics team, considering that the discussion was in
the context of indigestion, and of Browning’s advocacy for raw foods. Be that as it may, even the
most passionate advocacy for lettuce would not qualify as satisfying the standard for adulterous

behavior. The judge ruled in favor of Daddy, and denied Peaches’ bid for divorce.

"

Peaches Browning Loses Divorce Suil
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The Appellate Division ruled only on additional counsel fees for Peaches’ attorneys, reducing the

amount granted.!"

1932-1933

1932 and 1933 saw Peaches working the entertainment circuit, doing a song and dance routine,
and giving advice on how to lose weight. She was still billed as “the most talked of woman in the
world, “but people were talking less, and some news articles would ask “Do you remember
Peaches Browning.” By 1933, she was in her mid-20s, and no longer the child bride of a multi-

millionaire.

9 Browning v Browning 233 AD 670. 233 AD 710(1% Dept 1931) ; The Appellate Division ruled only on additional
counsel fees for Peaches Browning’s attorneys, reducing the amount granted, either to $ 2500 or to $250 - see
Browning v Browning 233 AD 670; 233 AD 710(1% Dept 1931); See, also,: Charles B. McLaughlin, J. In re Estate of
Browning, 162 Misc. 244, 247-246 (January 6, 1937) affd 250 App Div 712, (February 26, 1937): affd 274 N.Y. 508,
510 (May 25, 1937) as to codicils


https://plus.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/3S3K-2N60-0044-F40K-00000-00?page=3&reporter=7322&cite=162%20Misc.%20244&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/3S3K-2N60-0044-F40K-00000-00?page=3&reporter=7322&cite=162%20Misc.%20244&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/3RRM-R940-003F-62TD-00000-00?page=4&reporter=7320&cite=274%20N.Y.%20508&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/3RRM-R940-003F-62TD-00000-00?page=4&reporter=7320&cite=274%20N.Y.%20508&context=1530671

Peaches Browning
At Orpheum Theater

“Hip! Hip! Hooray Girls”
With Show Starting
Tomorrow.

Peaches Browning, the little girl
who has been front page news mat-
ter for the past number of years,
will be at the Orpheum theater,
throughout the week beginning to-
|morrow. And women-folk from
| throughout the entire section are
planning theater partles to see her.
The real reason for this apparent-
ly lies in the fact that all want to
see just what plastic surgery has
| done for this little ladies legs.

One of the finest burlesk perform-
andes playing the country today, is
the “Hip Rip! Hooray Girls," who
are coming to the Orpheum theater,
tomorrow. And they will stay
throughout the weck.

Mo who nave seen this com
work, know that he ls about t!
best in the ocountry. Besides h
regular stuff, Hap Is a monologi
that s hot stuff. He is supporte
wonderfully well by Al Perris, wi
has won his spurs in his own righ

The feminine charmers an
Doris Birmingham, Marle Collin
Gabby Fields, Lucile* Carroll ar
Dolly Glen. And what a bevy
beauties they are! There is on
one reason for the fact that U
management of the Orpheum theq
ter can obtain the services of th
type of performer and that is th
the depression is still on.

In addition to this array of ar
ists, there are 8id Flelds and Frar
McConville; two straight men, wi
are both singers and actors who a
versatile to the extreme.

Monday mnight is country stoi
night, And this particular cour
try store night includes the givir
away of a radio, and n while go
wrist-watch. In addition to thl
there will be fuly fifty-elght oth
gifts of a value representing mo
than the admission fee given awi
{ree of charge.

At The Orpheum

Patterson, NJ Morning Call, March 1932
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Kane (Pa.) Republican August 9, 1932

GAYETY--BURLESK

- NOW PLAYI-'N-.G'

“PEACHES" BIIMHING

(In Person)

Washington (DC) Herald, May 22, 1933



In 1934, the Brownings were back in the news. Years had passed since the peak of their
newsworthiness; age had taken its toll on Daddy, but the public well remembered Sunshine,
whom he adopted 14 years earlier. She was now herself a bride at age 18, marrying a 26-year-old

man from North Carolina.

‘SUNSHINE’ BROWNING WEDS

D DO i,

Darothy “Sunshine”™ Browning, adopted daughter of Edward W.
“Daddy' Brownlng. wealthy New York real estate operator, became the
bride of Clarence Hood, Dunn, N. C,, laundry proprietor, at a cere-
mony performed in “The Little Church Around the Corner,” In New
York. The bride, Browning (center) and groom are shown leaving the
church after the ceremony. (Associated Press Photo)

Bend (Ore.) Bulletin, February 12, 1934



Browning reached age 60, when he took ill, and died, in 1934. He had been estranged from his
ex-wives, Nellie Adele Lowen and Peaches, but Sunshine was at his bedside.'?° An especially
good biography of Daddy Browning is in the Brooklyn Times Union of October 12, 1934.

Daddy Browning Gravely Il

.

o/ real estate and won international
¢ | notoriety

.35

After Relaps

_ Edward West (Daddy) Brown-
ing, ill since June 24, in the Hos- |
pital for Joint Diseases, took a|

s turn for the worse last night and |

was reported in eritical condition,
The man who earned millions in

from his marriage to
:huxnm_ Frances Heenan (Peaches)
| Browning, was stricken with a

*| cerebral hemorrhage in his suite |

in the Hotel Westover on June 22,/

e at Hospital

|romainﬂi seriously ill for several
days. His condition improved and
he was said to be doing nicely. At
the hospital last night however,
| his condition again became critical
and officials said “he is & very sick
man."”

At the hospital, Browning’s age
was given as 63, but sometime ago
he said he was born Oet, 16, 1874,

Until he was stricken last June,

Browning seemed to be in the best |
of health. He went regularly from |

day he became ill, his chauffeur
found him uneonscious, Dr. J,
W. 60th St.,

Weighart 27
Browning's personal physician was
ealled and attended him in his suite
until his condition was such that
it was thought best to remove him
to m hospital,

of

'NAVAL AVIATOR

IS LOST AT SEA

Norfolk, Va., Aug. (A7) e
Lieut, J. S, Graff, attached to the
Aireraft Carrier Saratoga, was lost
at gen today when the Navy scouts
ing plane he was piloting was

Complete paralysis of his left .-inh'l
followed. his hotel at 253 W. 724 St. to hit‘-| foreed down twenty-four miles enst
He was taken to the hospital and | offices at 1860 Broadway. On the | of Winter Quarter Light.

New York Daily News, August 23, 1934

Ohituary

Daddy Browning
Dies, ‘Sunshine’
Girl at Bedside

Edward West (Daddy) Brown-
ing, 60-year-old real estate mil-
lionaire who flaunted his life, loves
and eccentrici-
ties to the pub-
lie—his mar-
riage to the
plump Frances
(Peaches)
Heenan marked
a2 hilarious
highlicht — died
at 10:30 A. M.
yesterday in an
estate at 40
Birchall Drive, |
Scarsdale. H e The late Edward |
had gone there wWwest Browning |
a month ago to
recuperate from a cerebral hem-
errhage. |

Of the numerous voung women |

NY Daily News October 13, 1934

120 See, NY Times. October 13, 1934 for lengthy account of his life.


https://www.newspapers.com/paper/times-union/18390/

The Battle for Inheritance

Daddy Browning left a large estate, with instructions in his final will as to who gets what. He
made some charitable bequests and left $25,000 a year to Sunshine (Dorothy Sunshine Browning
Hood, represented by Daniel A. Shirk). He cut out both of his former wives, Nellie Adele and
Peaches. Peaches, however, had earlier acquired dower rights, and Nellie Adele a $6,000 a year

stipend as part of the divorce settlement.

Adele’s attorney, N. Henry Josephs, claimed that Browning and Nellie Adele were never validly
divorced.'?! The disputants, each making their claims before New York County Surrogate James
A. Delehanty, were Nellie Adele (Browning’s first wife), Dorothy Sunshine Browning Hood
(Browning’s “adopted” daughter) and Peaches. Nellie Adele asserted that her divorce from

Browning was invalid, making her the rightful widow.

'Daddy Browning
Disinherits Widow
In Hi; Final Will

| Peaches Gets Only Dower| Benefactor
| Right, But $25,000 a Year
Goes to Dot Sunshine

NEW YORK, Oct. 27.--The late |
Fdward W. (Daddy) Browning
disinherited his widow, “Peaches™ |
Browning, in his Jast will and
testament, but left Dorothy Sun-
shine Hood $25,000 a year for life,
the Evening Journal said in an
exclusive story today. |
| Out of his ten-million-dollar es-
| tate, the Journal added, Browning
also left a prize of $250 a year to
| be paid to the man or woman wha
does the utmost annually to im- |

prove world morals.

In additién, the Journal =aid,
Browning decreed that a trust of
| $100,000 be established for treat-
ment of crippled children. ({5

Peaches will receive dower |
richts due her as Browning's
widow, By settlement several
years ago she was given first call
on unincerporated Browning real
estate, then valued at three mil- |
lions. |

Browning also cut off his first
wife, Nellie Adele Lowen Brown-
ing, but she will continue to re- A . NN
ceive an annuity of $6,000 from a DADDY ‘BROWNING
trust he set up for her in lieu of |

| Tocraa mid. T were vicr Elfﬂifngﬂﬁepty(. I
AS ventis aies

jous charitable' and other bequests
Edmonton (Canada) Bulletin October 27, 1934

2I'NY Times, November 20, 1934



LAWYERS PLAN
BATTLE TO BREAK
BROWNING'S WILL

Two Ex-Wives, Adopted
Daughter Involved.

New York, Nov. 15.—[Special.]—
There were hints today of an attempt
to prove that the marriage of Frances
[Peaches] Heenan to the late Edward

TAT ned Dmncrr— il m —— Ml [ 00 P

Chicago Tribute, November 16, 1934

In three decisions, in November and December 1934, Estate of Browning 153 Misc 564,

Surrogate Delahanty ruled that:

1) The judgment in the matrimonial action, which determined that Peaches had abandoned

2)

3)

Daddy, barred Peaches from receiving a distributive share in intestacy under Section 87

of the Decedent Estate Law.

The court noted that the adoption of Marjorie Browning was conducted solely by Nellie
Adele Browning, the first wife of the deceased, and that Daddy only provided consent to
the adoption. The court held that Marjorie Browning was not Daddy’s adopted child and

was not entitled to share in the estate.

The court held that Nellie Adele Lowen Browning, Daddy’s first wife, was barred from
participating in Daddy’s estate due to the terms of the marriage settlement and separation
agreements. Her appearance in the probate proceeding was stricken from the record. The

court declined to address the validity of the Paris divorce decree



ADOPTED
DENIED SHARE OF
DADDY’S WEALTH

The list of contestants for the

GIRL

millions left by the late Edward
West (Daddy) Browning, eccentric
real estate operator, was reduced
yvesterday when Surrogate James
A. Delehanty ruled out the claim

of Marjorie
Bro

Browning,
d-ught.er of Mrs.

wning, Browning’s first wife.
Delehanty declared that Browning
had not been a party to the adop-
tion, merely consenting to it,

The first Mrs. Browning filed a
memorandum yesterday geelarmg
Browning’s marriage to Frances
(Peaches) Heenan Bro
second wife, was invali
Paris divoree was not valid.

d
b

Nellie

g, his
since his

NY Daily News, December 7, 1934

Way Cleared for Browmng S
Adopted Daughter to Sue

Mrs. Dorothy Hood to

ﬁress $5,000,000 claim

against layrge estate.

New York, Dec. 8 (#—The way
was cleared today for Mrs. Dorothy
Hood. the former Sunshine Brown-
ing. to press her $5,000. claim

against the estate of her foster |ru

father, Edward W. (Daddy) Brown-
ing, Broadway figure and multi-
mjllionaire real estate man.
Surrogate James A. Delehanty
denied the claim of Mrs. Nellie Adele |
she be a bene-

estimated value of $7 8She ||
was Browning's first wife. He had |/
divorced her in Paris in 1923, .
Previously the surrogate had
ordered the appearance of Mrs.
Frances Heenan (Peaches) Brown-
ing, the second wife, stricken from
the record. Her estranged husband
bequeathed her only what the law
requires, the income from one-third
of his personal realty, which is
small. Her estimated share is $5,000
a year.

rs. Hood, a resident of Dunn, |

N. C., was left, under terms of fhe
will, $10,000 annually until she is
21 years old. and $25000 a year
thereafter. She is now eighteen.
The first Mrs. Browning's right

Itocoueet $6,000 a year from a trust
utund set up by her former husband
/in 1923 for her benefit wu not dis-
turbed by !urrogt elnncyl

| llra. Browning had wlg«l her
contest for a lhnre of the estate on
/the claim that bhe P-m divorce
:Brownln: obtained ground

bandonment 'ould nol. be recog-
nlud by the New York courts, and
/that, therefore, she was entitled to
/share in his estate as his real
‘widow,

The ¢laims of Marjorie Browning,
'an adopted daughter of the first
Mrs. Browning, also have been ruled
out by the surrogate. He held that
she was not legally adopted by
Browning.

It was considered likely that Mrs.
Nellie Browning would bring a
special g in the supreme
court concerning her divorce. But
lawyers said that the 198 aepurauon
agreement she signed wi Brown-
ing, in which she waived ll.l claims,
including dower rights lgllnst

Browning's estate, would make re-
instatement of her claims unlikelv.

Buffalo Courier, December 9, 1934




The battle had been among Peaches, Adele, and Sunshine. Marjorie lost in the early rounds of the

litigation.

After her divorce from Daddy, Peaches married four more times. She first married Bernard J.

Hynes, a Denver theatre manager, in December 1934 in Tuckahoe, NY.!?? She was 24 and he 36.

They were divorced in 193

-

of the Gander Man's fortune,

Ignored Girl Battles
- For Browning Riches

NEW YORK, Aug. 12.—The forgotten girl of Daddy Brown-
ing's will settled her French heels on the witness stand, tossed
her auburn locks and began her fight yesterday for $1,000,000

battle over the riches of Edward
W. Browning, the genial man of
idiosyncrasies -and - peccadilloes
.whose last fifteen years were spent

'|in marrying girls, adopting them

or merely showing them a good
time.

Marjorie Browning, now 22, was
the central figure in the action to
break the will, - She, who for five
.years lived ‘as Browning's daugh-

| ter after legal adoption by his first

wife, was ignored when the estate

‘| of $4,000,000 to $7,000,000 was
‘| split. up,

“SUNSHINE” BATTLES

| The suit met stern resistance

from Dorothy (Sunshine) Brown-
ing Hood, whose adoption had been
established. ' 1

Miss Browning merely described

r Daughter

It was the opening in Surro-*
gates’ Court of pt::m:m_‘mmlhow she went to live with the

P
Washington, DC Times

7 123

122 Bronxville Press, December 28, 1934
123 Houston Chronicle, November 9, 1937

Brownings in 1918, when she was
three. She remained until she was
eight, when her foster mother;
Mr%,” Nellie Adele Lowen Brown-
ing, was separated from the ec-
centric real estate king.

Mrs. Browning followed her as
a witness,

ADMITS TRIP ABROAD
Reluctantly, with obvious em-
barrassment, Mrs. Browning ad-
mitted on crossexamination that
on June 30, 1923, the day after her

separation from Browning, she |,
sailed for Europe with a passport |

bearing the name Adele Wolcher.
— Q. Didn’t_you travel with Dr.
Wilen (further unidentified)? A.
Dr. Wilen was on board.

Q. Didn't you register in Paris |,

with him as man and wife? A.
Dr. Wilen registered.
Q. Didn't you occupy a room

-/ with him? A. Yes.

~l N
Herald August 12, 1937

|



https://www.newspapers.com/paper/times-herald/37747/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/times-herald/37747/

— e ————— e ————

SPEACHES" BROWNING WEDS,

Denver Theater Manager Marrvies

Widow of “Daddy."”

New York — Frances  (Peaches)
Browning and Bernard J, Hynes,
Denver theater manager, were mar-
ried Monday by a Jjustice of the
peace in Eastchester, a Westchester
County suburb,

The actress, whose glrlhood mAar-
riage to the late Edward W, (Daddy)
Browning precipitated a lengthy legal
tight ending in separation, announced
her engagement to“the Denver man
several weeks ago.

— S

Kansas City (Mo.) Star December 26, 1934

|

PEACHES TAKES ANOTHER MATE

Kingsport, TN Times, December 28, 1934




Several months after the marriage, the July 18, 1935, issue of the New York Times, reported on a
ruling by New York Surrogate James A. Delehanty, admitting Daddy Browning’s will, which
established the Edward W. Browning Foundation for improving the welfare of humanity, with
the codicil which cut off Peaches, and denied probate to a second codicil that bequeathed about

$300,000 of his $7,000,000 estate to relatives, hospital attachés, and employes.

The Surrogate held that Mr. Browning was unfit mentally and physically when the instrument
was drawn eleven days before his death. The decision said that Victor K. Ross, attorney for Mr.
Browning’s real estate enterprises, had drafted the codicil twenty days after Mr. Browning had
been declared mentally incompetent by physicians of the Hospital for Joint Diseases, which

received $100,000 under it.

The court said that as a result of the rejection of the second codicil the adopted daughter, Mrs.
Dorothy (Sunshine) Browning Hood, would receive far more of his property than his written

word intended she should have.

The genuine codicil, he added, was executed when Mr. Browning was in full health, “and was
designed merely to exclude the possibility that his youthful wife, from whom he was separated,
might have any participation in his estate.” This codicil provided an income of $10,000 for the
adopted daughter (Dorothy Sunshine Browning Hood) until she reached maturity and $25,000 a

year thereafter, and gave her all his personal belongings.

Anticipating that she stood to gain from Daddy Browning’s will, she asked the court for an

advance.!?*

In a codicil, Browning left $ 100,000 to his sister Mrs. Florence Biggs, but the court rejected it,

declaring that Browning, at the time, was not mentally fit.!?’

124 In the NY County Surrogate Court records a document of the Title Guarantee and Trust Co., executor of
Browning’s will, reciting that pursuant to a settlement, Dorothy Browning Hill received a total of $ 52, 233.33 by
way of final accounting.

125 See, also: Charles B. McLaughlin, J. In re Estate of Browning, 162 Misc. 244, 247-246 (January 6, 1937) affd
250 App Div 712, (February 26, 1937): affd 274 N.Y. 508, 510 (May 25, 1937) as to codicils


https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/16/style/modern-love-divorce-is-a-gift.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/16/style/modern-love-divorce-is-a-gift.html
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/3S3K-2N60-0044-F40K-00000-00?page=3&reporter=7322&cite=162%20Misc.%20244&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/3RRM-R940-003F-62TD-00000-00?page=4&reporter=7320&cite=274%20N.Y.%20508&context=1530671

Seeks Millions
Marjorie Browning, 21 (above),
Columbia University student, has
entered the legal squabble over
the millions left by the late Ed-
ward (Daddy) Browning. Until
.| recently Marjorie believed she
i1 was Browning’s real daughter but
‘| mow learns she was adopted by
| Mrs, Adele Browning. If Brown-
‘| ing was a party to the adoption,

she may share in the estate.

Marjorie Browning, White Plains (NY) Daily Reporter, May 28. 1937

In 1937 the Court of Appeals affirmed an order of a lower court upholding the divorce of Edward

Browning from Adele, clearing the way for Peaches to get dower rights.!?

126 NY Times March 25, 1937 reported at 273 NY 612



Browning Estate Set
6 Years After Death

NEW YORK, March 7—(INS)'
-—lt took six years to total the
estate of the late Edward West
(Daddy) Browning, but the job
was completed today and the
figure of $2851307 assigned as
gross estate.

Mrs. Do "othy (Sunshine)
Browning Hood, now of Dunn,
N. C., was named chief beneficiary
in Browning's will, but he set aside
a fund of almost 32000(110 “for
the welfare of humanity” and
other costs have shrunk the es-
tate. Two wives, Frances Heenan
(Peaches) Browning and Nellie
Adele Browning. were not remem-
bered in Browning's will.

Detroit Evening times March 7, 1941

Following her divorce from Hynes, she married Joseph S. Civelli, a merchandising manager in

San Francisco and the father of four daughters by a previous marriage.'?” They were married in
1941 in Nevada.

127 San Mateo (Ca.) Times, March17, 1936



In February 1946, Peaches divorced Civelli and, in April, married Ralph Willson of Columbus,

Ohio.

Peaches Browning Is
_Married Third Time

Mrs. Frances Heenan Hynes, the
former “Peaches” Browning, and
Joseph 8. Civelli, merchandising
manager of & San Francisco depart-
ment store, were married at Minden,
Nev,, last night.

second husband, Bernard J. Hynes,
Denver theatre manager, November
9, 1937, Her first husband was the
late Edward W. (Daddy) Browning,
millionaire New York real estate
man.

Mrs. Hynes recently has been liv-
ing in Beverely Hills, Cal.

When she was still “Peaches”
Browning, Mre, Civelli appeared at

the Club Madrid, on the Freeland

Mrs. Hg‘u was divorced from her road, during a visit to this region.

Above from Hazelton (Pa.) Standard- Speaker, July 31, 1941




‘Mate Wonderful,” |
Says ‘Peaches,” but
Takes Her Divorce |

‘PEACHES’ CIVELLI

By United Press
RENQ, Nev.,, Feb. 2. — Mrs.
Frances Heenan Browning Hynes!
Civelli, the {former *“Peaches”|:
Browning, today divorced Sanl!
Francisco department store execu- -
|tive, Joseph C. Civelli. i
“Peaches,” whose marriage in'l
11926 to elderly, eccentric New!’
{York millionaire Edward W.!!
(Daddy) Browning created all
sensation across the nation, charged!'

{mental curelty.
| She married Civelli in Gard-|!
inerville, Nev., July 29, 1941. A}
isealed property agreement settled|:
property rights, !
In 1937 she diverced Bernard!l
{Hynes,  wealthy Denver, Colo,|!
itheater magnate, here. ‘
Mrs. Civelli said all her ex-|
husbands were “darlings.” L
{ “I think Mr. Civelli is simply|?
iwonderfuh"’ she said. “But some-|
itimes men have to be more than|
jjust wonderful.” ]
{

-

R

|
iw. = = ___ _&s "1

Knoxville, TN News Sentinel, February 2, 1946



_ "Wods_ Fo_r Fourth Time

DAYTON, Nev., April 22—Mrs. Frances Civelli, the former “Peaches"
Browning., holds hands with Ralph Willson of Columhus, Ohlo, her
[ourth husband, just after their marriage yesterday at the home ol
Richard Conklin, here, Mrs. Willson lived and attended school in
Zanesville, Ohio, her mother, Mrs. Heenan, residing on Maple avenue
She is also a niece of the late Mrs. William M. Bateman, of this city

Zanesville, Ohio Times Recorder April 23, 1946

Her marriage to Willson lasted three years. They were divorced in 1949. During the 1940s, the
newspapers did not write much about Peaches, except when she married or divorced. After her
divorce from Willson, she said she would never remarry, but it appears that she may have

married again.



Oft-Wed Peaches

Gets Last Divorce

REDWOOD CITY, Calif., April
9 (#—No more matrimony for
her, says the oft-wed Frances
(Peaches) Browning.

Superior Judge Edmund Scott
yesterday awarded her a divorce
from her fourth husband, Ralph
N. Willson, of Nevada.

Any chance of another marri=
age? a reporter asked.

“No—never—never again,” said
Peaches.

She was swept into the nation’s
headlines in 1926 when, as a 15-
year-old showgirl, she married
Edward (Daddy) Browning, 51,
wealthy New York real estate
dealer.

Her second marriage was to
Bernard J. Hyne, Denver theater
man, Her third was to Joseph Ci-
velli, San Francisco store execu-

tive.

She is living now with her
mother, Mrs, Carolyn Heenan, at
| nearby San Carlos.

I
Columbia, (Mo.) Daily Tribune April 9, 1949

Peaches, Now
40, Wed to
Fifth Mate

iI SAN CARLOS, April 18 (#)—
Frances (Peaches) Heenan —
Jheadlinegrabbing child-bride of
| “Daddy™ Browning 25 years ago
{—has a new husband—her fifth.
Her mother, Mrs. Carolyn Hee-
+nan, said the 40-year-old Peaches
| was _married six weeks ago at
! Reno to Al Kelly. heir to a Pitts.
burgh (Pa.) casket business. She
said thev will live here. |
Peaches, then 15, married|
New York Millionaire Edward
| Browning in 1926. Other hus-,
bands were Bernard J. H:.-'nes.l
Denver; Joseph Civelli, San Fran-
| cisco, and Ralph N. Willson of
|Columbus, O. Divorces sepa-
| rated her from each. |
|

April 19, 1951, Los Angeles Times




Peaches announced that she is interested in a new career in television, and, by the way, was also
in the market for a new millionaire. If so, what became of her marriage to Al Kelly, reported
above? In an article reporting her death in 1956, the Oakland Tribune obituary of August 26,
1956, noted that her friends said the report was erroneous and that “there was no Kelly in the
matrimonial chain.” But after her death, in an article dealing with her estate, his name does
appear as her husband.!?® This seems inaccurate. In the probate proceedings following her death,

she is referred to as Francis B. Willson.

| Wed First Millionaire at 15 ‘

[ ‘Peaches’ Browning Seeks New.
| ‘Daddy’--or Television Job

! ES PLANS COMEBACK—Peaches Browning.
known in the 1920's era as something of a Marilyn
Monroe, is shown at left as she reads the story of her

€ comeback on TV and the fact that she's in
the market for a millionaire. With her is Marcelle Mc-
Gowan who happened to be the fourth wife of Tommy
Manville—which was prior to wives 5, 6, 7 and 8.—
(UP Telephoto.)

ALINE MOSBY |like any other date. You see?
Hmmmm?

Peaches Browning, that famous/ “But now,” she quipped, “T'd tell
" blonde who's staging & comeback |a millionaire, wait on the first
* on felevision, announced today|floor, I'll be down in a hurry!
. she's also in the market for an-| "I was just a kid, I didn’t know
| other millionaire. any better _i.lic_l:_l._" he went on

Wichita, Kansas Beacon, December 3, 1953

128 Cincinnati Enquirer, September 29, 1957



Peaches Browmng
In Market

For Millionaire
By ALINE MOSBY

HOLLYWOOD (UP)— Peaches
B , that famous blonde who
:tnm a comeback on televi-
sion, announced today she's alse in
the market for another millionaire.
‘Back in the "20s she was an early
day Marilyn Monroe, or, rather,
the blonde Marilyn plays in “Gen-
tlemen Prefer Blondes’ and “How
to Marry a Millionaire.”

Peaches was 15 when she wed
“Daddy’’ Brown, 52. Later she
sang in nightclubs and added and
subtracted three other wealthy
gentlemen from the husband list.
Now, at 43, she’'s been told by
friends she’s just the thing for TV
panel shows and is ‘r.l.so available,

dhia Ada

aha sseve Frnmm wrrmd

Everett, Washington Daily Herald, December 3, 1953

For several years after Daddy’s death, Peaches did vaudeville. People would hear he sing, but the
draw was to actually see this wonder of the roaring 1920s. In her act, she sang songs like

“Everything is Peaches with Me” and “It’s Great to be Single Again”.'*

By 1954, Peaches was no longer a household personality, but news editors were able to refresh
memories with retrospectives, like this one in the Chicago Tribune, along with pictures of Jazz

Age flappers, which Peaches personified.

129 Columbia, (Mo.) Daily Tribune, November 30, 1953



do you

"Remember |
Peaches
Browning?”

FAMOUS CHILD BRIDE
PLANS NEW CAREER!

an EXCLUSIVE story
in this SUNDAY'S

&zﬁa%m
MAGAZINE
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July 8, 1954

Benton Harbor (Mi) Herald Palladium,



In 1955, there was talk of her finishing her memoirs.'*° If she ever did, she did not get to do the
rounds for book sales and the like. She died on August 23, 1956, at age 46.'%!

Peaches Browning, Child Bride Of
Roaring 20s, Dies From‘lnjury

“Peaches” Browning, who died in New York City yesterday at
the age of 46, is shown as a teen-age bride in 1926 with her first hus-
band, Edward W. “Daddy” Browning. Chin patch covered acid
scars resulting from a courtship incident. She had since married
three times. She was divorced from her fourth husband, Ralph N.
Willson, a short time after their marriage in 1946. (AP Wirephoto)

New York, Aug. 24. P — The $1,000 a day on his young bride
former Peaches Browning, the but that he remained an unkissed

Hazelton, Pa. Plain Speaker, August 24, 1956

By 1957 stories about Peaches were less about Mrs. Browning than they were about growing,

canning, or slicing peaches, or how to put them in pies.

BONY Daily News. May 27, 1955; She is said to have had an affair with Milton Berle somewhere along the way:
https://www.nytimes.com/1974/10/06/archives/milton-berle-an-autobiography-by-milton-berle-with-haskel-
frankel.html

131 See, New York Times Obituary online at
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1956/08/24/86687016.html?pageNumber=19
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Long Beach Ca Press Telegram, August 26, 1956

Peaches died in 1956. It was news, but for many, it recalled an era before they were born.
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Peaches Browning, Dead at 46,

A Symbol of Free- heeling Era
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fame. She made money

et ta Vasndawilla aftar har

Zanesville, (Ohio) Times Signal August 26, 1956



Peaches Browning
Estate to Mother

| Peaches Browning, one of the
most colorful figures of the

‘roaring twenties, left her entire
estate to her mother, Mrs. Caro-
lyn M. Heenan of San Carlos,
laccording to a final distribu-
tion of her estate approved by
Superior Judge Louis B. De-
matteis. g

Peaches, known as Frances
/B. Willson at the time of her
death in August, 1956, left an
estate of $16,002. She reported-
ly made millions of dollars in
her ‘heyday, through four mar-
riages to wealthy scions and as
|a vaudeville singer.

Her estate consisted of joint
'ownership of her mother’s home
lat 335 Hillcrest Dr., San Car-
|los, two cars, and some jewelry.

Her last husband was Ralph
N. Willson, member of a wealthy
l‘Ohio meat packing firm. She
divorced him in 1949.

f She first gained fame as the
“child bride” of Edward (Dad-
|dy) Browning in the 1920s.

Redwood City, Ca. Tribune, September 27, 1957

Peaches’ estate went to her mother, who survived her. It is difficult to account for the small size
of the estate, considering that, as part of an earlier settlement, Peaches acquired an interest in
valuable New York real estate properties. By one account she owned, at the death, five or six

apartment buildings in New York City.!?

132 Lynn Peril. Planet of Peril, November 19, 2019 Online at https://www.hilobrow.com/2019/11/19/planet-of-peril-
44/
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CASH
Bank of America, San Mateo Office $ 87.156
Fremont Savings and Loan 100, 00
STOCK

50 Shares of Broadhurst Realty Company, Inc., a
New York corporation

Appraised at .,... $ 15,000.00
MISCELLANEOUS
1 DeSoto 1946 Coupe
Appraised at ..... $ 25,00
1 Cadillac 1950
2-Door Sedan. Appraised at ..... 5 500.00"

1 White Metal Red Cross pin .
Appraised at ..... $ 5.00

2 White metal wedding rings with clear
white stones Appraised at ,.... $ 200,00

1 White Metal wedding ring
Appraised at ..... $ 5.00

1 Yellow Metal ring with one large square
topaz colored stone, a clear white stone,
and six red stones Appraised at ..... $ T5.00

1 5t. Anthony's Medal Appraised at ..... «00
Total Probate 16,002.1

REAL PROPERTY
(Joint Tenancy)

The following real property was held by decedent in
joint tenancy with CAROLYN M. HEENAN, her mother,
to-wit:

Lot number Thirteen (13) in Block numbered 8,
"Re-Subdivision of Tract 1, and a portion of tract
3, of the property of San Carlos Park Syndicate,

~ San Mateo County, California: per map thereof
filed September 28, 1912, in the office of the
Recorder of San Mateo County, California, and
recorded in Book 8 of Maps at page 24 in the
records of said County.

And is inserted for appraisal purposes only.

Appraised at ..,., $ 19,500.00




Peaches Browning Dies
of Injuries After Fall

Schoolgirl Marriage at 15 to Realty .
Tycoon Provided Sensation of 1920s

NEW YORK, Aug. 23 (UP—Mrs. Ralph (Peaches)
Willson, 46, whose marriage at the age of 15 to real
estate tycoon Edward W, (Daddy) Browning was a
sensation of the 1920s, died today in a hospital.

Mrz, Willson was admit-
ted to the hospital Sunday
morning after being injured
in a fall in the bathroom of
a three-room apartment
which she shared with her
mother. She died without re-
gaining consclousness.

Found Unconscious

Los Angeles Times, August 24, 1956

Just before Peaches’ 40th birthday in 1950, columnist Earl Wilson asked her if she would do it
all again if she could live her life over, and she said she would. “It’s funny how your mind works
when you’re 15 or 16,” she told Wilson. “All I could think of was taking that Rolls-Royce to
school and not having to ride the subway.” Browning was “a very good-looking man” and “no
dope. Today I’d like him.” Asked near the end of her life if she had been in love with Daddy
Browning, Frances candidly answered that she had not. Pressed for the reason why she married
him, she confessed that she hadn’t “the faintest idea. How can you account for the actions of a
15-year-0ld?”!** We might ask another question: How could the public abide the actions of the

middle-aged man at the center of it all?
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Appendix One

(&) Thet the plaintiff compelled the defendant
on the marital night and repeatedly since that time to sit
up on the bed in full view éf the pleintiff in a nude state:
that the defendant was compelled by the plaintiff to walk

around the bedroom and exhibit herself in 58 wnde ctota La




shock and hysterical condition of the defendant; that upon
refusal or objection to said requests and orders of the plaj
tiff, the plaintiff became very angry and flew into s _
towering rage causing defendant fear of harm and resulting
in severe shock to her nervous system creating a feellng

of physical repulsion towards the plaintiff,

(b) Upon the bridsl night plaintiff tried to
force the defendant to have intercourse with him althdugh
lefendant was at that time rhysically unwell and in such
physieal condition that it was impossible snd dangerous

bo her health to have intercourse with plaintiff, and al-

though plaintiff knew and defendanf told him of this fact
plaintiff despite defendant's protests fought with and
tried during the night to have intercourse with the defep-
jant, against defendant's protests and to the shame, hurt,
inguish, embarrassment, and physieal and nervous shock

ind nausea of the defendant; that repeatedly thereafter
plaintiff tried to compel defendant to have intercoﬁrse_r
While unwell producing & state of physical and mental an-
puish and hysteria. That within a very short time there-
vfter and upon the firét occasion upon which plaintiff and
defendant had intercourse that plaintiff forced the defen-~
dgent to use & large instrument theretofore unknown and un-

peen by the defendant to her shame, anguish, embarrassment

ind nervous shock of the defendant. That plaintiff refused
0 permit conception by the defendant.
(¢) Vithin three or four days after marriage to

he plaintiff and after returning to Cold Spring, New York,

from & short trip and upon retiring on said evening, plain-

biff demanded that the defendant sit up on the bed in a




threw the defendant bodily from the bed upon the floor .
causing the defendant to shriek for help and to suffer
severe nervous and mental disorder resulting in hysterics;
that defendant's mother and a friend Mrs. layer responded
to defendant's call and after a long period of time per-
suaded defendant to return to the plaintiff's bed. That
for the rest of said night plaintiff remained awake pacing
the floor and smoking and defendant was unable to rest for
constant fear of plaintiff.

(d) Upon the return of pleintiff and defendsnt
from Cold Spring, New Xork to the Hotel uwramatan in Broux-
ville, New York, plaintiff gave = story to the Press that
the defendant had proposed to the pleintiff and that it was
not the plaintiff ﬁho had requested the marriage, but.tha
defendant. That this report was given out while plaintiff
and defendant were living and cohabiting together as man
and wife; that the story was false and untrue and wes done
to cause anguish to the defendant, and hold the defendant
up to public ridicule and sheme, causing the defsnﬁant‘em-
barrassment, &nguish, and humilistion.

(e) During a short trip for about two weeks
in the latter part of July, 1926, plaintiff persistently
repeated demends hereinbefore emumerated that the defendant
display herself in a nude state before the plaintiff and
upon her refusal made threats and became intensely irritated,
causing fear, embarrassment snd shame to the defendant, end-
ing in complete nervous collapse. ‘

(f) Within a short time after marriage upon &

return to New York City befors the trip in July, 1926, to

take up residence at the Fairfield on 72nd Street, the plain-
Md?v hranoht heama wddla s : is .




sisted upon displaying these to the defendant despite
defendant's objections‘and protests; and likewise many copieg
of vulgar-and salacious Prench magazines, with pictures
sexually suggestive, foreing them upon defendant's view im .
the evenings and being very irritated and angry upoh the de~
fendant's refusal anﬂ earnest request not to see them; -~
21l to the extreme embarrassment, humiliafion,_shame and
mental anguish of the defendant.

(g) The plaintiff, upon the return to New York
from the two weeks trip heretofore referred to in péra-
graph "(e)" engaged newspaper reporteré; upon information
and belief from the Famous features Syndicate, to write up

s fictitious diary of deily incidents and events supposedly
from the defendant's private life prior to and during the
marriage state with the plaintiff and compelled defendant

to pose for illustrations, all over vigorous protests and
objections from the defendent, and plaintiff authorized

over objection and protest of the defendant the publication
of these false and fictitious narratives, and the sensual
photographs which he forced her to pose for, holding the
defendant up to the public ridicule and shame and causing
humiliation and anguish to the defendant.

(h) Throughout the months of May, June, July,
Angust and'Seﬁtember, 1926, whenever the plaiﬁtiff puf-
chased clothes and other garments for the defendant plain-
tiff at once thereafter insisted upon newspaper repofters
photographing the defendant and plaintiff upon such occaF
sions, in spite of protests of the defendant, causing the
defendant to be held up to publiec ridicule and making‘if

impossible for defendant to go out alone in the streets

without being mede an object to public ridicule and gossip




defendant and causing her to become neivous and ill,

(1) 1In addition to. forcing the defendant to be
bhotographed ﬁpon occasions when the plaintiff‘had made pur-
chases for the defendant and whenever plaintiff and defen-
dant appeared in public, the plaintiff deliberately forced
the defendant to pose with him in sensual attitudes for
the benefit of reporters and vhotographers and newspapers,
upon oné occasion making the defendsnt lie down upon a.
couch while the plaintiff leaned over her in voluptuous pose;
that these pistures subsequently appeared in the newspapers
to the intense pain and mortification of the defendant,
holding her up to ridicule and humiliating her before the -
world and meking the private life of the Plaintiff and the
defendant public property and & public joke leading to
nervous and physical collapse of the defendant.

(J) Although the plaintiff had promised to pro-
vide medical treatment for the burns and scars upon the -
defendant's face and neck csused & short time prior to
defendant's marriage with the plaintiff by acid having
been placed upon the defendant while she was asleep at

her home, and although defendant had repeatedly fequested
the plaintiff so to do, the plaintiff neglected, declined

and refused to employ physicials adequately to treat the.

scars and burns of the defendant. TUpon informetion and

belief that such failure of treatment will cause defen-

dant's injuries and scars to remain hideous and permanent.
(k) 1In the early part of August, 1926, plaintiff

and defendant removed to apartments at Kew Gafdena Inn,

Long Island, where one evening after having been excited and

angry pleintiff refused to permit the defendant to go to slee

upon defendent attempting to sleep pleintiff repeatedly awak-




cease this torture plaintiff threﬁ telephone bhooks across
the room and scted in & mamer to cause the defendant‘to_
faint and to become hysterical and placing her in fear\o#w
bodily harm, during all of which time the plaintiff‘laﬁghgg
gl oud at defendant's protests and tears; that upon sﬁdh aﬁ
occasion the defendant's mother was called upon_the_tele-
rhone by & neighbor ﬁnd hurried out to Xew Gardens to find
the defsﬁdant in & complete state of physical collapse. -
(1) Upon amother occasion during the same pericd
of time referred to in the foregoing parasgraph "k" hereof,
the exact date of which the defendant camnot recall, the
plaintiff, while the defendsnt was in & state of hysteria
éauSed by the constant strein upon her of plaintiff's cruel
and inhuman treatment, summoned defendsnt's mother and ‘
told her in defendant's presence that the defendant, his
wife, wounld ndt live much longer.

(m) One evening in the latter part of September,
1926, the plaintiff came home from New York City to the
residence of plaintiff and defendant in Kew Gardens Inn,
Long Island, in a terrific rage and temper and exhibiting
to the defendant & bottle which he had with him, pleintiff
told the defendant he was drunk;‘that at said time and
without any provocation and in the bresence of defendant's
mother, defendant being then unwell, plaintiff said "Peaches,
I am going to kill you and myself too™; that defendaﬁt was
terrified and defendant's mother immediately went to the
telephone intending to fall the Police whereupon the plain-
tiff immediately begged forgiveness and promised that he
would not make such threat agnin; that despite this promise,

on another occasion while plaintiff and defendant were

alone in their bedroom, plaintiff threatened to kill the




horrified and in fear of bodily harm, that upon defendant
becoming hysterical plaintiff directed,the defendant to
sleep in an adjoining room whiéh defendant on this oceasiﬁn
did; that upon another oceasion at Kew Gardens the plain-..
tiff locked the defendant in a room alone for several houré’
without cause or justification.

(n) On seversl occasions in their short marital
life_plaintiff aw&kenéd the defendant from sleep with
noises made in imitation of animals and upon these occasions
the plaintiff assumed unnatural poses, to the sudden shoek
and anguish of the défendant upon awakening from sleep,
causing an hysterical condition of the defendant, at which
times.plaintiff seemed to obtain great pleasure from deféﬁQ
dant's reaction to his torture.

(o) Upon numerous occasions the plaintiff exhibited
.to the defendant unnatural and abnormal sexual desires,
causing the defendaent anguish, making the defendant éick,
nervous, hysterical, and eventually resulting in nervous
and physical.collapse, rendering it impossibla, improper
and dangerous for the defendsnt to cohabit and live with
the plaintiff any longer.

12: That the cwulative effect of the foregoing
acts and conduct of the plaintiff toward the defendant pro-
duced upon the defendant an hysterical, nervous condi-
tion, causing the defendant to faint repeatedly, to lose
sleep, to be uﬁable to sleep, to be unable to appear in the
open air without becoming an object of public ridicule and
Jest, to suffer physieal and nervous collapse, rendering
further and continued life and cohabitation with the plain-

tiff impossible, improper and dangerous to the 1life and

health of the defendsnt.,




plaintiff, disregarding his duties as husbsnd and without
defehdant's consent and against the defendsnt's good health
and peace of mind, has wilfully, wrongfully and continuously
since their marriage so conducted himself as to render fur-
ther cohebitation snd 1ife with the plaintiff dangerous to
the health and well being of the defendant, thereby forcing
the defendant to leave the plaintiff's residence on Octo-
ber 2nd, 1926.

14: Upon information and belief, plaintiff is
suffering from a form of sexual abnormelity rendering co-
habitation by theldefendant with the plaintiff improper and
dangerous to the health and well being of the defendant.

15: That the plaintiff is 2 man possessed of
great wealth aﬁd thét his income is upwards of $300,000.00
per year and his properties are of a value of several mil-~
lions of dollars.

WHEHEFORE defendent demands judgment against the
plaintiff that the complaint of the plaintiff be dismissed
and that a decree be entered decreging unto the defendant
her permenent separation from the bed and board of the
plaintiff and further directing and decreeing that the plain-
tiff make suitable provision for the defendant's maintenance,
support and education during the rest of her nstural life
ﬁroportionate &ith the means and station in 1life of the
plaintiff, and for further sums necessary for expenses for
the medical attention and treatment of the defendant and for
such other and further relief as to the Court mey seem just

and proper in the premises together with the costs and dis-

bursements of this asction.

EPSTEIN & SMITH,

Adedh mmman nwwrs Lo TN . A4




October 14, 1874

June 23, 1910

April 15, 1915

April 13,1918

May 1918

March 2, 1919
July 1920

July 1923

December 1923

July 5, 1925

August 4, 1925

March 5, 1926
April 10, 1926
October 2, 1926
October 21, 1926

January 24, 1927

Appendix Two: Chronology

Edward West (Daddy) Browning, born in New York, son of Edward
Franklin Browning and Lucy Richardson.

Frances Belle Heenan (Peaches), born in Columbus, Ohio, daughter of
Caroline Chamberlain Heenan and William Bernard Heenan.

Browning marries Nelle Adele Lowen of New York City at the Manhattan
Congregational Church by Rev. Henry Stimson. They move into 35 West
81% St NYC, where he builds rooftop garden.

Brownings place an ad to adopt a daughter.

Brownings adopt Josephine Herbst, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob
Herbst, and named her Margery/Marjorie.

Brownings place an ad to adopt a second daughter.
Brownings adopt Dorothy Sunshine as sister to Marjorie.

Nellie Adele Browning leaves Edward Browning; goes off to Paris with
dentist Henry Willen.

New York Supreme Court Justice Vernon Davis appoints referee in the
action between Edward Browning and Nellie Adele Browning.

Browning advertises for 14-year-old girl to be raised with Dorothy
Sunshine.

Browning adopts Mary Louise Spas. He has adoption nullified within
days, after learning that she was 21. (Queens Surrogate Noble)

Daddy and Peaches meet at Hotel McAlpin at a sorority dance.
Daddy and Peaches wed in Cold Spring, NY.

Peaches and her mother leave Browning’s estate.

Browning initiates separation action against Peaches.

Separation trial opens in Carmel, NY, in Peaches v. Daddy Browning,
before Judge Albert Seeger.



March 21, 1927

October 7, 1927

February 24, 1928
December 27, 1920

1931

December 12, 1934

August 23, 1956

Browning wins separation decree. He appeals against paying $4,344
additional fees to his wife’s counsel The Appellate Division affirmed on
July 1, 1927 (221 App. Div. 801 [2d Dept 1927]).

Appellate Division Second Dept grants Browning leave to appeal to the
Court of Appeals on the issue of counsel fees.

Court of Appeals affirms, Browning v Browning, 247 NY 579.
Peaches starts divorce action against Daddy

Mary Spas Tvrdy claimed that Daddy Browning had spanked her, for
which she sued him for $500,000 in damages. (Noble, J. in Queens)

Death of Daddy Browning.

Death of Peaches Heenan Browning.



