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Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam 
(To the Greater Glory of God) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEDICATION 
 
Volume III (“E PIÙ” [formerly projected with a title “RERUNS”], completes the  
set after volume I, “ECHOS,” and volume II, “ENCORES”). I gratefully dedicate  
this preservation project to the many teachers, mentors and colleagues, whom I 
encountered along the paths of my public service and academic careers. The three-
volume set contains favorites from among my writings over many decades that have 
suffused my life with their generous sharing of experience and common sense. I pay  
it forward a bit by infusing their values and wisdom into my life’s works, reflected  
in entries collected in these pamphlets. 
 
Joseph W. Bellacosa 
Summer 2022 
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                                                                  PREFACE  
 
 
The entries in this volume revisit the catalogue of my judicial opinions, and include  
a few surprise selections. The previous two volumes contain a sampling of extra- 
judicial writings composed during my career as a judge, law professor, and retiree.  
The previous selections reflect my extra-curricular interests at the time of composition, 
and through a refracted look-back prism, they may provide fresh insights. 
 
 “ ‘E PIÙ” – Volume III, after Volumes I & II “ECHOS” & “ENCORES,” is unique 
because it canvasses my core institutional work as a Judge. With the benefit of mellow-
ing of years, this collection allows me to reprise my favorite and most impactful judicial 
opinions, presented in simple order of chronological date of decision. They are chosen 
from among the 500 or so that I authored at the New York State Court of Appeals in 
Albany from 1987 to 2000. I retired that year to return to St. John’s University School  
of Law to become Dean and again a Professor of Law, after which I fully retired in 2004 
from institutional affiliations. 
 
Like the first two compilations, though of different subject material, I add no introduct-
ory or explanatory text, other than a Preface and a Table of Contents. The words of the 
Opinions, literally, are what legal linguists refer to as res ipsa loquitur (they speak for 
themselves – then, and now again!). My Criminal Procedure Law Practice Comment-
aries (8 volumes from 1974 to 1985) and some post-retirement lectures (Mirabile Dictu, 
with “power point” slides) did not fit the pamphlet format for these volumes, so I 
exempted them from any inclusion. 
 
The idea to start this project percolated through nudges from some family and friends, 
with the goal of preserving what I fancifully viewed as some personal “treasures.” The 
exercise filled some down-time during the 2020-2021 periods of the “COVID Cloister,” 
and a happy bonus allows me to pre-empt the sad prospect of a wholesale dumpster 
discard - way down the road apiece by my beloved family. 
 
At this rosy reflective stage of life, I am grateful for this fun-filled journey down 
memory lanes, exercised as a whimsical archeological “dig” that saved some fossils. 
 
 
Joseph W. Bellacosa 
Summer 2022 
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