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The Dutch West India company inviting settlers to the New World 
(New Netherland, later to be New York). The first slaves arrived 

in the 1620s.



Depiction of a slave auction under the Dutch, circa 1655



Transition from Dutch New York to English Colony, 1664



April 1688 Germantown, PA, Quaker Petition Against Slavery, 
one of the first anti-slavery expressions



A New York law regulating Negroes, 1781





An illustration of the New York Slavery Conspiracy of 1741 — Alchetron



The full Horsmanden 392-page report is available at 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/gcmisc.lst0063/?st=gallery



SLAVES IN COURT, 1741
Three slaves sentenced by Chief Justice Daniel Horsmanden, to 

be hanged for complicity in a robbery New York City, 1741. 
Engraving, 19th century. Granger collection 0103046 



Hanging and burning of Negroes, 1741



England’s Blackstone used words that 
planted the seeds for a claim of liberty in 

the Lemmon case some 87 years later

“[T]his spirit of liberty is so 
deeply implanted in our 

constitution, and rooted even in 
our very soil, that a slave or a 
negro, the moment he lands in 

England, falls under the 
protection of the laws, and with 

regard to all natural rights 
becomes eo instant a freeman” 

1765



1776, following on the Declaration of Independence.
The Lemmon case, 75 years later



A slave’s reward, freedom, for joining the British, 1783



Journal of the New York State General Assembly, March 20, 1781, 
freeing slaves who served in the Revolutionary War



A slavery advertisement in New York in 1785 when slavery still existed



New York Manumission Society Pitcher  
The Society was formed by Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and Melancton Smith ca. 1785.



Among the Society's major achievements was founding the African Free-School in 1787, 
devoted to the education of black children as preparation for life as free citizens. The 
school played a significant role in producing new leadership from within the New York 

black community, before the Manumission Society turned it over to the New York public 
school system in 1834.



1787 Fugitive Slave Clause  
United States Constitution, Article IV, Section 2

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, 
under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, 
shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation 

therein, be discharged from such Service or 
Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the 

Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.



Anti-slavery Influences from England 



William Wilberforce (1759-1833)
England’s leading abolitionist, whose views influenced Americans 

English philanthropist and abolitionist. Steel engraving, 19th century, after a painting by George Richmond. 
Granger Collection on line 0085351.



In the New York Evening Post February 19, 1805 an owner advertised the sale of a young 
woman, just above an advertisement for the sale of a boat



In the midst of New York’s gradual abolition of slavery from 1799-1827 
advertisements like this appeared on March 3, 1818 New York Evening Post



British Abolitionist Commemorative Medal
Unsigned illustration for The Anti-Slavery Record, Vol. I, Appendix: p. 162 (New York: 

Published by R. G. Williams, for the American Anti-Slavery Society, 1835) Alderman Library, 
University of Virginia.



Daniel Tompkins (1774-1825) 
As Governor he was influential in the final abolition of slavery in New York (1799-1827).
He went on to become Vice-President of the United States in 1817 during the presidency 

of James Monroe.



The first issue of Freedom’s Journal, March 16, 1827



Anti-slavery societies were springing up all over the North. This one from Dutchess 
county in 1839.



The District Attorney as advocate for the slave

In 1840 New York Legislature added another layer of difficulty for slaveowners. 
Questions of ownership and identity in fugitive cases had been traditionally 
determined by judges. The lawmakers changed the law, granting a jury trial to 
alleged fugitives facing recaption.

In that statute the legislature included a remarkable provision that placed New 
York squarely in support of the fugitives: At the recaption trial the alleged 
fugitive was to be represented by the District Attorney. It is hard to conceive of 
a firmer symbolic stance, not to mention the potency of actual representation by 
a public official paid at public expense as an officer of the court.

That same year New York went further, amending its 1828 statute “to more 
effectually protect the life of free citizens of this state from being kidnapped or 
reduced to slavery. It authorized the Governor to appoint agents to help restore 
liberty to persons kidnapped and to help return them to New York State. 



The Federal Fugitive Slave Law of 1850



Rescue of a Fugitive Slave. Schomberg Image ID807845.  
Rescues following the Fugitive Slave law of 1850.



Federal authorities escorting Anthony Burns into slavery, 1854
Schomburg Image ID485699 



Dred Scott v. John F. A. Sandford





The Road to Liberty, a station on the Underground Railroad 
Schomburg Center Image ID1708351





Fugitive Slaves in the Dismal Swamp, Virginia
David Edward Cronin

1888, New-York Historical Society



Resurrection of Henry Box Brown, at Philadelphia





Lear Green escaping in a chest.
Schomburg Image ID1222673.

She reached Philadelphia and then settled in Elmira, NY. 



Syracuse, 1850 — a prelude to Lemmon



Cover of the book The Kidnapped and the Ransomed, being the personal 
recollections of Peter Still and his wife “Vina," after forty years of slavery. 

By Mrs. Kate E. R. Pickard (1856)



Juliet Lemon
Photograph taken from www.findagrave.com. Courtesy of Shirley Craft.



Jonathan Lemon
Photograph taken from www.findagrave.com. Courtesy of Shirley Craft.



Death Certificate of Louis Napoleon



Erastus D. Culver (1803-1889) 
Attorney for the Lemmon slaves, 1852.

With thanks to his great-great-grandson Henry D. Ryder



John Jay II (1817-1894) attorney for the Lemmon slaves



Elijah Paine, Jr.
Portrait undated, photographed by Mark Hemhauser, 2017, 

and courtesy of Margaret Paine Hasselman, Albany, CA.



Chester Alan Arthur
21st President of the United States



William B. Wright
New York State Court of Appeals Judge



Otis Kidwell Burger (left) and Angela Terrell
Burger is the great-great-granddaughter of Sidney Howard Gay, the abolitionist 

newspaper editor. 
Photo by Don Papson (2016) on line at 

https://www.amny.com/news/underground-railroads-spirit-keeps-on-chugging-downtown/


