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he Society was launched in 2003 with the mission of preserving the legal and judicial history of the
State of New York. It seeks to foster scholarly understanding and public appreciation of the rich lega-

cy of the New York courts, the legal profession and their contributions to the State and nation.

The Society presents programs on a wide variety of topics about New York’s legal history that are CLE-accred-
ited; it publishes books of historical interest and a scholarly periodical; it has initiated a program to collect the
oral history of, among others, former New York Court of Appeals Judges; it exhibits New York legal history in
Court of Appeals Hall and at the New York State Judicial Institute; and it has created a website that contains a
rich and growing library of New York judicial history.

ANNUAL SERIES, OCCASIONAL LECTURES & EVENTS

The Society holds an annual lecture each year at the New York City Bar, as well as lectures held at other forums
across the State.  The programs feature guest lecturers who are prominent lawyers, jurists and law school and
university professors who are experts in their fields. 

2003 - The Framing of the Constitution: New York’s Role 

2004 - Chancellor James Kent and the Origins of Law Reporting and Legal Education

2005 - David Dudley Field and the Code Concept

2005 - An Empire of Reason — The History of Federalism in America

2006 - The Scales of Justice: a Reargument of Palsgraf v. Long Island R.R. Co.

2006 - Frontier Justice: Western New York Blazes the Trail on the Underground Railroad and Down the
Erie Canal.  (Buffalo, New York)

2006 - Encore Presentation of The Scales of Justice: a Reargument of Palsgraf v. Long Island R.R. Co.
(White Plains, New York)

2007 - Encore Presentation of The Scales of Justice: a Reargument of Palsgraf v. Long Island R.R. Co.
(Nassau County Bar Association)

2007 - The New York Court of Appeals: A Biographical, Pictorial, Jurisprudential History with Dramatic
Readings

2007 - Inaugural Stephen R. Kaye Memorial Program: Alexander Hamilton, The Anchoring of American
Law 

2007 - Inaugural Society Gala: A Living Legacy Honoring the Retired Judges of the New York Court of
Appeals

2008 - 2008 Society Gala: 80th Anniversary of the New York County Courthouse & 40th Anniversary of
Hon. Norman Goodman, County Clerk & Clerk of the Supreme Court

2008 - Courtrooms and Courthouses: What Do They Say? How Do They Say It?

2008 - 2008 Stephen R. Kaye Memorial Program: The Founding of the Republic. Has History Given New
York Its Due?

2008 - Ladies of Legend: The First Generation of American Women Attorneys, a joint program with the
U.S. Supreme Court Historical Society

2009 - 2009 Gala: Honoring the Legacy of Judith S. Kaye

NEW YORK COURT OF APPEALS LECTURE SERIES

The Society  co-sponsored with the New York Court of Appeals a 2006 and 2007 series of lectures at the New
York Court of Appeals.  This represented the first time this important building had been open to the public
as well as Society members for an educational lecture series.
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• NY Times v. Sullivan and its Times: The Press and the Community 

• Dreiser’s “An American Tragedy:” The Law and the Arts

• The Shape of Justice: Law and Architecture  

• Democracy — a lecture delivered by U.S. Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer 

• Geoffrey Canada: The Courts and Children

• Jeffrey Toobin: The Courts and the Media

2008 NEW YORK COURT OF APPEALS LECTURE SERIES

• David J. Stern, Commissioner, National Basketball Association

• Owen Pell & Monica Dugot: Stolen Art

• Woodstock: The Music of the First Amendment

SCHOLARLY PUBLICATION

The Society publishes twice yearly a literary publication, Judicial Notice: A Periodical of New York Court History,
containing articles of historical substance and scholarship, including writings by distinguished historians,
attorneys and other presenters.

BOOK PUBLICATIONS

The Society has published or is in the process of publishing the following:

• The Judges of the New York Court of Appeals A Biographical History, edited by Hon. Albert M.
Rosenblatt with foreword by Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye, providing a comprehensive, authoritative
guide to 160 years of the important legal legacy of the New York Court of Appeals 
(Fordham University Press 2007)

• Historic Courthouses of the State of New York A Study in Postcards, by Julia and Albert
Rosenblatt, featuring rare postcard images of county courthouses throughout New York State with
accompanying text (Turner Publishing Company 2007)

• 2006 Court of Appeals Lecture Series: Compendium of the three lectures comprising the 2006
Court of Appeals Lecture Series

ORAL HISTORY

The Society is committed to recording the oral history of prominent figures in New York’s legal history in order
to preserve the living record of their experiences, and to provide future generations with their words and
thoughts.  The Society has completed four oral histories, including  Hon. Richard J. Bartlett and New York Court
of Appeals Judges Richard D. Simons, Bernard S. Meyer, and Matthew J. Jasen. The Society will be videotaping the
oral histories of prominent NYS attorneys and judges throughout 2009.

DAVID A. GARFINKEL ESSAY CONTEST

The Society commenced in 2008 an essay contest directed at CUNY & SUNY community college students.

2008  - The Courts and Human Rights in NY: The Legacy of the Lemmon Slave Case

2009  - The New Netherland Legal System and the Law of 21st Century New York

WEBSITE

The Society designed and launched its website in 2003.  It contains an extensive library, including portraits and
photographs of judges and other notable legal figures accompanied by biographies, documents of important note
in the State’s legal history and Society publications. We are in the process of including as webcasts all lectures given
after the 2006 annual lecture, as well as the Court of Appeals lecture series and other presentations of interest.
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JUDGE ALBERT M. ROSENBLATT

President, The Historical Society of the 
Courts of the State of New York
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FIRST IN OUR JURISPRUDENCE

FIRST IN OUR HEARTS

H O N O R A B L E

JUDITH S. KAYE was born and
raised in Monticello, New York.
She attended Barnard College

and received her LL.B. degree from
New York University School of Law
in 1962,  graduating cum laude.

Immediately following law school,
Judge Kaye entered private practice
at Sullivan & Cromwell in New York
City (1962-1964), and was in-house
counsel in the law department of
International Business Machines
(1964-1965). From 1965 to 1969, she was
part-time assistant to Dean Russell Niles of New York
University School of Law (1965-1969).  In 1969, she joined
Olwine, Connelly, Chase, O’Donnell & Weyher as a liti-
gation associate (beginning on a part-time basis, with
three young children), and was later named a partner, in
this mid-size New York City commercial law firm,
where she remained until 1983.

That year, she was appointed by Governor Mario M.
Cuomo to the highest court of the state of New York,
the Court of Appeals, becoming the first woman to
occupy that post. In 1993, Judge Kaye made history again
when Governor Cuomo appointed her Chief Judge of
the State of New York, the first woman to occupy that
post, adding administrative and executive responsibili-

ties for the state court system to her
judicial role. The only New York
Chief Judge ever to complete a full
14-year term, Judge Kaye was re-
appointed by Governor Eliot Spitzer
in 2007, to a term that ended
December 31, 2008 due to the State’s
mandatory retirement provisions.
She recently became Of  Counsel  to
the law firm of Skadden Arps Slate
Meagher & Flom.

While Judge Kaye is recognized as a
national leader in the judicial system,

it is her dedication to her home state that sets her apart
from her fellow jurists. During her tenure,  Judge Kaye
led countless projects to make the New York court sys-
tem more efficient and responsive to the needs of all
residents. Her most noteworthy initiatives include cre-
ating problem-solving courts, including drug and fami-
ly treatment courts, domestic violence courts, mental
health courts, and community courts; implementing a
Commercial Division of specialized commercial courts
for cost-effective resolution of business disputes; estab-
lishing a statewide network of child-care centers for lit-
igants in courthouses; and designing the Adoption Now
program which has produced faster adoptions and
more streamlined procedures for children in foster care
and their families.



Judge Kaye has dedicated herself to educating the pub-
lic and legal community about the courts. She has lec-
tured widely throughout her State and the nation, and
is the author of numerous publications. Her most noted
articles deal particularly with legal process, women in
the law, state constitutional law, professional ethics and
the problem-solving courts she implemented through-
out New York. 
Chief Judge Kaye’s commitment to service extends beyond
the bench. She has served as chair of The Permanent
Judicial Commission on Justice for Children, on the Board
of Directors of The Dwight D. Opperman Institute of

Judicial Administration, and  on the Board of Editors for
the New York State Bar Journal. She is a founding member
of  Judges and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert, a member of
several bar associations, and a Trustee of The William
Nelson Cromwell Foundation.  She was President of The
National Conference of Chief Justices. She has lectured
widely and authored numerous publications.

Judge Kaye is the inspiration behind the formation of
The Historical Society of the Courts of the State of New
York, and has been an important guiding force in its
growth and development.



The family at Mohonk Mountain House, May 2006

WITH HER FIRST LOVE AND HUSBAND

Together at their daughter Luisa’s wedding in 1991



Judith with her mother and brother in front of the store

Ben Smith at the family store

Judith aged 3 on the farm

Highschool grad at 15
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The New York Times

Published: August 12, 1983

Copyright © The New York Times

I don’t think of myself as a crusader.  

My gender travels with me.  

Being the first woman, I don’t lay that aside.  

That enhances the excitement.



Consolidated Edison Co. v. Town of Red Hook, 60 N.Y.2d  99 (1983)

Holding invalid a local law that “imposes an 

additional layer of regulation in an area 

where the Legislature has evidenced its 

intent to pre-empt the field of regulation.”

People v. Charles F., 60 N.Y.2d  474, 480-581 (1983)

“The considerations favoring law-trained

Judges are all the more compelling where,

because of the nature of the charges, a jury

trial has been provided by law. While lay

Judges bring a welcome sense of community

values and practical wisdom to the court-

room, when a trial is conducted before a jury, those perspectives are furnished by the jury. The

Judge’s role in a jury trial is necessarily more technical. The Judge must assure that the rules of

evidence are complied with, and that the jury is correctly instructed on the law. Despite the 

courses prescribed for nonlawyer Town and Village Justices, their training in the law, and 

especially their exposure to the complexities of a criminal jury trial, do not approach a law 

school education and experience at the Bar.”



The New York Times

Published: August 12, 1983

Copyright © The New York Times

“As I prepare to assume my next title as New York’s first woman

former Chief Judge, it seems to me that the Judiciary I leave

behind, while in one key regard deeply pained personally and

individually, has heroically risen to its obligation to serve the

public wisely and diligently, soundly and innovatively, preserv-

ing and carrying forward the best of the past to meet the

demands of a rapidly changing society. And every day the news

reminds us that—as dockets rise and pressures intensify—the

courts must continue to be good, responsible citizens, attentive

always to budgeting leanly and transparently, and making

careful use of our resources in every aspect of our operations.”

The State of the Judiciary, November 12, 2008
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Marc J. Goldstein    
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Richard Godosky
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Greenberg Traurig LLP   

Gregory P. Joseph Law Offices LLC
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