2H LAWS OF THE COLONY OF NEW YOLRIL

[CHAPTER 10.]
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An Act declareing what are the Rights
and Priviledges of their Majesties snhb.
jects inhabiting within their Provinee of
New Yorlk,

[Passed, May 13, 1603

Forasmunch as the Represcotatives of this their Majesties
Irovinee of New Yok now Convened in Geperall Assembly are
deeply sensible of their Matys most gratious fuvonr in restoring
to them the undoubted Rights and I'viviledges of Englishemen
by declarcing their Royall will awd pleasuee in iheir Letters
FPattenrs to his Excelley who they have appointed their Captaine
generall and Governour in Chief over this their Provinee; that
he shoulil with the advice and consent of their Councill from
time to time a8 need shall regquire to snwwon and call generall
Asgeublys of 1he lubabitants being freeholders aceording to the
usitge of their Majesties other Plantations in Anerica.  And that
this most excellent constitntion soe necessary and soe mueh
Estevmned by our Ancestors may  cver contivue wunto  thelr
Majesties Snbjects within this Provinee of New York; the Repre-
gentatived of this their Mujesties Provioee Convened in Generall
Aszenibly doe with all dory aud Bubmission hamnbly pray that
the vights, Priviledges Libertyes and francbheses aecording to the
Lavwes and statutes of their Majesties Reahn of Epgland may be
contirnned wato their Majesties most dutyfull and loyall Subjects
Tuhabiting within thig their Provinee of New York by Authority
of this generall assembly.  Be it Therefore Enacted by the
Governour and Councill and the Representatives mett in generall
Asgsembly,  And it is Lereby enacted and declared Ly the
Awthority of the sawe, That the supreame Legislative power and
anthorite under thelr Bajesties  Willhamw and Mary King
and eene of KEngland & shall forever be and roside in A €lover-
wour in Chief and Covueill appointed by their Majesties their
Heiresand suceessonrs; And the people by their Representatives
mett aud Conveued i general) Assembly; that the exereice and
administration of the goverment over the said Provinee shall,
persnant to thelr Majesiies letters Dattents be in the said
Governowr in Chief, and Councill with whose adviee and Cone
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gent or with att least five of thew, lLe is to rnle apd Govern
the same, acvording to (he Lawes thereof, and for any defect
hereln secording o (e Laws of Eugland aud not others ise,
That in tase the Crovernour in Chiet shall Dye or be Abscut out
of the Province; aud that there be pee person within the said
Yrovinee Counnissiocnated by their Majesties their heires or Rue-
cessors (o be poverpour  or Comwmmander in Chief that then the
Councill for the lime being or sve many of thew as gre in
the aaid Movinee doe lake upon thew the administration of
the goversment aud the Bxecution of the Lawes thereof and
powcers aml autborities lelougivg to the Goveruotr in (hief
and Couneill, the fiest in pomination in which Counpcill i8 fo
preside untill the said Governone shail return apd avrive jo
the sald Province agatine, or the pleasure of their Majestyves
thelr Leires or Saceegsors be Turilier kuown., That for the
good govcrmuent aod rule of their Majesiag Rubjects a session
of a geuvrall Asseindily bee held in thig I'rovinee onee in every
Yeare, That every freeladder withio this provinee aod free.
man iu any Corporationw shall ftave his free Clwice and voot
in the olecling, of the Hepreseatatives witbout aoy uanncer
uf Coustraint or huposilion; And that in all elections the
Majority of votes shall eares itt, aud Ly freeholders is to be
understond every one who shal! hiave fourty shitlings 1* Aunwn
in freehold. That the persons to he eleeted to ®itt as Repre-
geubatives o the Clenerall Assewbly feom tine to thue for the
severnil Cittye, Powns, Couniys, Rhires, Divitions or Mannors of
this provinee and all places within the sane shiall be according
to the preporticn aml number lereafter expressed, that is to
say for the Ciity aud County of New Yorke fowre for Suffolk
Cownty fwo for Quecns County twe for Kings County fwo,
for the County of Richmond two, for the County of West-
Chester tno. for the County of Vlster two, for the litty and
County of Allany twao, for the Collimey of Renslacrswick, ane,
Dukes County two: and ns many more as their Majesties their
helres and successors shall think fitt to establish. Thai al
persons Chosen and Assetabled In manner aforesnid or the
Major part of flwan shall he deemed and accounted the repre-
sentatives of this I'rovinee in generall assomhly. that the Repro-
sentatives convened in generall Assembly may appoint their
own tinies of meeting during their sessions and may adjourn
their house from time to thne as to them shall seeny mest and
convenient,  That the said representatives as aforesaid Con-
¥en'd are the sole Judges of the Qualificitions of thelr own
Members, and likewize of all undoe Elleetions, and may feom
time to time purg the house As they shall se¢ occation That



245 LAWS OF THE COLONY OF NEW YORK.

nee member of the geoerall assembly or their Servauts dureing
the Thme of their Sessions and whilst they shall Le guing to
and returning frow the said Sssembly shall be arvesicd, sned,
huprisoned or any wayes molested or trouhled or be Compnlted
to make answer to any suite, bill, plaint Declaration or uthep-
wise, (‘ases of high Treason ind fellony onely Excepted. That
all Bills agreed upon by the Rejresentatives or the Mujor part
of them shall be presented unto the Governour and the
Councill for their approbation and Consent all and every which
satd Bills soe approved of and ronsented to by the Governony
and the Conneill shall be Estermed and accounted the Taws
of this I'rovince which said Lawes shall continue and remaine in
force untill they be disgallowed Ly their Majestica their belrs and
Suceessors or expire by their own limitation. That in All Cases of
death or Absence of any of the said Representatives the-ffovernoup
for the time heing, shall Issue out A wreitt of Snmmons to the
Respective Cittys Towns Countys Division or Mannors: for whieh
ha or they so deccased or absent wepe Chosgen, willing und
requireing the frecholders of the same, to Elert others in thelp
places and stead That noe frecwan shall be taken and Imprisoned
ot be desivzed of his freelold, or liberty or frec Cngtom's, or ont
Lawd ov Exiled or any other wayes destroved, nor shall he
passed upon, adjudged or Condeanned but by the Lawfull Judge.
ment of his peers and by the Law of this Provinee, Justice nor
right shall be neither g0ld denied ar delayed to any prrson within
this Provines.  That noe Aid, tax, tollage, assessment, Custome
Loan, Benevolence gift, Excise duty or Tmposition whatspever
shall be 1aid assessed Tmposed, Tavyed or required of or an any
of their Majtya S8abjects within this Province &r or thvir estates
upon any wanor of Coleur or pretence whaisoever bt by the
Act and Censent of the governor and Couneill and Representa-
tives of the people in generall Asgembly meti and Convened;
That noe man of what estate or Coadition soever shall be put
out of his Lands, tenements, nor taken nor Iinprisaned nor dis.
inherited nor banished wor any wayes destroyed or wmolested
withont first heing hronght to Answer by due Course of Law,
That A freeman shall not be Amerced for A small fanlt bur after
the maner of his faulr, And for A great fuulf after the greatness
theveof, gaveing fo him his freehold sod A husbaodman sa veing
to him his wainage; and A merchant saveing to him his
Merchandize; and none of the said Amercements ghall be A ssessed
but by the Oath of twelve honest and Lawfnll iuen of the
Vicinuge provided the fanlts and Misdemeaners he not jn Con-
tempt of Conrts of Jndicatore.  All tryalls shall he Ly the
verdict of Twelve men and as nere as may be Peares or equalis
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of the neighhonrlond of the place where the fuct shall arise or
grow; whether the saine be iy Indictment declarncon or [nforwi-
tivn ot oTherwise againgt the person or dofendsnt.  That in atl
cases capliall or eriminall theee shall ho a erand Toguest whe
shall st present the ofTence; and then twelve gl it of the
neighbourhood, to try the affeador, whao after lis plea to the
Indictmeni shatl bee allowed hiz reasonable rhiatlenges.  That io
all Cazes whatsoever hayle by suflicient suretves shall be allowed
and taken wmless for Treason or fellony plainels and rpecially
expressed and mentioned in the Warrant of Comuittment: sand
that the ellomy be such as is pesteained from Baxle by the Law
of England. That noe freeman shall he Compelled to receive
any sonbdicrs or Marrinors; Except Inbolders and other lwuses
of I"ubliypne cntectainment; who ave to Quarter for RBeady neoney
info s honse and theic Moffer them to Bojorne against hedr
Wilts, Provided it be not in time of actuall warr within this Pro-
vinee,  That noee Cowmmission for proveeding by Martinll Law
against aur of his Majestics Subjects within this Provinee &e
Bhiall Tesne forth to ang person oy persoos whatsoever least by
Colowr of them ang of lis Majesties Suhjecta he destroved or
put (o death. Except all such officers and smldiers that are in
Garrison and puy dureing the time of actnall Warr. That all
the Lands within this Province shall be esteemed and accounted
Land of firechold and Inheritance in free and Common AOCCREE
according {o the tenure of Bnst Greenwich in their Matrs Realm
of Englamil. That noe Estate of A fere Covert shall be satd or
Convered hut by deed acknowledged hy her in Seme Conet of
Becord the woman heing seeretly examined if She doth itt
freely without threats or Compulsion of her liugband, That All
willy in writeing; attested by three or more Credible Witnesses
shall e of the same foree to (foovey Lands as other (Jonvey-
ances heing proved and Regestred in the proper offices in
each County within dares after the Tegtators death
That al! Lands and herilages within this Province and depend-
encies shall be free from all fines, licenven uponm Alirnations;
and frnn all bariotts, ward shipps, leveries primer, Seizins
yeare and day waist Escheat and forfeitures upon the death of
pirentg anid Ancestors, naturall, unnaturall Cassualt or Judiciall
and that for ever. Cases of high treason onely excepted. That
noe person of what degree or Condition soever thronghout this
Province Choosren appointed Commisionated to Officiate or Exo-
fute any office or place Cislll or Militnry within this Provinee
&e shall Ve capalle fn the Taw to take npan him the Charge
of such plares before he hath first taken the oatha appointed
by act of Parliament to be taken in Lien of the Oaths of
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Mupremacie and allegiance and Subscribes the test. That uoe
pson ot psous which profess faith in Goed by Jesus Chirist his
onely sonn shall @1 any tiwe be any wayes wolested pubished
disturbed disguieted or called ju guestion for any ditterciiee in
opinion, or watter of Conscicnee in Religeous Conceimment who
doe pot under that pretence disturly the Civill pence of the
Provioee and that all and every such Person or [wiscons may
from time Lo time aud at all thoes bereafier freely wul fully
Eujoy Lis or their opiniva persmasions Judgeinents in watters
of conscience and Retigion throughout all this Provivee aud
freely meet at Convenient places within this Providee, and there
worshipp according to their respective perswasions withont
being hindred or molested, they bebaveing thewselves pritceably
Quietly, modestiy and religiously, aud not uscing this Liberiy
to Liventionspess por (0 the Civill ITnjury or oufward disturb.
ance of others. Allwayes provided that noething berein njen.
tioued or Contained shall extend to give Likerty for auy prrsons
of the Romish Religion to exercise their mawor of worshipp
Contrary Lo the Laws and Htatutes of their Majesiies Kingdom of
Eungland.



