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The Historical Society of the New York Courts

HE SOCIETY WAS LAUNCHED IN 2002 as a not-for-profit organization with the mission of preserving the
legal history of the State of New York. It seeks to educate students and foster scholarly understanding and
public appreciation of the rich legacy of the New York courts and the legal profession.

ANNUAL SERIES & OCCASIONAL LECTURES

The Society has held lectures each year since 2003 at the New York City Bar as well as other forums across the State.
The programs feature guest lecturers who are prominent lawyers, jurists and scholars, experts in their fields.
Here are the programs since 2008.

2008

Courtrooms and Courthouses:
What do they say? How do they say it?

Inaugural Society Gala: 8oth Anniversary of the
New York County Courthouse & 40th Anniversary
of the Hon. Norman Goodman, County Clerk and
Clerk of the Supreme Court

Stephen R. Kaye Memorial Program 2008

The Founding of the Republic: Has History Given New York
its Due?

Ladies of Legend: The First Generation of American
Women Attorneys, a joint program with the U.S.
Supreme Court Historical Society

2009

2009 Society Gala: Honoring the Legacy of
Judith S. Kaye

Stephen R. Kaye Memorial Program 2009
Before New York There Was New Netherland:
Our Dutch Heritage 1609 - 2009

2010

2010 Society Gala: Honoring Chief Judge Jonathan
Lippman

Law, Justice & the Holocaust: Lessons for the Courts
Today

Stephen R. Kaye Memorial Program 2010

Robert H. Jackson: Lawyer, Justice, Nuremberger...New
Yorker

2011

L]

2011 Society Gala: Honoring Roy L. Reardon

Nominated From New York:

The Empire State’s Contributions to the Supreme Court
Bench John Jay: A Family Affair

Stephen R. Kaye Memorial Program 2011 Lincoln, the
Civil War, and Freedom of the Press: New York Divided

2012

2012 Society Gala: Honoring the NYS Bar Association

Nominated From New York: The Empire State’s
Contributions to the Supreme Court Bench
Thurgood Marshall: “Mr. Civil Rights”

Scales of Justice: An Evening of Live Music & Copyright Law

The Bartlett Commission, Reshaping the Law: A 50 Year
Retrospective and an Enduring Legacy

2013

2013 Society Gala: Honoring Lady Justice:
New York State Court of Appeals Women Jurists

PRO BONO New York Lawyers and Public Service
Stephen R. Kaye Memorial Program 2012 (Rescheduled)

A Tour of Our Beautiful Courthouses: Preserving, Protecting
and Defending Them

The Empire State’s Contributions to the Supreme Court
Bench Learned in the Law: Role of the Solicitor General...a New
York Point of View

WEBSITE (Www.nycourts.gov/history)

The Society launched a new website in 2013, designed to provide cutting edge access to its growing collection of historical
materials and resources. Included among these is an expanded digital library of biographies, images and documents. In
addition the Society is working to expand its digital content through a series of innovative projects, including:

« Legal History by Era: A comprehensive look at the State’s history since 1624

« County Legal History: Covering the local history of all of New York’s 62 Counties

 Historical Court Records: Improving public access to court records statewide




NEW YORK COURT OF APPEALS LECTURE SERIES - Since 2008

The Society has sponsored the New York Court of Appeals lecture series held in Albany since 2006. This represents the
first time this important building has been open to the public as well as Society members for an educational lecture series.

2008 « David J. Stern: On Courts and Sports 2011 o The Hellhounds of Wall Street
» Owen Pell & Monica Dugot: Stolen Art
o Woodstock: The Music of the First Amendment
2010 - The Hudson: Yesterday & Today 2013 . Festival of the Romantics: A Natural Celebration

2012 .« Shakespeare and the Law

PUBLICATIONS

The Society publishes annually Judicial Notice, a journal featuring articles of historical substance and scholarship, in-
cluding writings by distinguished historians, attorneys and other authors.

The Society has also published several books:
2013 ¢ OPENING STATEMENTS: LAW, JURISPRUDENCE AND THE LEGACY OF DUTCH NEW YORK

2007 e THE JUDGES OF THE NEW YORK COURT OF APPEALS: A BIoGRAPHICAL HISTORY edited by Hon. Al-
bert M. Rosenblatt with foreword by Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye, providing a comprehensive, authoritative
guide to 160 years of the important legal legacy of the New York Court of Appeals. Published by Fordham
University Press.

2006 e« HISTORIC COURTHOUSES OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK: A STUDY IN POSTCARDS by Julia and Albert
Rosenblatt, featuring rare postcard images of county courthouses throughout New York State with accom-
panying text.

2006 « COURT OF APPEALS LECTURE SERIES: Compendium of three lectures comprising the 2006 Court of
Appeals Lecture Series.

ORAL HISTORY

The Society is recording the oral histories of prominent retired judges and other legal luminaries of New York State to
preserve the living record of their experiences. Our Oral History project has made great strides. We have captured
most of the oral histories of the living retired Judges of the New York Court of Appeals, including those of New York’s
two living Former Chief Judges, Judith S. Kaye and Sol Wachtler. We are also developing a video library of the histories
of members of the New York Bar who stand as legal luminaries.

DAVID A. GARFINKEL ESSAY CONTEST

The annual David A. Garfinkel Essay Contest invites CUNY & SUNY community college students from across the
State to write an original essay on specified topics of legal history. Cash prizes are awarded to the winners.

2008 - The Courts and Human Rights in NY: The Legacy of the Lemmon Slave Case
2009 - The New Netherland Legal System and the Law of 21st Century New York
2010 - The Evolution of Justice Along the Erie Canal

2011 - The Legal Legacy of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire

2012 - The Blue and the Gray: New York During the Civil War

2013 - Cyberspace and the Law: What Are Our Rights and Responsibilites?

2014 - Who Watches the Watchers? Free Speech and Free Press in the Electronic Age

EDUCATION INITIATIVES

The Society has provided grants to Bard High School Early College, a public school with campuses in Manhattan and
Queens, to develop classroom curriculum and to teach its students about the role of the courts in a civil society...how to
administer justice and preserve the rule of law. It is designed to reach a diverse population of New York City public
students in middle and high schools. The Society plans to expand its education initiatives to reach underserved students
in upstate New York. m
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WELCOME

HON. ALBERT M. ROSENBLATT
President

MARILYN MARCUS

Executive Director

JOHN S. SIFFERT
Vice-Chair and Chair of Finance

INTRODUCTION

HON. JONATHAN LIPPMAN
Chief Judge of the State of New York

VIDEO PRESENTATION
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. 1995 Monroe & New York Counties

. 1998 Erie, Nassau & Westchester Counties
. 2002 Albany & Suffolk Counties

. 2003 Kings County

. 2005 Queens County; Monroe County expands to 7th JD

Gommercial Division Courthouses Across New York State

he Commercial Division formally opened its do

on November 6, 1995. Today, it has grown to cover 10 ju

ing from the eastern tip of Long Island to Lake Erie. This map give
ions where the Commercial Division currently sits as well as the years founde
ntial growth. Note that for Monroe County (1995) and Erie County (1998), their jur
anded, respectively, to Judicial Districts in 2005 (7th JD) and 2007 (8th JD).

ve have included a list of countries who have sent
e NYS Commercial Division.
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Qbitting

Hon.

Eileen C. Bransten New York County
Stephen A. Bucaria Nassau County
Carolyn E. Demarest Kings County

Vito M. DeStefano Nassau County
Timothy S. Driscoll Nassau County
Elizabeth Hazlitt Emerson Suffolk County
Marcy S. Friedman New York County
Marguerite A. Grays Queens County
Donald Greenwood Onondaga County
Duane A. Hart Queens County

Deborah Karalunas Onondaga County
Orin R. Kitzes Queens County

Shirley Werner Kornreich New York County
Lawrence K. Marks New York County
John A. Michalek 8th Judicial District
Jeffrey K. Oing New York County

Ann T. Pfau Kings County

Emily Pines Suffolk County

Richard Platkin Albany County

Charles E. Ramos New York County
Matthew Rosenbaum 7th Judicial District
Saliann Scarpulla New York County

Alan Scheinkman Westchester County
David I. Schmidt Kings County

Melvin L. Schweitzer New York County

O. Peter Sherwood New York County
Timothy Walker 8th Judicial District
Thomas Whelan Suffolk County

. Myriam J. Altman New York County

. Leonard B. Austin Nassau County

. Ariel E. Belen Kings County

. Louis C. Benza Albany County

. Herman Cahn New York County

. Joseph R. Cannizzaro Albany County

. Barry A. Cozier New York County

. Stephen G. Crane New York County

. John Curran 8th Judicial District

. John DiBlasi Westchester County

. Eugene Fahey 8th Judicial District

. Kenneth R. Fisher 7th Judicial District

. Helen E. Freedman New York County

. Bernard J. Fried New York County

. Lewis R. Friedman New York County

. Ira Gammerman JHO New York County

. Sylvia Hinds-Radix Kings County

. Barbara Kapnick New York County

. Richard B. Lowe III New York County

. Joseph G. Makowski 8th Judicial District
. Daniel G. Martin Nassau County

. William E. McCarthy Albany County

. Robert J. Miller Kings County

. Karla Moskowitz New York County

. Patrick Nemoyer 8th Judicial District

. Kenneth W. Rudolph Westchester County
. Thomas A. Stander 7th Judicial District
. Walter M. Schackman New York County

Hon. Sandra L. Sgroi Suffolk County

Hon. Beatrice Shainswit New York County
Hon. Ira B. Warshawsky Nassau County
Hon. James Yates New York County

Meeting of the Commercial Division Judges on
January 29, 2014 at the 2014 New York State Bar
Association Annual Meeting in New York City.

o



Jan. 1, 1993
Four specialized
“Commercial Parts”
of the New York
County Supreme
Court are established
and staffed by four
experienced justices to
deal with complex
litigation.

Jan. 5, 1994
Governor Mario
Cuomo’s annual
message to the
legislature
proposes
reforms
including the
establishment of
a court to deal
with commercial
issues.

e

Jan. 1995
The Commercial and
Federal Litigation
Section of the New
York State Bar
Association issues
a key report
recommending the
creation of a
Commercial Court.

Feb. 1995

In response to the
Section’s report,
Chief Judge Kaye
creates the
Commercial Courts
Task Force, headed by
Hon. E. Leo Milonas
and Robert L. Haig,
Esq., to examine the
Section’s report and
develop a blueprint for
implementation. The
Task Force determines
that there should be
established a
Commercial Division
of the Supreme Court
in areas of the State
where significant
commercial litigation
is conducted.

History of the Commer
of the New York Supreme Gou

Nov. 6, 1995

The Commercial
Division operations
begin with five
Supreme Court Justices
assigned to the Division
in New York County
and one Justice assigned
in Monroe County.

Dec. 2, 1997
“Courtroom 2000” is
unveiled in one of the
Commercial Division
courtrooms in the
New York County
Courthouse. It is
designed to utilize new
technology to increase
the pace of trials.

Dec. 1998
Chief Judge
Kaye announces
new Commercial
Division parts in
Nassau, Erie &
Westchester
Counties.

1999

2073

Dec. 2005

The Office of Court
Administration
launches a series of
focus groups to
promote candid
dialogue
among judges,
lawyers, and
clients to
generate new
ideas, identify
potential areas of
improvement and
assess the application
of Commercial Division
“best practices.” The
Final Report issued
contains
recommendations for
both internal
improvements of the
Commercial Division,
and for how
innovations created
within the Division can
be exported.

Jan. 17, 2006
The “Statewide
Standards

The Commercial
Divisions in Monroe,
New York and
Westchester Counties
pioneer electronic
filling in New York
State.

2002-2005
Over these years the

for
Assignment
of Cases
and Rules
of Practice”
are adopted,
providing
clarity as to

. which cases
s are heard in

Commercial Division
expands to Albany,
Kings, Queens &
Suffolk Counties. The
jurisdiction of the
Monroe County
Commercial Division is
expanded to the 7th
Judicial District.

the
Commercial Division as
well as uniform
practices and
procedures for cases
once they are within
the Commercial
Division.

2007

The Commercial
Division is expanded to
Onondaga County.

Nov. 28, 2007
Jurisdiction of the Erie
County Commercial
Division is expanded
to cover the entire 8th
Judicial District.

2009

New legislation
making electronic
filing permanent in
New York
State is
passed,
after
Filing by
Electronic Means
(FBEM) is successfully
piloted in several
Commercial Division
parts.

June 20, 2012
The Chief Judge’s Task
Force on Commercial
Litigation in the 21st
Century issues report
containing practical
proposals for moving
the Commercial
Division into the next
century.

Mar. 26,
2013
Chief Judge
Lippman
names
members of
the
permanent
Commercial
Division
Advisory
Council, a body
recommended by the
2012 report. Robert L.
Haig is named Chair of
the new body.
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HoN. BARRY A. COZIER JOHN J. HALLORAN, JR. Roy L. REARDON CHAIR
BARRY H. GARFINKEL MICHAEL W. LEAHY JOHN S. SIFFERT CHAIR
ROBERT . GIUFFRA, JR. ALAN LEVINE STEPHEN P. YOUNGER
HoN. NORMAN GOODMAN HoN. E. LEo MILONAS MARK C. ZAUDERER

DINNER COMMITTEE

CHAIRS
ALSTON & BIrRD LLP JoHN J. HALLORAN, JRr., PC
JoHN F. CAMBRIA
GREGORY P. JOSEPH
AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL GROUP INC.
MICHAEL W. LEAHY KRAMER DILLOF LIVINGSTON &
YUN LEE MOORE DONATION
BOIES SCHILLER & FLEXNER LLP JUDITH A. LIVINGSTON
THOMAS A. MOORE
DAvID BOIES
LEE S. WOLOSKY PAUL WEISS RIFKIND WHARTON &
COHEN & GRESSER LLP GARRISON LLP
MARK S. COHEN BRAD S. KArp
N | (GRS IR THEODORE V. WELLS, JR.
COOLEY LLP QUINN EMANUEL URQUHART & SULLIVAN LLP
CELIA BARENHOLTZ PETER E. CALAMARI
ALAN LEVINE MICHAEL B. CARLINSKY

WILLIAM ]. SCHWARTZ

SULLIVAN & CROMWELL LLP
FRESHFIELDS BRUCKHAUS R G
DERINGER US LLP OBERT J. GIUFFRA, JR.

MARSHALL H. FISHMAN SHARON L. NELLES

GREENBERG TRAURIG LLP WACHTELL LIPTON ROSEN & KATZ
RICHARD A. EDLIN JONATHAN M. MOSES
ALAN MANSFIELD WILLIAM SAVITT

Hi1STORICAL RECORDS OF
THE NEw YORK COUNTY CLERK INC.

HoN. NORMAN GOODMAN
JAMES A. ROSSETTI

WEIL GOTSHAL & MANGES LLP
DAvVID J. LENDER
JONATHAN D. POLKES




VICE-CHAIRS

BAKER & HOSTETLER LLP
DAVID ]. SHEEHAN

CLARK GAGLIARDI & MILLER PC
HENRY G. MILLER

CLEARY GOTTLIEB STEEN & HAMILTON LLP
MEREDITH E. KOTLER

CRAVATH SWAINE & MOORE LLP
EvaN R. CHESLER

DAvis POLK & WARDWELL LLP
CAREY R. DUNNE

DEBEVOISE & PLimMPTON LLP
BRUCE E. YANNETT

FLEMMING ZULACK WILLIAMSON ZAUDERER LLP

GERALD G. PAUL
MARK C. ZAUDERER

KANTOR DAVIDOFF MANDELKER TWOMEY
GALLANTY & OLENICK PC

LAWRENCE A. MANDELKER

KELLEY DRYE & WARREN LLP
JoHN M. CALLAGY

KRAMER LEVIN NAFTALIS & FRANKEL LLP
GARY P. NAFTALIS

LANKLER SIFFERT & WOHL LLP
JOHN S. SIFFERT

NixoN PEaBoDY LLP
ADAM B. GILBERT

PATTERSON BELKNAP WEBB & TYLER LLP

Erik HaAs
STEPHEN P. YOUNGER

PiLLSBURY WINTHROP SHAW PiTTMAN LLP
Hon. E. LEO MILONAS

PROSKAUER ROSE LLP
BETTINA B. PLEVAN

SCHULTE ROTH & ZABEL LLP
ROBERT M. ABRAHAMS

SIMPSON THACHER & BARTLETT LLP

Roy L. REARDON
MaARy KAy VyYSKOCIL

SKADDEN ARPS SLATE MEAGHER & FLoM LLP

BARRY H. GARFINKEL
JAY B. KASNER

WEITZ & LUXEBNERG PC
ARTHUR LUXENBERG

MEMBERS

BERGER & WEBB LLP
STEVEN A. BERGER

NicHOLAS M. CANNELLA

Vito A. CANNAVO

FiTZPATRICK CELLA HARPER

DONATIONS

HON. LEONARD B. AUSTIN

MAx W. BERGER

GIBSON DUNN & CRUTCHER LLP

CorLAZzO FLORENTINO & KEIL LLP
ERNEST J. COLLAZO

COURTALERT.COoM INC.

RaNDY M. MASTRO

GODOSKY & GENTILE PC

CONSOLIDATED EDISON COMPANY
OF NEw YORK INC.

EL1zaBETH D. MOORE

RicHARD GODOSKY

PHiLLiPs LYTLE LLP

MICHAEL B. POWERS

DLA Pirer LLP (US)
ANTHONY PAUL COLES

RIVKIN RADLER LLP

EvaN H. KRINICK

WILLKIE FARR & GALLAGHER LLP
BriaN E. O’'CONNOR
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