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The Dutch West India company inviting settlers to the New World
(New Netherland, later to be New York). The first slaves arrived
in the 1620s.
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Depiction of a slave auction under the Dutch, circa 1655




Transition from Dutch New York to English Colony, 1664




April 1688 Germantown, PA, Quaker Petition Against Slavery,
one of the first anti-slavery expressions




For Regulating Negroes and Slaves in the
Night Time.

Bz It Ordained by the b
Ordainedby the Authorit

Mulatto or Indu.n Slave, abo e/ " Fo e dn prLJumc te
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in any wife notwithftandi Dated at the City-Hall this
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A New York law regulating Negroes, 1781
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SLAVE MARKET, FOOT OF WALL STREET.




An illustration of the New York Slavery Conspiracy of 1741 — Alchetron




A
JOURNAL
OF T HE

PROCEEDINGS

In the Deteftion of the

CONSPIRACY

Formed by fome White PeOple, in conjunétion with
Negro and other Slaves, for burning the City of
NEW-YORK in America and murdering
the Inhabitants,

Which confpiracy was partly put in execution, by burning his
jefty’s houfe in fort George, within the faid city, on Wed- -

nefday the 18th of March, 1741, and fetting fire to deveral
dwelling and other houfes there, within a few fucceeding.
And by another attempt made in profecution of the fame in-
fernal {cheme, putting fire between two other dwelling.
houfeswithin th city, on the 15th day of February, 1 74
which was accidentally and timely difcovered and extinguy

CONTAINING,

their {peeches and confeffions ; with notes, ohlar\;
refleftions occafionally 1ntt’.‘rfp\.ritd throughout the whole.

II. An :\ppcnd:\, wherel t forth fome additional evidence
concerning the faid conf] and © tors, which has
come 1o light fince t ations,

1II. Lilts of the fev s (whi ks) cmmmtted
on account of the confpiracy; and of the feveral ¢
exccuted ; and of thofe tranfported, with the places

Hﬁ-———-—“——"—_-_':nu_-‘———_"-‘-—_—_‘
By the Recorder of the Cityof New-Yokrk.
Bl "2 s it - SN ML PR SR o
Duid facient Demini, avdent cum talie Fures ¥ Virg, Eel.

Printed at NEW-YORK :

LO\IDON Reprinted and Sold by Jou~ CLarxe
under the Royal Exchange, Cornhill. ‘mocexiyis,

The full Horsmanden 392-page report is available at
https://www.loc.gov/resource/gcmisc.lst0063/?st=gallery
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SLAVES IN COURT, 1741
Three slaves sentenced by Chief Justice Daniel Horsmanden, to
be hanged for complicity in a robbery New York City, 1741.
Engraving, 19th century. Granger collection 0103046




evident absurdity, and nobody remems-

bering that on that morning a plumber

Hanging and burning of Negroes, 1741




England’s Blackstone used words that
planted the seeds for a claim of liberty in
the Lemmon case some 87 years later

“[T]his spirit of liberty is so
deeply implanted in our
constitution, and rooted even in
our very soil, that a slave or a
negro, the moment he lands in

England, falls under the
protection of the laws, and with
regard to all natural rights
becomes eo instant a freeman”
1765




DIALOGUE

SLAVERY

g F TIE

AFRICANS;

Shewing itta be the Dty and Jueref of the dwerican
States to emancipate ali their dfiicas Slaves.

wiliTnn AH
ADDRESS to the owners of foch Staves,

DEDICATED TO THE HONOURABLE T1IE
CONTINLENT AL CONGRESS.
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1776, following on the Declaration of Independence.
The Lemmon case, 75 years later
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fequence of the Proclamations of Sir Willam
Howse,and Sir Heary Clhinton, late Commanders
in Chicf in America ; and that the faid Negro
has bereby his Excellegey Sir Guy Carleton's
Permifion to go to Nova-Scotia, or wherever
elfe #/+ may think proper.

By Order of Brigadicr General Birch,

A slave’s reward, freedom, for joining the British, 1783
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Journal of the New York State General Assembly, March 20, 1781,
freeing slaves who served in the Revolutionary War




Kight Dollars Reward.
Yy, UN-AWAY from the
l‘\’ $ubfcriber. on the 18th
influnf, & Negro. Man named -
J,UJ*N, or “J AN, about 25
years of age, {peaks both Durtch
and Englifh, is well built, of a
middle fize, wants the ufe of his
right eye, and on infpecting it
narrowly, acut right over the
middle will be difcovered : he
had on whén he went away, a
brown Lrpad cloth coat, white
veft and trowfers, a large fdic
‘fat with' a black ribband, and
white cotton flockings. Wko-
ever feeures faid Negro, fo that
his mafter may have him again,
{hall rececive the above reward,
and all reafonable charges. '
" 'BENJAMIN:1.OW.
Kingfton; Ullter County, -
Sept, 2gd, 1755, 8 -10
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A slavery advertisement in New York in 1785 when slavery still existed
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New York Manumission Society Pitcher
The Society was formed by Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and Melancton Smith ca. 1785.
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NEW-YORK AFRICAN FREE-SCHOOL, No. 2.
Engraved from a drawing taken by P. Reason, a pupil, aged 13 years.

Among the Society's major achievements was founding the African Free-School in 1787,
devoted to the education of black children as preparation for life as free citizens. The
school played a significant role in producing new leadership from within the New York

black community, before the Manumission Society turned it over to the New York public

school system in 1834.




No Person held to Service or Labour in one State,
under the Laws thereof, escaping into another,
shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation

therein, be discharged from such Service or

Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the

Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.

1787 Fugitive Slave Clause
United States Constitution, Article IV, Section 2




Anti-slavery Influences from England




William Wilberforce (1759-1833)
England’s leading abolitionist, whose views influenced Americans

English philanthropist and abolitionist. Steel engraving, 19th century, after a painting by George Richmond.
Granger Collection on line 0085351.




. FOR SALE,

NEGR() WLENCH, about 19 years of
, healihy, sober and h mnt-md her child
nbuul one month old (seld for want of employ.) En
quire of JAMES TAY .0“.
Feh. 19 104 Maiden. Lane.

YOR 4

i ,;,,,‘,.&.\ 1(hg ﬁ l{rlinw““ "'“r:? and

copper fastened lhlp uss with
her tackle, apparel, guns, ammunition, &e. bw

In the New York Evening Post February 19, 1805 an owner advertised the sale of a young
woman, just above an advertisement for the sale of a boat




OR SALE, for a term of years, a healthy,
aclive and very capable negro wench—
will be disposed of cheap, as it is her own de-
sire— Enggire at No. 23 North Moore-street.
Feb 2 U

In the midst of New York’s gradual abolition of slavery from 1799-1827
advertisements like this appeared on March 3, 1818 New York Evening Post
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A YOICE FROM GREAT BRITAIN TO AMERICA.

British Abolitionist Commemorative Medal
Unsigned illustration for The Anti-Slavery Record, Vol. I, Appendix: p. 162 (New York:
Published by R. G. Williams, for the American Anti-Slavery Society, 1835) Alderman Library,
University of Virginia.




Daniel Tompkins (1774-1825)
As Governor he was influential in the final abolition of slavery in New York (1799-1827).
He went on to become Vice-President of the United States in 1817 during the presidency
of James Monroe.
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The first issue of Freedom’s Journal, March 16, 1827




NOTICE.

THE DUTCHESS COUNTY Y1

ANTISLAVERY

SOCIETY

Wil bald 06 fost Anane!l Meeni i e hewse of
Stepehes s B Flagl vu-l‘.o e "'f. cwl 'nlu‘-

oON TH‘URSDAY.
The 251h inst,
1T Meveve .ﬂullc-u e will ADDRISS e u-vlic: o

A 'l"' thoers oo d bre a lerge andd
of ladws .ee ..,...4. R T

All who feel an interest in the PRES
YATION OF THEIR LIBERTIES are respect-
fully invited to attond.

" S Mostlog Sor BMasiaess ot 10, A M. jor A
dresses ot lalf 'olnl :Lr "
April 949, IR

Anti-slavery societies were springing up all over the North. This one from Dutchess
county in 1839.




The District Attorney as advocate for the slave

In 1840 New York Legislature added another layer of difficulty for slaveowners.
Questions of ownership and identity in fugitive cases had been traditionally
determined by judges. The lawmakers changed the law, granting a jury trial to
alleged fugitives facing recaption.

In that statute the legislature included a remarkable provision that placed New
York squarely in support of the fugitives: At the recaption trial the alleged
fugitive was to be represented by the District Attorney. It is hard to conceive of
a firmer symbolic stance, not to mention the potency of actual representation by
a public official paid at public expense as an officer of the court.

That same year New York went further, amending its 1828 statute “to more
effectually protect the life of free citizens of this state from being kidnapped or
reduced to slavery. It authorized the Governor to appoint agents to help restore
liberty to persons kidnapped and to help return them to New York State.
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The Federal Fugitive Slave Law of 1850




Rescue of a Fugitive Slave. Schomberg Image ID807845.
Rescues following the Fugitive Slave law of 1850.




Federal authorities escorting Anthony Burns into slavery, 1854
Schomburg Image ID485699




Dred Scott v. John F. A. Sandford




UNDERGROUND RAIL ROAD.

A RECORD

ar

FacTs, _.n':""'“*:":" TG EH'.A:'I:R.ATZ'.‘E‘S. .].,Ll"JL-i'&. o,
Narrating the Hardships Hair-breadth Eseapes and Death Stroggles
ar THE
Slaves in their efforts for Freedom,

AR EELATED

BY THEMSELVES AND OTHERS, OR WITHESSED BY THE AUTHOR;

TERETTER WITE
SKETCHES OF 0ME OF THE LARGEST STOCAHOLBERS, AND
MOAT LIBERAL ATDERS AND ADVISERY,

©F THE ROAD

BY

WILLIAM STILL,

BOLE DIFEY BY. SUBSCRIPTION.

PHILADELPHIA:
PORTER & COATHES,
823, CHESTNUT STREET.

1673,
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The Road to Liberty, a station on the Underground Railroad
Schomburg Center Image ID1708351
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the Dismal Swamp, V
-York Historical Society
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Fugitive Slaves in
1888




HESURRECTIGY aF HENEY BOX BROWYX, AT FEILATTLEFIA

Resurrection of Henry Box Brown, at Philadelphia
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m27-3t* WILLIAM CLAGETT.
-] 50 REWARD.—Ranaway from the subnseri-
DA ber, on Sunday night, 24th instant, my N k-
GRO GIRL, Lear Green, about 18 years of age,
black complexion, round featured, good lo~king and
of ordinary size; had oa and with her when she left, a
tan-eolored silk bonnet, a dark plaid silk dress, a light
mouselin de lsine, also, one watered siik cape and
one tan colored cspe. [ have reasons to be confident
that she wss persuaded off by a negro man named
Wm. Adams, black, guick spiken, 5 fcet 10 inches
high, a large scar on one sidé of s {ace running down
in a ridge by the corner of his mouth,about four inchss
long, barver by trade but works mostly about taverns,
opening oysters, &c. He has been missing about a
week : he had been heard to say he was going to marry
the above girland ship to New York, where it 1s said
his mo! her resides. 'The above reward will be paid if
said girl i1s taken out of the State of Maryland and
delivered to me; or hifty doilars if taken in the State
of Mnr"lam : JAMES NOBLE,
m6 S>3 No. 153 Broadway, Baltimore,

HREE HUNDRED DOLLARS REWARD.—
Ran away from the subscriber,on Thursday, A pril

Lear Green escaping in a chest.
Schomburg Image ID1222673.
She reached Philadelphia and then settled in Elmira, NY.
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JERRY RESCUE
October 1, 1851
A Serious Act of Civil Disobedience

Thz Federal Fugitive Slave Law of 1850 was

| passed to encourage the capture of fugitive
slaves and to direct severe punishments on

anyone caught helping them escape through the
Underground Railroad. Irled to the arrest in 1851
of William “Jerry” Henry, a former slave from
Missouri working in Syracuse as a cooper.

Ashear'mg began in a building on Clinton
quare to determine if Henry should be
returned to slavery. An angry crowd gathered
outside, protesting the arrest. The commissioner
conducting the hearing temporarily adjourned the
proceedings. That evening a crowd of supporters,
organized by local anti-slavery leaders and

L >
: ’ including both black and white citizens, broke into ‘
i . MM the offices. They confronted federal marshals, freed _ﬁ ! .
| ) tions Library - Dartmouth University  Henry and later spirited him away to freedom in R [
Canada. ———
?.4 anada The Monument to the Jerry Rescue

Rev. Samuel May in Syracuse's Clinton Square

The sculpture symbolically depicts the moment
that William Henry was led from the jall
Guiding him are representations of Jermain
Loguen (R) and Samuel May (C). Both were
\eaders in Syracuse's anti-slavery efforts.

OHA Colfection

May was a Unitarian minister in Syracuse and
€ dvocate for the abolition of slavery.
ay Memorial Unitanan Church

¢ was a blarant act of civil disobedience that
drew outrage from the federal administration

of President Millard Fillmore. Arrests of
Ao fonen thas Whire House

Syracuse, 1850 — a prelude to Lemmon




Cover of the book The Kidnapped and the Ransomed, being the personal
recollections of Peter Still and his wife “Vina," after forty years of slavery.
By Mrs. Kate E. R. Pickard (1856)




Juliet Lemon
Photograph taken from www.findagrave.com. Courtesy of Shirley Craft.




Jonathan Lemon
Photograph taken from www.findagrave.com. Courtesy of Shirley Craft.
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Death Certificate of Louis Napoleon




Erastus D. Culver (1803-1889)
Attorney for the Lemmon slaves, 1852.
With thanks to his great-great-grandson Henry D. Ryder




John Jay II (1817-1894) attorney for the Lemmon slaves
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Elijah Paine, Jr.
Portrait undated, photographed by Mark Hemhauser, 2017,
and courtesy of Margaret Paine Hasselman, Albany, CA.




Chester Alan Arthur
21st President of the United States




William B. Wright
New York State Court of Appeals Judge




Otis Kidwell Burger (left) and Angela Terrell
Burger is the great-great-granddaughter of Sidney Howard Gay, the abolitionist
newspaper editor.
Photo by Don Papson (2016) on line at
https://www.amny.com/news/underground-railroads-spirit-keeps-on-chugging-downtown/




